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Report of Accident in Connection with 
Oxy-Acetylene Welding Apparatus

B y  M r . J . D. FRASER (M e m b e r ), K a r a c h i .

The following is an account of the accident which resulted 
m the death of Mr. Stephens, chief engineer s.s. Bassano, and 
injury to Mr. Fraser a t Karachi :—

O n  o r  a b o u t  F e b r u a ry  23 I  p ro c e e d e d  to  th e  s .s .  B a ssa n o  to  s u rv e y  
th e  d a m a g e  c a u s e d  b y  h e r  co llis io n  w ith  th e  I .G .T .S . P a tr ic k  S tew art. 
A f te r  th e  c o m p le tio n  of m y  w o rk  o n  b o a rd  I  g o t  in to  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  
th e  ch ie f e n g in e e r  of th e  v esse l o n  th e  s u b je c t  o f o x y -a c e ty le n e  w e ld in g  
a n d  c u t t in g  m a c h in e s , a n d  m e n tio n e d  to  h im  t h a t  th e  one  I  h a d  in  th e  
P o r t  T r u s t  w o rk sh o p s  a t  M a n o ra , d id  n o t  w o rk  s a t is fa c to r i ly .  H e  th e n  
to ld  m e  t h a t  h is  f o u r th  e n g in e e r  h a d  e x p e rien c e  in  th e  w o rk in g  of a  
s im ila r  m a c h in e  in  E n g la n d  fo r  a b o u t  e le v en  m o n th s  a n d  w o u ld  g la d ly  
s e n d  h im  o v e r  to  w o rk  th e  m a c h in e  fo r  m e . I  th a n k e d  h im  fo r  h is  k in d  
offer a n d  le f t  th e  v e sse l. O n  th e  2 6 th  m o rn in g  I  w e n t  a g a in  o n  b o a rd  
th e  B a ssa n o  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f h o ld in g  a n o th e r  s u rv e y , a n d  b e fo re  
le a v in g  th e  s te a m e r  th e  c h ie f  en g in e e r, M r. S te p h e n s , in fo rm e d  m e  t h a t  
th e  f o u r th  w a s  r e a d y  to  a c c o m p a n y  m e  to  th e  P o r t  T r u s t  w o rk sh o p s  
a n d  sh o w  m e  h o w  to  w o rk  th e  m a c h in e . I  to ld  h im  t h a t  I  d id  n o t  w ish  
th e  f o u r th  e n g in e e r  to  co m e w i th  m e  ju s t  th e n ,  b u t  t h a t  I  w o u ld  bo  
re a d y  fo r  h im  th e  fo llo w in g  d a y  a n d  h a v e  th e  m a c h in e  c le a a e d  a n d  
o p e n e d  o u t  r e a d y  fo r  in sp e c tio n . .T he  n e x t  d a y , i.e . th e  2 7 th , I  w e n t 
o v e r  to  th e  B a ssa n o  t o  in s p e c t  th e  re p a ir s  to  th e  s te a m e r  t h a t  w ere 
b e in g  c a r r ie d  o u t .  A f te r  m y  in sp e c tio n  th e  ch ie f e n g in e e r  c a m e  to  m e  
a n d  a g a in  to ld  m e  t h a t  th e  f o u r th  e n g in e e r  w a s  r e a d y  to  a c c o m p a n y  
m e . H e  a lso  s t a te d  t h a t  h e  h im se lf  h a d  a  l i t t le  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  w o rk 
in g  of th e  sa m e  k in d  of m a c h in e  a n d  m ig h t  be  in  a  p o s i t io n  to  p o in t  o u t  
a n y  sm a ll  d e fe c ts , a n d  a sk e d  to  a c c o m p a n y  u s. I  h a d  n o  o b je c t io n  to  
th is ,  a n d  w e t lire e  le f t  in  m y  la u n c h  fo r  th e  w o rk sh o p s . W e  a r r iv e d  
a t  a b o u t  10 a .m . A f te r  re a d in g  th e  in s t ru c t io n s  b y  th e  m a k e rs  o n  th e  
w o rk in g  of th e s e  m a c h in e s  th e  fo u r th  e n g in e e r  p ro c ee d ed  to  c h a rg e  th e  
g e n e ra to r .  T h is  w a s  a c c o rd in g ly  d o n e , a s  w ell a s  a ll  th e  re q u ire d  c o n 
n e c tio n s  m a d e , a n d  th e  a p p a r a tu s  w as in  w o rk in g  o rd e r. F o r  e x p e r t -
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m e n tin g  a  p iece  o f c ra c k e d  iro n  w a s  o b ta in e d  a n d  th e  flam e  f ro m  th e  
b low  p ip e  d ire c te d  011 t o  i t ,  th e  f o u r th  e n g in e e r  h o ld in g  th e  b lo w -p ip e . 
W h e n  th e  p iece  of iro n  h a d  b e co m e  re d  h o t ,  b u t  n o t  to  a  w e ld in g  s ta te ,  
th e  flam e  fo r  so m e  u n k n o w n  re a so n  w e n t o u t .  I  m a y  h e re  s t a te  
t h a t  I  w o rk e d  th e  m a c h in e  th re e  t im e s  p re v io u s ly  m y se lf  w i th  
e x a c tly  th e  sa m e  r e s u lt .  T h e  fo u r th  e n g in e e r  o n  lo o k in g  ro u n d  to  
a s c e r ta in  th e  re a so n  of th e  flam e  g o in g  o u t  o b se rv e d  fo r  th e  f ir s t  t im e  
th e  h y d ra u lic  s a fe ty  v a lv e  a n d  re m a rk e d  t h a t  i t  w as  n o t  u se d  o n  th e  
m a c h in e  w h ic h  h e  h a d  w o rk e d  a n d  r e q u e s te d  t h a t  i t  b e  re m o v e d . I  
a cc ed e d  to  th e  r e q u e s t ,  h e  b e in g  a n  e x p e r t  a n d  I  p r a c t ic a l ly  u n d e r  h is  
d ire c tio n s . T h e  f o u r th  e n g in e e r  th e n  h a n d e d  o v e r  th e  b lo w -p ip e  t o  th e  
w o rk sh o p s  fo re m a n , a n d  a t te n d e d  to  th e  r e g u la tio n  c o ck . T h e  c h ie f  
e n g in e e r  a n d  m y se lf w e re  m e re ly  s ta n d in g  b y . I  r e m e m b e r  n o th in g  
m o re . T h e  cau se  o f th e  e x p lo s io n  in  m y  o p in io n  is  d u e  to  th e  flam e  
h a v in g  b a ck -f ired  in to  th e  g e n e ra to r .

J .  D . F R A S E R .

Mr. Fraser was thrown some distance by the force of the 
explosion across a girder. He was severely bruised and had 
his ribs broken and was unconscious for six days. I t  will be 
gratifying to his many friends to know th a t he has recovered 
from the shock and the injuries he sustained.

J . A.


