
FAREWELL TO KEYHAM 
13Y 

CAI'I.AIN I .  G. AYLI'N, O.B.E., D.S.C., R.N 
(Commanding Officer, H. M.S. Thunclerrr). 

The following article from tllc W ~ ~ . s / r r / ~  M o r n i ~ ~ g  N(.II:S of 19th November 
appeared o n  tlzc day that ' Keyham ', which so Inally of us knew, was transferred 
t o  the 1)ockyard Tcclinical College. The writer, lnstruclor Commander L. W. 
Martinnant. M.C., K.N. (Ketd.), served for many years on  the Staff a t  the 
Royal Naval En~incering College, Kcyliam, and is well known t o  countless 
engineer officers. 

Not quite all of the old College was transferred for this purpose. On the 
same day, the Conslructors Training Oflice was also officially opened. This 
took ovcr the whole of the north end, including the library, north ante-room 
and dormitories above, wl~icll are now convel-ted into excellent drawing oftices 
and l e c t ~ ~ r e  rooms. The Cons t r~~c to r  Oflicers under trainin$ there before their 
Greenwich courses arc accommodated in Tl~w~tIi,/.er and are very much inte- 
grated wit11 their engineering contemporaries for tlieir first period in thc Royal 
Corps. 

7J l~e  o p c n i n ~  ccrcmonics of bolll the Dockyal-d Tcchnicnl Collcgc and the 
Constructors Training Onice wc~.c carried out by t l ~ c  Director-Genesal Ships, 
A.  J .  Sims. Esq.. O.B.E..  M.I.N.A.. R.C.N.C.. and it  was most approprlatc 
Illat hc was nccompanicd by lhc Admiral S~lperinlcndent. Dcvonport, Vice- 
Admiral L. A. U.  Pcilc. C.U.. D.S.O., M.V.O.. who himself had commanded 
H.M.S. ~ ~ / I I ~ I ~ / C , I . ~ ~ I .  and had been trained at Kcyli;~m. 

What is lcfi a t  Keyliarn ? The old test sliop still sr~rvi\es ; but already many 
new 1.C.E.s have been installed in new and fully instr~~mcnted tcst cells in 
No. 3 Hanrar  a t  Manadon : (the historic Vickcrs llicsel comes too ! ) .  I t  will 
not be long bel'orc the nc\v steam test shol, is actually htartcd. I l ~ c  cloctrical 
tcst shop (and tlie c\cr-young ' Jock ' Russell ! )  still survive. but cutensive new 
electric:~l macl~incry u11d electronics labosatorics (witll all instruc~ional cinema 
to scat 100) XI-c in  tllc dr:r\vin: stcl~c and \ \ - i l l  be built ulonzside the rymnasium 
at M;lnadoll. As soon as all the playins lields at Man:tdon have been lcvellcd 
(h:tlf ila\'c hcen starlcd) \+,c sh;~ll ~ i v c  11~3 tlic Keyham licltls. 

I n  fl~ct. within 4 to 5 years ' Keyliarn ' \ \ , i l l  be but a memory. B L I ~  no-one 
wlio liar sccn the prcscnt fi~cilitics in T I r r ~ i ~ ~ l i ~ i . ~ ~ ~ .  cat1 rcsret the cl~angc.  
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