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Today t l lc I;rrnili;t~- h u i l d i n s  k n o w n  I'oi- so I o n s  a5 ' I<.N.I:.C'.. ticyl1:1i11 '. 
l he o l l i c ia l ly  I-copencd as l l i c  L)evi)npo~-t l>ockya~.d . l 'cc l~i i ical  Collcyi'. 
Ih is .  i ~ ~ c i d : n t a l l y ,  m;t!ies Lhe foul- t l i  t ime i t s  ~l:uiie h;15 c l i a~ iycd .  



Its end as ilie Naval Enginecring College was inevitable and, as is well 
known, the new b~iildings a t  Manadon, H.M.S. Tl~uttrlrrrr, have now assumed 
that role. 

There is some consolation for vldcr cngincer olEcers that their Alma Mater 
will continue the good work of engineering Irailling for dockyard apprentices' 
training. in fact, similar to, but mat-e advanced tllan, that which it gave its 
first st~tdents some 80 years ago wlien i t  took over from llrc Dockyard Scl~ool.  

So it is not now a question of thc old giving way to the ticw. Very r n ~ ~ c l ~  
thc reverse, in fact. 

Last ccnlury, wllcn the Navy had t o  givc steam prefcrcnce over sail. tlle 
dockyards wcrc tllc only sourcc of cngi~iccrs. Excellent, prz~ctical men, but 
with a deplorable appreciation or naval discil~litic and ctiqucttc ! 
'J'raining Buys 

So it bec:irnc dcsirablc to enlist boys of 15 ycars of age. call them E~lgineer 
Boys, and by dint of six ycars' training rnoul$i tllc~n, more o r  Icss. to naval 
idcas of what an  cngincer afloat s1r0~1ld he. 

Dcvonport was cllosen as tlrc Yard to give this training, whiclr by modern 
standards was lr:~rd going. Tlrc pay was ncgligible. Tllere was no accommo- 
dation for (lie boys, so they lodged locally. and tlrcir training was in the Yard 
sliolx only. 

I t  soon became apparent that schooling also was needed, and so, in 1x46: 
a small Uockyal-d School was opened in the S o ~ i t h  Yard. 

In 1860, a l tho~~gl r  tlrc training remained mucl1 the satlie, tlrc statiis of the 
boys was raiscd to Enginecring St1;dents. and after live years' seagoins following 
their Yard training. tlicy became Assisi:u~t Engineers with one stripe. 
Rugger in 1872 

In l880 it  was decided to housc the students undcr one roof, and tlle main 
building at Keyham opened as the Engineer Students' ['raining College. It 
was. however. a collcgc wit11 n o  classrooriis ! So the s t ~ ~ d e n t s  were marclred, 
aftcr~ioons and  evenings. still to the I>ocliyard School, whet-e sclrool wcnt on 
t i l l  8 j3.m.. cxccpt Sat~irdays, when they were free at 4 p.m. 

For some timc there had bccn a recreation ground in what is now Keylmm 
Yard. and in 1872 tllc studclrts introduced ruggel-, being tlle first people in tlic 
district to d o  so. But they had no opponents un t i l  the shipwright apprentices, 
in 11177. formed Dcvonport Albion. and tlrc two clubs played against each 
other in Dcvonport Park. 

As Dc\onport Albion in due course becamc Plymouth Albion, i t  is no 
\vo~idcr tlieit- rnatclies with R.N.E. College arc now in tlrc nature of a ' local 
Derby '. 

I n  111x8 some living space was converted to cl:issrooriis. \vIricl~ meant that 
so~i ic  senior students lived o ~ i t  again. I t  also meant that thc Dockyard School 
w;~s n o  longcl- necded for engineers, hut i t  continued to give scl~ooling to Yard 
;tpjxciiticer and produced some eel-y illrno~is names in the Royal Corps of 
NaL.21 Con\tructors. 
Renamed 

A ?car or so later Yard cxtcnsions dcprivcd tlic studcnts of thcir y o ~ t n t l .  
but they set to and themselves clcared a nc~rrhy licld, which has dcvclopcd into 
the fine groiind in  St. Levari Road today. 

