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' l ~ l i c  c ~ l g i n e e r i ~ i s  c o m m i t ~ i ~ t  ill T(2i.i.01. ;rrc l l ~ l r n e l - o ~ ~ s .  i l n ~ l s ~ ~ a l  a n d  LIV I'rom 
mo~ ic> lonous .  l l l c  Eng inec i  Ol l i ccr  i s  rcs1,onsiblc lo the C'aptaii i of H . M . S .  
7i,i-101. I'or t l ic  m a i n ~ c n a ~ i c c :  O S  1nacl1iliel.y allcl ccluipment a \ l ~ o r c  and  in i h c  
c c ~ c  ~ I c i  T l i c  C;lpiain. 011 t l ~ c  S ta l l ' o l ' i l i c  C'<?rnmandcl--in-C'hicl: I a r  I:ISI 
S t a t i i , ~ ~ .  as thc  Main tenance Capta in .  ih ; ~ l s o  the Senior  O i f c c r  Rescr\c I ' lctt .  
Sing;r[ho]-c. l ' l i l -ee territoric.. cx is l  : I1.M.S. TC,IIOI. (I3ahc). t i le  Rcscrvc I ' I tc t .  
ancl Singapore C ' o n i ~ i i ~ ~ ~ i i c ; ~ i i o ~ i s  ( L W T  St;rtion\). 

11.h'l.S. "l'l~.l<ltOl-! ' (l3ASl;) 

llii: ' I io tc l  \ci-\iccb ' a]-c ionr i t fcr ; th lc.  7-hc m a i n  gallcy. \\,hiell can catcr ('or 
( W O  I~ IOLIS; I I~~ ~LII I~OI.  r ;~t i i>g~;. i s  due 1;)r modern iza t ion  a n d  i \  inadcclil;rtc when 
n u r n c r ~ r ~ s  s h i p s  ;II-C ;rccomnloda\cd ant1 v i c lun l l cd  asl i i )rc. Apn1.1 SI-oln dicso 
l i l -cd I ~ L I ~ ~ C S .  t l lc  gal lcy i s  m:~in ly bream dr iven a n d  suppl ied l ' rom i \ vo  coa l  l i rc t l  
vcriic;ll boi lcl-S. Sittl;rtecl o n  the gal lcy prcmiscs. Ihcse belch soot a n d  s ~ i l o l \ c  
icito ~ h c  lix)(l pl.cpal-i l ig ~.ot,riis slid t l ic  atljc7ininz nccommt)dat io i>  hlocks. Sc;i- 
g o i n g  cnginccrs arc not alone i n  the i r  ~>~-oh le rns  of soot ;u1d smoku c i>r l l ro l .  
Inf-crier. q t la l i ty  loc;~l coal, non-l:nglisli speaking ho i l c r  w~r tc l ikcepcrs  ancl t l i c  
~ ~ - c d o l l r i n : r ~ i c c  o S ~ v h i t c  ~lnifot-111s acccnti latc i l i c  p l - o h l c ~ l ~  ashol-c. '1-1ic1.c ii. lie\\- 



ever, no telegraph t o  remind us to ' Stop Mak ing  Smoke '. Three s l ~ l a l l c ~ -  galleys 
arc also maintained--tllc wardroom, C.P.0.s' and ihc  dockside accommo- 
dation, a n  overflow i b r  sh ips accommodated. 

7i.1.1.01. boasis al l  excellent swimming poo l  and a smaller onc i s  also provided 
at Admira l ty  House, tlie Commander-in-Chief's residence. A th i rd  pool, 
recently constructed tlrrough the generosity o f  L o r d  Nuflield, i s  n o w  availahlc 
at the K.N. Olliccrs' Club. Tllcse pools require regular attention, the l i l t rat ion 
and c l~ lo r i na t i on  being a study i n  thcmselvcs. B.K. 8 2 0 / 4 3 T l l c  Provision o f  
S a k  Water for Swimrning Pools, etc., i s  a useful source o f  inrorrnation. The 
I%.R. does not,  however, give a n  explanation for the water changing f rom n 
clcur crysl;tl blue to a murky  grecn overnight. This has haj>pencd on very few 
occasions but, as the ]nail1 poo l  i s  col1sidcred to be one o f  7i,i.ror'.s most 
attractive amenities, the situation c a ~ ~ s c s  panic in  the iIel?artment. 

