
Minutes of Proceedings
AT THE

Annual Meeting
HELD ON F R ID A Y , M ARC H  io , 1911.

C h a ir m a n  : M r. A l e x a n d e r  B o y l e  ( V ic e - P r e s i d e n t .)

T h e  Twenty-second Annual General Meeting of the In s titu te  
of Marine Engineers was held in the Abercorn Rooms, Liverpool 
S treet Hotel, London, E.C., on F riday , M arch 10, 1911, the 
meeting being presided over by Mr. A lexander Boyle (Vice- 
President).

C h a ir m a n  : I  am  sure we all regret th a t  the claims of the 
members of the R oyal Astronom ical Society on our retiring 
President, Sir D avid  Gill, who is likewise their P resident, pre­
ven t him  being here this evening, and  giving us the  advan tage 
of his presence in the  chair. I  am  afra id  I  shall prove an  in­
different substitu te , b u t w ith  your assistance I  shall endeavour 
to  get through the business of the evening, the consideration 
of the tw enty-second Annual R eport of the  In s titu te , as 
satisfactorily  and  expeditiously as possible. This is the one 
evening of the year when we m eet together to  take stock as it 
were of our position and  progress, to  no te w ha t we have done, 
and  the  resu lt of our labours. The details will be subm itted  
to  you for your consideration and  approval in  the A nnual R eport 
and Financial S tatem ent. There is fu rth e r an  im p o rtan t 
feature of the A nnual Meeting, th a t  is, to  give an  opportunity  
to  every m em ber to  bring forw ard any recom m endations or
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suggestions he m ay consider to  be for the advantage of the 
In stitu te . We have also, of course, to  receive the  rep o rt of 
the  Scrutineers, giving the result of the  election of the P resident, 
Office-bearers and  Members of Council for the  new session or 
period of office. There are various o ther m atters, which are 
given in the program me you have before you, so I  do no t propose 
to  occupy your time by m aking any extended prelim inary 
rem arks ; b u t will im m ediately proceed to  the business of the 
evening. I  cannot refrain, however, from congratu lating  the  
m em bers on the fact th a t  we are advancing both  num erically  
and  financially, and  advancing by no short steps. I t  is very 
gratifying indeed to  know th a t  the m em bership of th e  In s titu te  
has increased by th irty  per cent, during the last five years, and  
th a t  the to ta l on the roll a t  the 31st of Jan u a ry  this year was 
1,229. This is a very substan tial increase, and  we m ay all 
feel highly pleased a t  the addition  to  our num bers, especially as 
we have every reason to  hope th a t the In s titu te  will go on pro­
gressing more and  more. B ut for all th a t, gentlemen, I  should 
like to  say th a t in m y opinion, if the m arine engineers of this 
country  were alive to  the in terests of their profession— I  m ight 
say alive to  their own interests and anxious to  keep them selves 
acquainted w ith w hat is going on, an d  w hat is proposed to  be 
done, in the engineering world— they  would join the In s titu te  
in  even greater num bers th an  they  do. E very  m an, I  th ink, 
should be solicitous for the repu ta tion  and  the high standing of 
the profession to  which he belongs, w hatever i t  m ay be, and 
certainly m arine engineers should be no exception to  th a t  rule.
I t  m ay be there is a small section of marine engineers who are of 
the opinion th a t  it  A vo u ld  be of no advantage to  them  to become 
members of the In s titu te . I  am  sure th ey  are m istaken, and  
even on the ground of actual value received—and there are 
m any other im portan t considerations— b u t even on the narrow  
ground of receiving an equivalent for th e ir subscriptions, I  have 
only to  po in t to  the papers read during the  last session alone, 
or in fact to  those read  during any session, as a sufficient answ er 
to  any  opinion of th a t  kind. J u s t  glance for a m om ent a t  
the  list. D uring the las t session there were papers given on 
“ The A pplication of Oxy-Acetylene W elding to  the repair of 
Marine Boilers and  H ulls,” “ Im proved E lectrical A pparatus, r
for W arping, W inding, Hoisting, etc., on B oard Ship,” “ The 
Stability  of Ships,” “ Electro-M agnetic Transmission for Marine 
Propulsion,” “ The Telem otor,” 41 The In tern a l Combustion
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Engine,’* and  so on. This is the  m erest conning over of the 
titles. These subjects are all of the greatest im portance, and 
i t  behoves m arine engineers to  know som ething abou t them . 
A lthough i t  m ay be th a t a good m any engineers have not 
the opportun ity  of becoming personally acquainted w ith  these 
subjects in the course of their daily work, y e t the  im p o rtan t point 
is th a t  if th ey  are members of the  In s titu te  th ey  have an  oppor­
tu n ity  of hearing or reading abou t them , and  also the discus­
sions thereon by practical engineers. I  therefore hold th a t 
m arine engineers generally would be wise in supporting this 
In stitu te . I  say th a t here in the  hope th a t  m y words m ay 
reach a wider audience. I  am  speaking from experience, and 
the experience of m y life leads me to  the conclusion th a t  it  
would be well for the m arine engineers of this country  to  sup­
p o rt this In stitu te , and to  take every opportun ity  of becoming 
acquainted w ith, n o t only w hat has been accom phshed in the 
past, and  w hat is being done in th e  present, b u t likewise w hat 
is suggested by progressive engineers m ay be done in the 
im m ediate future. I  m ay have dealt w ith  th is po int to  the 
exclusion of others which m ight be considered quite as necessary 
to  m ention a t  our annual m eeting, b u t I  feel th a t  the  objects 
detailed in the M emorandum and  Articles of Association, the 
w ork the In s titu te  does, and  its  value to  m arine engineers, can­
no t be too widely known. There are other points I  m ight have 
m entioned, b u t I  will no t occupy more of your tim e. Our first 
business is to  appoint Scrutineers.

Mr. P . B o y d ,  R .N .R . (Member) : I  propose Mr. Jam es 
R obertson  and  Mr. A. E . Sharp as Scrutineers.

Mr. W . S. H o w e l l  (Member) : I  have m uch pleasure in 
seconding the nom ination of these gentlem en.

The m otion was carried, and the Scrutineers re tired  to  carry 
ou t the  duties and  rep o rt during the course of the evening.

C h a ir m a n  : I  will now call upon our Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
Adamson, to  read  the A nnual R eport.

The Hon. Secretary then read  the A nnual R eport, as follows:—


