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J l l dg ing  f r o m  some recent articles i n  1':u.t II o f  the .~r~co.~rtc/. the Ed i lo l -  tnusl 
assume t lrat many  of i ts  rcadcrs have n o t  ent i re ly f o r ~ o l t c n  their first :i\pp~.oaclr 
to. a n d  love or; tcc l in ical  matlcr-s p lay ing  wit11 t ra ins  or1 the llltrsct-y I looi-  ! 
In  m y  case, th is ;1sstlriiptioti i s  c ~ l t i r c l y  COI-I-eel. I read 1il' (~0rilt1i:11ider t lodgcs '  
expcricrlccs 6vill1 LIrc S.N.C.F. ( V o l .  11, No. Trip ill ' 1.c M i s t r a l  '1 w i t l i  
g!-eat intet-csi ; especially as I h a d  hccn lucky  enough. a li.\\~ w c c l i ~  c:~i-licl-, t o  
11;lve :l \,cl-y sitnil;tr euperiencc on RI-i t i i l i  Rai lways. I l ' on l \ i  :Is ;In i t~ t l i c :~ t i on  01. 
t l ie  acl~icvcrnct i ts  of one I l c g i o n  o f . B r i t i s l i  Rai lways,  as c o ~ i ~ l , a l - c ~ l  t o  t ! ~ c  
S.N.C.17., the f o l l o \ v i ~ ~ g  ht- ief details may be ol' intcrcs(. 

T h e  occasiotl was no t  specially p lanned o r  organized. I l c t ~ ~ r n i n g  by  1-;1il 
frorn a d u t y  t r i p  t o  E t l i ~ rbu rg l i .  I started of t 'as ;In o rd ina ry  pas\ctlgcr i!i ' T l i e  
El izabethan ' : ;i non-s top express h-0111 W;ivcrlcy to K i n g s  C~LIS.;. I ) l l~ - i t lp ,  
the summcl-  mcintlis. th is nan icd express depal-ts cacl i  wcck-day at 0945. ;1rrivcs 
1520. ;lnd is tI1c1.cl.01-c scl icdulct l  to c o l w  397 mi lcs in 395 rnintrlcs. I t  l io l ( l \  
t l ie  wol-ld's b lue r i b h o n  fo r  t l ie  loligcst r u n  w i t h o u t  intcl-nicdi:ttc stop. A good  
I -unner-~rp i.; t l ic  ' Sucl I'sprcss ' o f  [ l ie  S.N.C.1'. wl i ic l l .  I icadeil  b y  a n  clcctt-ic 
locomot ive,  i\ hookecl ( 0  co\:cr the 360 l i l i lcs from i i s  t o  13ol-dea~lx. \ \ i ~ l i  
~ ~ n i c \ v I i : ~ t  c l l r ious ~) rcc is ior~ .  ill 4 110111.5 59 ~ i i i ~ i ~ l t c s .  

A l ' l x ~ ; ~ c l l i n g  Yot-L. I ncitcd a I-atlicl- \ ' i .eary-looki~ig c l i ~ i n e c r -  and  hir tiratc 
p:issins do\vlr tlrc co r r i t l o r  ancl ellclui~-ic.; conf i rmccl  they were t l ic t l l . i \cr ailcl 
l i rcrnan \\'lie hacl been i n  co l i t ro l  kit- t l ic  l i rs t  t l i rcc and 21 q~ la t - te r  l i o ~ ~ r \ .  11notllcr 
' \rate11 '. l 11:id sr:irtccl t he  journey I pa\sct1scl.s. htld just take11 O\CI .  : 
access t o  t l ~ c  cnpine cab being v ia ;I smal l  c o ~ . r i t l o ~ .  incorpor; i ted i r r  111c crlgirie 
tender. A f t c r  ;I hriel' cli:~l \\;it11 t l ie  ' \ \n l c l i  last oll". pcr rn is r io r~  \\.a5 gl-:~ntcd 
(con t ra ry  1 0  r e g i ~ l a l i o n  !)  f o r -  n ie to accoml>:tny I l i c  l i r eman  w1ie11 I ic took  ;I j l lg 
o f  te:~ :lIotig t o  t l ic  ' \\~:ltcIi-ori ', Iatct. ill the :1I7crnooti. -1.11~ ~ ] ~ ~ c ~ s t i o r i  (11' ;I 