7i~rro1. contains the u s ~ ~ a l  domestic rerrigcrators, water coolers and  air- 
condit ioning  nits in considerable n t~mhcrs .  Unl ike at sea, ice cold wafer i s  
taken Tor granted and, apart f r o m  use at  ' Up Spirits', consuniption is 
negligible. C o n s ~ ~ ~ n p t i o n  o f  Tiger Beer, however, i s  a dilrcrent story. A n  ice 
mak ing  plant i s  provided w i th  a daily O L I ~ ~ L I ~  o r  twenty blocks. As tlie plant 
is situated next door  t o  t l ie potato locker i t  i s  unnecessary in mention the mellrotl 
~ l s c d  for testing the brine density. 

A l l  l irc-f ighting gear is maintained by t l lc I lcpartmcnt.  N o  trai ler pumps o r  
static water tanks arc provided and complcte reliance is. tlicreforc. placed i n  
tlic dockyard watcl- main. The [ lockyard  Fire Brigade is. I ~owc \~e r .  a motlcl ol' 
spccd and  cfticiency f o u r  minutes being the avcragc t ime f r o ~ i i  their receipt 
o f  t l lc alarm to the i s s ~ ~ c  o f  watcr f rom their hoses on arrival i t1  Tcrro~.. l ' h c  
Sclicmc or Cornl7lcmc11t allo\l,ed fo r  the B;lsC i s  one E.K.A.. one I . .M.E. and  
seven M.E.s. one or \ v l ~ o m  i s  permanently cmploycti by the 13arrackni;lslcr in  
tlie I lama$c Control .  I:irc I-'igliting and  Paint Scllools. 

T H I  IlliSERVl. l ~ l , E l l '  
A I i c ~ ~ t c n a n t - c o m m ~ ~ n d c r  ( X ) ,  as I l c p ~ ~ t y  Sc~ i i o r  Ofliccr Reserve 1:Iect. is i n  

cllarge o f  t l ~ c  Rcscrvc Flcct \vllicIi is administcrctl f ro l i i  t\vo maintcnancc repair 
craft M . 1 I . C . s  1 100 and I I 19. H.M.S.  A~fcchc~tr,~~ (ex-M.1I.C'. I I I 0  froin H o n s  
K o l ~ g )  i s  also at~;~cllccl t o  l l ~ c  Kcservc Fleet 13;isc hut i s  used hy, and  for. the 
10111 Submarine Squ;ld~.on. O f  sonle 500 tons displaccnicnt. t l ic main features 
o f  Lhe\c c~ - ;~ f t  arc t l ic I n r ~ c  and  \\,cl1 cq~~ ip l )ed  \V~I-~~SIIO~?S. ollicc accomtnodat io~~ 
and i)icsel generators. A l l  electronics maintenance room has I-~CCIIII~ been 
consti-uctcd for t l ~ c  ma in l cna~~cc  cc l~~ ipu i cn i  i n  co;cst:ll inincswcepcrs. 

I l lcctrical power. t l lc main consideration in t l ~ c  liase. i s  providcd by a sclcctiol~ 
I'rom the nine 50 k W  Llorman h Ill- L)ie\cl Fenerators avail:~hlc in tl ic t l ~ r c c  
M.R.C.5. 