111 1898, the scparatc school block was opened and frotii then on ; i l l  stlidents 
wel-e ablc to livc and  study undcr one roof. 

.I-lrings tnovcd fast now and in 1903 thc title ' student ' was stepjlcd LIP to 
' cadct ', and for thc first time the Collegc became known as Koy;~l Naval 
Engineering College, Kcyham. 

11~11-ing the 1914.18 war, cnginccrins training was suspended and special 
entry ~11,j'e1--dcck cadcts were transferred to the College from sea-goins ships. 



The College was then renamed Royal Naval College, Keyham. 
After that war the College went back to engineering and changed its name 

again. Hut it did not really get going till 1922, when for the first time the students 
entered as Midshipmen (E). 

Manadon IIouse 
During all these years tlic Dockyard Scl~ool continued quiclly and steadily 

producing, f i o m  the appl-entices. rnen who have achieved succcss, not only 
itndcr Admiralty, but in industry atid the scholastic world. 

In 1938 the engineering br:incl~ began to expand atid the I;~rgcr college at 
Manadori was co~ilctnplatcd. The 1939 war lield up the plans, br~t  the cstate 
having hccn pul-chased in 1940, Manadon House became a n  olliccrs' mess and 
l ~ ~ t t m c n t s  wet-c set up in the grounds to sleep tlic overflow ol' s t ~ ~ d e n t s  rrom 
Keyhanl. '1'1i~15 hegat, tlic cfld for !he old college. at lcast as Tar as tllc naval 
engineers were concerned. 

f3y the srcicc of God the college emerged from the war practically ilnscatlled. 
whereas the Llockyard School had been destroyed in the ~~~~~~~~~~t blitz and 
had now f o u n d  tcmlx)rary accommodation in St. J;imcs', Kcyllarn, Churcll 
School. 

But owing to the Education Act, the number or  apprentices attending school 
had becorne so big that this was quite inadeq~latc, even tlro~tgh a new onc- 
slorcy science block 11ad hccn ercclcd nearby. 

' Movcd In  ' 
And so. wlxcn t11c cnginecrs vacated the school block in 1952, the Dockyard. 

School ' rno\,ed in ' and assunled the title of t1ockyat.d Technical Collegc. This 
accommod:~tioti was. Ilowevcr. in  addilion lo St. Jamcs' Scl~ool and slill tllerc 
was riot really enough room. 

The engineers still retained the iiiain building and Tor scvcn years tile 
Technical College carried on under very tl-ying conditions. 

R u t  at last the main bi~ilding was vacated and converted into sufficient 
classr-oorns to enable all instr~~ctiori to be carried o n  under one roof. 

So recently St. Jamcs' School was given up  and at  tllc beginning of the 
present tcrm the icchnical College ' niovcd in '. 

For tlic time b2in;. at  lcast, the dctachcd scicncc block will continuc to 
function. 

Widc Training 
'l'hc l'eclinical C o l l c ~ e  11-ainin~ is wide and caters for hot11 the craft and tlic 

recently-li?rr>~cd student appre~~t icc  streams and many successes haoe becn and 
will he acllic\~ed. 

It is not only on tlic ;lcademic side tllat progrehs has been made for. ill tlic 
~ n s t  scvcn years, ~ L I ~ C I .  and soccer sides liave hcen built LIP, due to tlle devotio~r 
of eel-lain mcrnbcrs of' tlxc teacllin!: stal% and  i t  may be that in  due coursc 
anollier local ruSger ' llcrby ' will conic into bcilig, Dockyard Collegc I,. 
Mntladon College. Who knows '? 

At  any ralc, the Llockyard School \vllicli, unsung ;uld almost unnoticed ;I 
century a p ,  did so m~rcli to llelp b~rild 111, tlic N;tvy'; Engineering Rraticli iccms 
at  last to ha \c  come into i t \  own. 
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