s ~ i : ~ I l  I I c;iusetl 21 lar t  min t l ie  canccl lat iori  hu t  l i l y  10~11ige s i t i t  c t i ; ~ ~  
\v;I\ cscli:~rigccl. t c ~ i i p c ~ t - ; ~ ~ - i l y .  l 'c i r  t l ic  cIr i \cr3s t i \c~-: i I l  ,i:icLct. h o t ~ o t i i s  (11' ~ r o i ~ s e r ,  
wcrc Iitckc(1 i l i t o  sock\ :112d :I tc>wc!. \X>I-I-O\\~~ f'r011i ;I I-~<~X~II-:III~ ct11- :tttc,i<l:t,it. 
\v~-; tp~?ed ro l l l i d  l ic:~d ;ttid tieck. c c > ~ i i j ~ l c l c d  t l i c  c~ ) \e f~ i I> le .  l :irri\,ccI it1 t l i e ,  ( % ~ i g i ~ i e  
cah  ; r l x ) l l t  C;ral~tlinrii a n d  stayed. I'or 35 111 45 n l i n ~ l t c i  u n t i l  the t l . : l i l~  /1;1c1 p :~ \ \ cd  
t h ~ - o ~ ~ y l i  rJctcrl?o1-(i~tgli. Tllir i t~c l~ tc lcc l  <!ttc ol' 111c I-e:illy f:t\t w c ~ i < ~ t i h  (11' II-:ICL, 

T h e  engilrc. n;lnicd ' C;oldcti 1'1~ive1-'. I otic 01' t l ~ c  I';~cilic I I  (;\.l) 
I - o c o m o t i \ c \  (4-(3-21 al id  h~t i l l  i r i  1937. / % l l I ~ i i ~ ~ g l i  llie,c l o c ( i ~ ~ ~ o ~ i l c \  get r~~gtt I i11- 
i i ~ i  t i i i ~ ~ i t c ~ ~ ; ~ r i ~ c  i t  I I : I I  c 12 t o  1 i  11i0tit11\. ; l 1  l~10.000 111iIc~ :11i(I. 
~ s i l  :I o t l i ~ i i ~ i c l  ho i l c~ .  !)I- sirliilal- III:I,;OI I I I I  ;11 200.000 i ~ i i l c \ .  
I l ~ c i r  age ; r l i i l  I ~ I ~ ~ I I I : I I ~ C  I c ['or I i ~ i  ;it id 1 i1 :11 i t i .  

lhctirru. !i1cigIlt of' c ; t r~ i~ i c  ; ~ t i d  tctrcle~~. i t i  \\,cit-kitig i ) r t l c ~ ~ .  i \  l(+! I(,!I, \vI~ic.I, 
include\ L) t on \  o l ' c t>a l  slid 5.000 gallo11\ cif \?:\!er ill t l ic  ici iclcr. . \ [ I  : i \ , t : r :~s~  
~ i i  i I I l l l l o ~ ~ l i c  l i 1 1  i I : ~ l I i i i ~ i l  0 I I 1 1 1 ( 1 ~ ~ ,  

11ril:rdcn. l ) c > t i r i l \  or IIIC r i r ;~c I i i t i c~~y  fittctf C:III l ~ ~ t  Oc > t ~ l t i i ~ d  \\ I :<:I~ ~ l i c  ~ , ~ i g i t l ~ ,  
( l  1 e 1  l i i ~ t i i ~ i ~ r y  IIIII l i o \ ~ e : l .  p i~ ! )c I~~ccd l7y \tc;rt i~ 31 ?!l1 113 .,C\ i l l .  
wo i - k ing  I ~ Y I I ~  ( r ~ c l ~ i ~ c l  to ;I ~ r ~ l i ~ l l  hi11 I I I I ~ I ~  I I  I I  ill 
flit-cc c ) l i ~ i ( l c r \ .  ill p :~ i - i t~~c I .  c:Icli 01 '  l 8 ~ - i i i c 1 i  13t)t-c. 1\11 :t\c~.:lye ~ ~ { ~ i c t ~ c l i t ~ ~ r c .  
p c r , i o ~ ~ t - r ~ c ~ .  i\ 7 Iori\ 1iI'co:11 :11itI 12 1 0  15.000 !!:IIIOII\ o I ' \ \ ; t l c r .  I t~ i~ i : t l  ,>t11cl,, 
1 the I :\re r r l c ~ i l c l .  I t~ccrh \ ;~ry .  c! i  r(.,tilc h! ' X C W > ~ ~ I I ~ '  ~ , . ~ , o o ~ i  