\Lratchkccpin_c on tllcsc i i ic~c l l i i~cs i s  on a t \ v c ~ i t y - l i ~ ~ ~ r - l ~ t ~ ~ ~ r  basis employins 
~'atings f rom tlie licscl-vc 1:leet and  the IOth S ; M .  Squadron. Bcc:~usc 01' t l~ i :  
c o ~ l t i n ~ ~ o ~ ~ s  11sc (?I" t l~csc r i i : ~c l~ i~~cs .  wit11 1017 o v c ~ - l i ; ~ ~ ~ l s  on  t\vo or  t l ~ r c c  niacl~incs 
a1 intcrv;ll\ o f  nine \\reeks. maintenance is a real prohlcm. As power i s  supplictl 
to \uhrnari~lc\ .  thih p r o b l c ~ n  is even more ncutc duriny s~~bn l :~ r i r i c  sell'- 
m ; ~ i ~ ~ t c n : ~ n c c  periotls when addil ional generators arc required. A rccl~~cst I i a s  
been bubn~i t ted 1;)r s1io1-c power- \v l~ich. i f  ;ij)pro\cti. \ \ i l l  not only l i ~ l i t c ~ ~  t l ~ c  
n~ai~t lcn;tncc h ~ ~ r d e l i .  hut \r.ill a l w  i-clcilsc valrlahlc ratinys Si,r n1ol.c ol?jcctivc 
c i~~ t i cs .  

Il11-cc ( 'o~ri.tro~r Class Type I (Mir r lccs)  co:~stal mineswccl?c~-s I ~ a v e  rcccr~tly 
j o i l ~ c t l  Lllc Rcscrvc l:lcct with. ;I S ~ ~ r t l ~ c r  tlrrcc to fo l l o~v .  T l ~ c  lirst two. Str~rio~r 
anrl / I / ~ I O I .  having art-ivccl ~ ~ n d c r  thcil- owl1 powcl-. ~.cqui~-c prescl-vaiio~r 
and  rcl i t t ing before they can be l inxlly ~ ~ c c c p t c d  in lo  reserve. I l i c  renia i l~dcr  
w i l l  have hccn towed and wi l l  he in a st;~tc o f  prescl-vation on arrival. I'ortun- 
atcly. ihc  vessels to date lia\'c arrived in  very gootl condit ion. I l ie \(ate o f  tlie 
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hook\ .  record\  a n d  d o c u ~ n e n t a t i o ~ i  hci l rg comniendablc.  I c s c r v c  Maintcn:lncc 
Sclicdulcs l i a d  n o t  hccn o \~cs loo l tcd  and  \yere Soulid in t l ie  Ship's Box. 'I 'hc 
~rout incs  \ \ c ~ - c  implcmentcd \ \ ~ i i l i o i ~ t  delay and  ~ v c r c  a boon 10 the maintenance 
i e n m  w h o  l iat l  l i ad  l i t t l c  p r c v i o i ~ r  cxpcsicncc \v i th c l -a l i  of  t h i s  nati l l -c. 

N u ~ i i c r o ~ ~ s  \ l i ia l l  cral't are c i l l i c r  a t t t ~ c l i c d  [I>. 01. niaint;rincd hy. tlxc Rcscrvc 
l - lcct  L<:r\c hu t  t l lcy arc k11- l'sc~m hc iny  01' a ' r c \ e ~ - \ c t i  ' nature.  1 \ v o  4 5 - l i  
M . , . V . \ .  t \ \o  52;-fl H.I-.l).s. three hnrgc\. i ~ i c l i ~ d i n g  the C'omtii:intlcs-in-Chief's. 
one  75-l't M . I ' . V .  u\ed hy t l lc  13omb a n d  M i n c  I) i \posal I~Jliil. o l i c  67;-H M.t:.V.. 
uscci h y  the I'ort Clearance g 1 i c 1  I I l l . 1 . s  I l \ c r y  
i i i i ~ c l i  g o i n s  concerns and  keep i h c  1)cpal-tri ic~it \\.ell occupied. 

1'1;11i11c~l I ~ ~ ; I ~ I ~ I ~ I I ; I I I C ~ .  w l i i c l i  \\':I\ si;~sic(l  ;L JGII- o r  so  go. II~S p;~ i< l  l i ; ~ ~ i c i ~ o ~ i i c  
ciividcnds. t l i c  nun ihc r  of ;lctclal brc;lkdomrns bc ing  negligible. M ; ~ i n t c ~ ~ a n c c  
~ c h c t l u l c i  wcrc comp i l cd  I 1:1>r11is S.1 195. ~i i ;~ l \crs '  l i i i ~ i d h o o k s .  itlid C X ~ C I - -  
icncc. S o ~ i i c  o r  l l i c  1>1)1\~cr Ix~:IIs ; ~ r c  i i t iccl wit11 l ' o ~ i c ~ i  l.'l1.6 c l ~ g i ~ i c s  !vi111~ 01' 
e o ~ ~ r s e .  M c y ; ~ t o ~ -  ci~-cl i l ;~t i l i :  ancl b i lsc p u m j x .  the sat1 1iisto1.y of wl i i c l l  i s  
\\)ell k n o w n .  Ho\vcvc~- .  [ l - o ~ ~ h l c  i s  a \  oided b) sliipl,ing n I-cl i t ted \[>;Ire cvcr). 
200 11011rs i~-~.ci l ,ect ivc ( j I ' ap l~ ;~ rc ' r i i  c l l i c i c ~ i c i .  I y l i c  ' N ' I'clcl I lt lnil>h I iavc a l \ o  
s i \ ' cn  some (I-ouhlu i v i t l i  h r o k c l i  plunges , j>~- i~ ig \ .  R c l ~ l a c c ~ i i c n i  \\'it11 mot l i l i c t l  
springs a ]? l?ca~-dto  1i;ivc cured t i le  dcl'e,cl. 

Sol l ie cxci temcnt W;I\ c;illscd o l i  one occ ;~ \ ion  \\'lien the C'.-in-('.'\ harsc. 
powered by t w i n  1-odcns. re tur l l cd  t o  t l ic  1l;isc f r o m  a l l  o l i i c ia l  i r i l? .  A \  t l ic  
barge al?pro:lclictl t l ic  jet ty.  a lnrsc s m o i ~ l d c r i n g  l lo lc  \v;~s sccn i n  t l ic  g l ihtcniny 
g ~ - c w i  cn:lmcl nhovc t l ic  cxhaust out lc t .  In \#cs t isa t ion rcvca lcd bad dcsign CII' 
thc  c o o l i n g  water pipe l 'rom t l i c  ycarhox o i l  coolel- wh ich  s l l o r ~ l d  Ii;tvc, h u t  
d idn ' t .  supp ly  t l i c  cs l iausl  coo l i l i g  ;ackci on thc boat's side. A m o r e  ci l ic icnr 
d r i \ c s  wo111d have prcvenicd the d ; ~ m a s c  1'1-om I-c:rcIiing si lch serious p ~ - o p o r t i ~ ~ i s .  



A t  a l l  t i l i les and d u r i n g  Flect concen t ra l i o~ is  in pclr l icular. t l i c rc  is a g e a t  
t len ia l id  for hoats f o r  l ihcr iyrnen.  exercises. banyxn  pal-tics, etc. T l rcy  arc also 
~-ecl l l i red b y  sur\,cy vesscls fol' ins l iorc w o r k .  In conseclLlcncc, the  engines come 
under  t l i c  hands o f  n val-ied assortment of dr ivers and.  cons ider ins  tlrc rugged 
existclice they Icad. t lrey arc m o r e  rel iable than one  m i g l i l  expect. 