gallotis a time) from water troughs litted between the rails at  five suitably 
placed points. 

Wit11 the I-clativc :rbscncc of i n s t r~~men ta t i on ,  mjnimc~rn o f  contr-ols. ;I noise 
level that m;~l tcs  conversation diflicult and  the realization that  this is dis- 
caul-aged (most  correctly, if the job in liand is t o  be complctcd safely acid well), 
tllc nninitir~lcd ' p;isscnger ' has two altcc-natives. H e  can just  tand d. hold-on, 
[I-y not to  rcgistcr any fear Ile m:ly be experiencing and  horl-o\v. yfi~tcfiilly, tlic 
fit-cman's c l~ai t -  1.1-orn time to time. Alternatively, after becoming somewhat 
acclimati/cd to his l~ovc l  sul-soundings, lie can try and  s t ~ ~ d y  thc actions and  
reactioi~s of'tlrc engine crew in relation to tllc evcl- e l ia~iging scene and requil-c- 
ments. f eu .  ordinary )?:lsscnscrs. even if they give considered tlioliglit t o  tlie 
mattcl-. \vhicIi is ~ ~ n l i k c l y ,  can appreciate how much they depend fi7r their safety 
on,  litcr;~lly. :I good pair of eyes, a n  active brain and  tlie finscrs of one  hand. 
T h c  ollicial pcrmittcd rnaximi~m spccd, o n  iny trip, was 90 m.p.11. To ~na in ta in  
:in avcl-;~gc of  over h0 m.p.h. for  61, llours with many  gradients of I in 200. 
special liscd spccd rcstrictions on sections ol: tlie pcrnmancnt way (some a s  low 
as 20 m.p.h.) ,  not to mention temporary restrictions dtrc to repairs to  track.  
maximum pernlitted speed, possibly more,  must be a f'airly frequent occurrence 
if the t ra i~r  is t o  arrive on schedule. It is o f  interest to  note that n sistcr- 
loct>rnotivc, named ' Mallard ', over twenty years ago,  set LIP a world record. 
for steam trains. of 126 m.p.h. over a five-mile section. This  world record 
slill s t a~ id s .  N o  speedometer was fitted in 'Golden Plovcr ' and  there is n o  
o h v i o ~ ~ s  I-eqllirerncnt. A good,  experienced driver knows every inch of his 
section (:I ncwcomcr to a section may  spend ten weeks o r  more  learnins it a s  . . 
a ' passenger ' driver) and  can judge spccd certainly a s  well as. ~f not better than,  
that  recorded by itmstruments which liave beet1 fitted and  tried. Altl io~rgh some 
of the CI:lss w-e fitted with Automatic Tri~it i  Colitrol, atmd this is o f  limited v:~lue 
t o  date. a s  only :I relatively short  distance of track has been adi~!s tcd to suit, 
the 'Golden Plover '  was not litted wit11 A.T.C.  T o  bring the train t o  rest, 
ft-om high spccd. takes almost a mile which. even if distant signals ;ire well 
sited (01- s i y l i t ~d  !) does not leave n~~lclm margin for sccond t h o u ~ l i t s .  My 
particular journey was made during one  of the few days  o f  English slimmer. 
I t  wcrs not ditficult to appreciate that  heavy driving rain, cross winds. o r  
darkticss makcs an  additional problem when visibility and  rerrsonable comfort  
:ire co~isidcred.  Rotli dl-ivers i~iferretl that this schedule \vas n ' s o l i  n u m b e r '  
cornp:~rcci to  sonic when. after foul- o r  morc  hours  in poor conditions. cycs a rc  
l i tcr;~ll>~ popping o l ~ t  of their sockcts and  drivers a rc  mentally. if riot pl~ysically 
whacked. Ccrt:tinly both h:rd cartied. by scrvicc alone. a sliort sl>ell of com- 
pal-ativc casc. One. aged 67. had over 40 years' service with railways and was 
lo t~k i t i s  fi~ru.;~r-d to dl.iving otre of tlie new i>iescl-electric locotnotivcs hcforc 
retiring to  pcllsion at 65.  