T h e  Sellerne o f  C o m p l c m c ~ i t  f o r  the mainlenal icc o f  ships a n d  c r a f l  i n  
t.csct-\,e a l lows l'or one C.E.R.A. ( a  very busy man). 4 E.R.A.s .  one  I'.O.M.E.. 
~ ' O L I S  I . .M.E.s  i111d i l i l le  M.E.s .  u l i c  o f w l i ~ ~ l i  i s  l l i c  Sl l ip\vright 's M a l e .  OJI~ 
I'.O.M.E. a n d  onc h4.E. Lrrc also al lowecl fo r  M.F.V. 1044. thc  vcsscl used hy  
t l l c  R. ant1 M . 1 l . U .  t l cca~ isc  o l ' t l i c  age o f  i ts m a i n  cng inc  ( L i s l c r  4 E I ' V M G )  
: ~nd  a11rili;lries (o l i c  ILister C E  2 a n d  one G a r d n c r  2 12) .  th is vessel rcccivc. 
1i10rc 1l iai i  i 1 i  s h ~ ~ r c  ~ I C  ma in tcna~ lcc .  O n  o11c occ:rsion, \r.licn the vessel \\,as 
opera t ins  i n  the 1'01-t S\\-cttcnl iam ;trca. the n ~ a i n  cngi l lc  was b a d l y  d :~mxgcd.  
A t  t l ~ ; ~ t  l i m c  no  engine-rov11i c rew W;IS a l l o w e d  and the I ' r e c l l ~ e ~ ~ t  changes 
necessary I o  m a n  tI1c vcsscl wcrc 1110st ~ ~ ~ ~ s : ~ t i s I ' : ~ e t n ~ - y .  r l i e  L . M . E .  ill cl large 
\\,as i r i j ~ l r c d  011 boar-d ant i  it was ncccsstlry t o  send h i m  t o  a local  hospi ta l .  T i l e  
M.E. tho11 t o o k  clrargc and. in h i s  ig l iornncc.  ( i~ i l cd  t o  p r ime  t l ~ c  l ub r i ca t ing  
\cavcn:e 1311111p o n  star t ins  t l ic  cl iginc. w i t h  consec luc~ i l  i ~ r c  of  a l l  l l re 
hearings. 'Ilii\ ~CCLII- rcncc i s  no1 LI l icommon \ v i t I ~  this ~ y p c  of 'cngi i ic  ;IS cxplainccl 
i n  B .R .  I9X6. A r t i c le  0302  (c). A c o p y  o f  th is A r l i c l c  is .  and  al i rays  II:IS hccn, 
d isplayed al thc  cnginc s tar t ing  pos i t ion .  Engi t lc  I-cpairs wel-c i l ~ i d e r l a k c n  
loca l ly  ancl wcrc o l ' s l ~ c h  p o o r  st;indard tI1:1i t l ie  engine t-cclt~i~.cd ;I com~,lcle 
r c l i l  o n  ar l - ival  i n  S i ~ i g : ~ p o r c .  

S l 1 0 1  O l U 1 A I ' l O N S  l '  l .  S'I'A'I'IONS) 
T w o  W:T sI :~ t ions K r a l i j i  and Sunra--XI-c cacl i  PI-ovidcd. w i l l 1  o ~ ~ c  E.R.A.  

l 1 1 i : i i 1 i i 1  I - c o ~ c i i t i ~ i i i  I I e i i c r c ~ i c  l c s c  g c ~ c r ~ l c l - S .  A t  
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Kranji, tcn miles from T~i . i .o r ,  the Officcr-in-Cllarge and his olliccrs li\'c 011 tlic 
Station. Accornmodatio~r for ratings i s  ~ i lso provided. wit11 y l l e y s  xnd 
associated mi~clrinery. rcfrigcrators and  the L I X I I ~ ~  scl'viccs. Suar;~ W T  Station. 
across tl ic rond f rom Tcr ro~ . ,  clilTcrs in that 1x0 accommodation exist.;. tllc 
~nachinery, however, i s  vcry similar. 

At  Kri111.ji. Asi:~~i ~ ~ ~ i ~ t c l r k e e ~ ~ c r ~  iirc employed TLIII time on the air--conditioning 
plant oS 500.000 UTU/III- wlrich S L I ~ P ~ ~ C S  tllc ir;~llsmiti it ig and rcceivins rooms. 
t ' a i l ~ ~ r c  o f  tlrc plant would rnakc the building ~rntcnablc in a vcl-y s l~o r i  space 
of tirne. C)cTccts are. tl~ercforc. dealt wi th promptly. 

Four Paxman 12 Y H A  Dicsels wi th  n total ou lp~ r l  of 600 k V A  arc a\lailahlc 
as cnicrgcncy generators. As interruptions in t h e  powcr supply arc unacceptable. 
these machines are always a t  irn~nctiiate notice a11d manned ;~ccordingly. '1-lie 
installation oftllcse machincs \vas completed t l i i s  yeiu.. 111 1958. ~ j l i c n  only two 
sets \vcrc available. tllcy were temporarily lrouscd i l l  ;I bui ld i~ ig  p(-cviously 
~ ~ s e d  :IS the lirc enginc sl~ed. I~ i i t i a l  trials. carricd o ~ l t  undcr tllcse tcniporary 
ar.l.nngcmclits. were tllc causc of i~ilrch. conccrlr as tlic mnchincs c>\tcrllcatcd and  
C L I ~  ~ L I I  on the a~rtornatic waiclxkccpcr when t l l e  circulating water tcmpcl-atll~.c 
reachcd I X O  dcgrccs F. Efhr ts  to i~nprovc the :lit- sril>ply t o  the t > ~ ~ i l t l i n ~ .  h]- 
engine aspiration and tlic air coolccl radii~tor-. waiclled hy n worried Paxlnan 
rcl>rcsent;~tivc from tlrc i l n i t cd  Kingdom. f i~ i lcd to ovcrcolnc i l ic problem. and 
tile macltincs \vcrc rcluntantly dcratcd to rrirrciy per cent o f  tlrcir dcsignctl 
o ~ ~ t j x ~ t .  I t  was. tllercforc. wi th considerable relicS. and \vitlr all cycs on  rlie 
tl~c~.ri iornctc~- i t \  t l ~ c  circulatinz water system. tllat t r i i i l s  carried out ill tIxc new 
generator station were entirely satisSaclosy. 

Suara WIT  Statiot~ is considerably largcr t l i ;~n Krnnji. wit11 a corrcspo~icli~ig 
increasc in the capacity o f  ihc air-conditioning j?larlt ant1 Dicscl gcncraiors. 



The A.C.P.. with a n  output of 2;  million HTU/hr supplies air of the correct 
humidity and temperature essential to tlic cflicient operation of tlie W/T rooms. 

The main room itself is a veritable mass of complicated electronic equipment 
which is a constant source of fascination to the Ai~tllor. taught as he was, to  
suspect anything not driven by steam. 

Thrcc English Electric 4 SRK Dicscls, with an oulput of 900 kVA, a r c  
available as standby generators. These have recently bccn installed and, unlike 
Kranji with A.S.II. 2 engines, tliese arc, to the best of the Author's knowledge, 
non-standard cngines. Tlic generators arc intercsting in that they are mounted 
on portablc skids in two distinct sections. One section contains the actual 
Diesel and dynamo while the other carrics nn air compressor, fuel, lubricating 
oil and water, the radiator, various electrical switcligcar and, of all things in 
Singapore, a Swirlyflow boiler complctc with galley type spraycr to provide hot 
water for starting. The two sections are connected by hoses to providc the 
\larioi~s scrviccs. 

I'I*:I<SONNEI, 
The Engine Room Department work a normal day-work routine with a 

mid-week ' make and mend ' and two weeks' station leave an~urally. The 
Sclieme of Complcmelit is gcncrally adequate when the incidence of sick~lcss 
is low. Ratings with tropical skin diseascs who arc not allowed contact with oil 
or dirt arc the frequent cause of the Author having several E.O.'s writers. 
Complications also arise wlleti vessels of the Rcservc Fleet are, as is often the 
case. in dockyard Ilands. The consequent division of labour, the requirement 
fbr transport and tllc supervision of junior ratings and Asians by tllc single 
I'.().M.E. have all to be considered. 

Asian watchkeepcrs are employed or1 tlie ~npjority of shore bascd equipment. 
'They are rcliahle and generally display more ititcrest than naval ratings in work 
of a monotonous and  r v ~ ~ t i n c  nature. Tlicis greatcst asset is. Ilowevcr. the fact 
tliat they arc always available for tlie job thcy are irltcnded to do. Naval 
ratings. on  the otlicr hand. arc rccluircd for sue11 things as cercrno~lial g~rards. 
riot squads and an assortment of otlier duties. Tllc popular impression of a 
shorc cstablishmcnt is tliat it is tce~iiins wit11 1i;uids. Tcrroi. is. in Pdct. hard 
pressed to rnustcr n guard of rel?cctnblc proportions and the sudden dis- 
;11>pcarancc of ninety per cent of tlie M.E.s is tahcn as a matter of course. 