7 '11~ fit-cman, a most ap t  name. does  liave brief vc~riations to  his routine in 
the sl ialx of opclxting tlic water scoop. tctrding hoiler \r,atcr lc\,cl ( m a n ~ t a l  
contt-01). etc.. hut largcly. Iris duty  is to  shovel cool and still mol-c coal. 1.0 
\Irift. m e n  for a sliort distaticc on a rigid pl:~tSorm. o\ct-  a ton ; ( [ I  hour  for 
1111-cc I I O I I ~ S .  is 1101 cvcryhody's idea of cnioymcnt. Adcl a most i~nst:il>lc ioliiilp 
p l : i t S ~ ~ r m  ;I f~ i rnace  that requires a f i~ i r  throw and  cvcn firitis :111ti :L ~-:~pitlly 
cmptying tcnclct- ivhicll nceds ~-cgcllar tl-imming ;311(1 i t  is l i :~s i  to ~it~ticrst : i i i~I 
l i t ) \ v  anbone \ lould volu~l tcer  for the job ! Momcntnrily, I comp:rt-ctl the 
fircmr~n's cirol-ts with thosc o f  some rzttit~gs when placed i t ,  cllargc of olti 
coal-lirctl portx01c h ~ i l e r s .  Would it11 I'.O. ever I ~ : I \ T  t o  ~ \ ~ o r ~ - y  :~t>out tlic 
tcnipcri~kuc-c of a11 ridtniral's bath water. soddcn ' d u l r '  in tlic gallcy. c l r -  rcncwal 
of ;I f ~ ~ s i h l c  plug ? Ad~iii t tcdlv.  the firemen had  10 to 15 vcai-S' pr:ictic;rl 
cxpcricncc of the job hchintl tliciii. 



The train canic to a stantl, for a fcw seconds and for tlrc first time since 
leaving Edinburglr, about a milc short of King's Cross. Tlrc signal depal-tmcnt 
we!-e not ready for L I ~  but c o ~ ~ l d  hardly be hlamcd. On stepping out onto the 
platform, a few minutes latcr, I noted, SI-om the station clock, we were 30 scconds 
alrcad of schedule. 

I t  is only fair to  compare ' cl-ack ' cuprcss trains of one country with similar 
trains in anothcr country and, cvcn 111cl1, there arc many t1ifTc1-ins circumstariccs 
that cannot be resolved into cornmoll krctors. ' I.? Mistral '. for example, has 
in its favour what is probably the hest aligncd main line of i ~ s  Icngtlr in the 
world. It pcrmits spccds of 80 m.p.11. or  more, cont inuo~~sly  for 150 miles. 

Hodgcs and t11c S.N.C.F. clearly win in one respect--clc~unlinc~s of accom- 
modation for passengers, but give British Railways a little Limc. Enylish 
Elcctric, and otl~ers,  accor-ding to advcrtiscmcnts. arc bringin2 11s bcttcr living, 
and tlic days of thc direct descendants of ' Locomotion No. I ' ar-c n~~n ihc rcd .  
One Firm, at least. is now recordins SOS posterity, on long playinfgrarliopl~one 
records, thc noises peculiar to stcam trains. It is sonic comfort to  know that 
O L I ~  great-grandchildren will still l~ :~ \ , c  :I g ~ ~ i d c  as to the most suitable noisc to 
make, when an ' atomic '  Hcornby clockwork rounds a sharp cut-ve at speed, 
and cntcrs a tunnel under the nur-scl-y bookcase ! 
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