A variety of jobs cornc tllc way of tlic Enginc Room Dej>artmcnt. Four 
inshore niineswcclpcrs have been transrcrrcd to the Royal Malayan Navy in 
tile last two years. ' I l ie~c  arrivcti i l l  R.I'.A.s and required mucl1 attention hcfore 
thcy wcrc ready for transfer. I>ekct lists had to be co~iipilcd. Iinrboi~r and sea 
trials cilrl-ied O L I ~ .  tri:~Is reports 111;i(ic ;ind cvery single item of spare gear 
mustered i n  the prcscncc of the fut~11.c o\r,ncrs hcfore tliey wcrc tinally accepted. 

7'1-2 ining of j ~ ~ ~ i i o r  rill irigs for i ~ d \ ~ ; ~ ~ l c c ~ i i c ~ i t  Iiiis ;~I\vays been a j?rohlem. 
M.E.s accompanied by tlicir wives :uid f ~ i i i l i c s  c loath to spend sc\,eral 
\\scclts at sea to ohta i~i  A.W.K. \ .  Si~islc I-i~iitlss. o n  t11e other hand. arc ~ ~ s ~ ~ a l l y  
only too plcascd to llavc tlic o ~ p o r t ~ ~ ~ i i t y  01' il cIi:~~ige of scenery, csl>ccially if 
Ll~c irip includes a visit to Hong Kons  or Australia. 

~ ~ o s ~ ' l . ~ ~ s I o s  

A 1,lurnhcr's life ashore is far from dull and llc can expcct to be called upon 
to ilndertakc a variety or i~nusual jobb. Wllctlicr it be, as o ~ i c c  was ihc case, 
studying the mechanics of a liglltlio~~sc ;111d p l c ~ ~ ~ t l i ~ l g  to operate the six in  tllc 
Sing~~por-c al-ca \vi t l i  M.E.s ;is liglillio~~sc keepcl-S. studying tlic organiration 
01' a large civilian petrol lilling station and  pl;rnning to take ovcr, or taking 
churgc of a I-iot s q ~ ~ a d .  toting a rorty-liuc ~vllich was more of a menace to  tlic 
I-iot s q ~ l a d  than to possible rioters. I t  is : i l l  i n  ;I ciay'h work. 



The signal convening a Fleet Board for engine-room ratings invariably 
includcs a requircmcnt Tor ' one engineer l ie~~lcnant  From Tcrro l .  '. Considcrablc 
cxperiencc is, therefore, gained in this field somctimcs wit11 amusing results. 
On one occasion a candidate infol.mcd the Board that his cnginccr didn't 
belicvc in boilcr c o m p o ~ ~ n d  atid ncvcr used tllc stulr! 'l'hc President's reactio~l 
can bc q ~ ~ i t e  alarming on s ~ ~ c h  occasions, cspccially if Iic happens to be the 
S . E . 0 .  of the ship in queslio~i. All T v r r o i  officers are in the Oficcr of the Day's 
union, anothcr job packcd with cxcilemcnt, cspccially on pay wcck ends with 
the Flcct in. Except for silm issues, this duty does not intcrfcsc wit11 the day's 
work but ~ ~ s u a l l y  entails a session a( tlic Commander's table tllc l'ollowing 
morning and tlic Captain's table for more s c r i o ~ ~ s  cases. 

It would he unfair to conclude this article wi t l lo~~t  melition of the assistance 
rendered hy tlic ovcl-\vorkcd ilepnrttiient oftlic Cliief Engineer of the Ilockynrd. 
I3ecausc oT limited complc~ncnt and the lack of sollie eql~ipmcnt, i t  is necessary 
in  some cases to refer major defects to tlxc C.E. Department. 7'11~ rcfrigel-ator 
shop in the dockyard is a hive of industry looking after all tlzc refrigerators and 
air-co~idilioncrs ashorc. which includes s l~orc  estahlislume~~ts and married 
cluartcrs, and alloat. Likewise. tllc I.C.E. sliop is hard pressed to meet all tllc 
commilmcnts from ships, submarines and the innumerable craft attached to 
the Port Auxiliary Scrvice. Mcntion oT only two small dcpartmcnts has been 
made, hut with the addilio11 of C.M.S.s, hot11 c~pcs;ltion;~l and reserve. and 
submaritics to tlxc 1-'ar East Station, it is tllc Autllor's 11~1rnblc opinion that 
considel-ablc additions to tllc dockyard's scrviccs will have to hc made if an 
acceptable standard of elticiency is to he maintained. 



'I'tIIC NAVY CLOSES SllEOKNESS DOCKYARD Al;TISR 300 YEARS 

T l i c  R o y a l  N a v y  of1ici:illy le f t  Shec~-]less a t  sunset on 31st M a r c h  and  s 
cc ] -cmony at 13.M. D o c k y a r d .  Sheerness. o n  tli;lt da te  cndcd  thc  S~I-vice's 
associat ion \s i th t l ie  Isle ol 'Sl icppey a l i n k  \vhicl i  has existed fo l -  m o r e  t h a n  300 
veal-S. 

Al'icl- t l ~ c  c c r c ~ n o n i n l  c los i t ig  down S h e e r n c s ~  L lockya rd  passed t o  the  con -  
11-ollecl U u i l d i n g  L)cuclopnlents L td . ,  \vho 1i;~vc p i i ~ - c l ~ ; ~ s c d  t l i c  es tab l i shmc~ i t  f o r  
i ~ s c  as ;l t r a d i n g  estate. 

A guard  frotn t l ~ c  R o y a l  N a v a l  Bal-I-acks. C l i r r t l ~am.  a n d  t l i c  hand f r o m  the 
~ o ~ : i T  Mat- ines School  of Mus ic ,  I l c n l .  was paratlcct for the last t i m e  at  Shccrncss 
wh i l e  the  O n i o n  .lack \\as lo\verctf d u r i n g  thc  Sunset cercmot iy.  ' l l i c  last 
Capta in- in -Charge o f  S1icc1-iicss l1ockya1-d ( C a p t a i n  P. M. 13. Cliav:~ssc, D.S.C. 
a n d  13x1-, A . D . C . ,  R.N. )  gave a shor t  address bcl'orc I -c l inquishing the con imand .  

T h i s  simple, short cercmol iy  cndet l  the nava l  h i s to ry  o f  the  Dockya r t l .  I t  \\,as 
i n  1005 tlrat an 1 I .M .  D o c k y a r t i  \\'as cst~ib l is l icc l  as a n  a d j u ~ r c t  t o  C l r a l h a m  
a l t h o ~ i g l i  i'or m a n y  years bcfo l -c S l iccr~ lcss  I l ad  hcen usetl h y  t l ie  N a v y  fol- the 
' carcc11in:r ' ol 's l i ips.  

Sal i iuc l  I'cpys, t l i c  then Sccrc lary t o  the  Navy ,  \v[-olc i n  h i s  D ia l -y  in 1065 : 
' To  Shecl-ness \vllerc we \v:~l!icd i t p  and do\\n.  l ay ing  o ~ i t  the g r o l ~ t i d  10 [>C 

taken o n  l'or a Y:II-d. to lay pro\, ision i'ol- c le ;~n ing a i i d  repai l - ing ships 2nd  a niost  
p~ -ope i -  p l i ~ c c  i t  i s  for the  PLII-pose.' 

I ' ro~ i i  t l l c t i  o n  the m c i i  or Shcci-ncss L lockya l -d  helped t o  p lay  the i r  par t  iii 
t1;ival h is tory.  i : r o t~ i  1067. when  t l i c  first boa t  was complc fcc l  thcrc. the Y a r d  
Ilas l i u i l t  a var iety o f  H.M. s l i i l x  rang i t lg  from brigantines usctl t o  su[i l i rcss t l l c  
slave 11-adc t o  1,500-ton cl-uisci-S, a n d  has i-cl i t tet l  frigates, s u h m e r i ~ i c s  ancl 
~ i i i n c s \ ~ c c p c r s  
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