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SIR  D A V ID  G I L L ,  K .C .B ., F .R .S .,  D .S c ., w hose 
p o r tra it  w e h av e  p lea su re  in  re p ro d u c in g  by 
co u rte sy  of th e  D ollar M agazine, is an  a s tro n o m er , 

h igh ly  d is tin g u ish ed  for h is  a tta in m e n ts  and  re se a rc h e s  
in  h is specia l b ra n c h  of science, who, in  v ir tu e  of h is 
k n o w n  sy m p a th y  w ith  th in g s  e n g in ee rin g  a n d  m e c h a n i­
cal, w as e lec ted  P re s id e n t of th e  In s t i tu te  o f M arin e  
E n g in e e rs  for th e  session  1 9 1 0 - 1 9 1 1 . H is  P re s id e n tia l 
A d d ress , de livered  on  O c to b e r 31  st an d  rep o r ted  in 
th is  issue, p ro v es th e  w isdom  of th e  C ouncil o f th e  
In s ti tu te  in n o m in a tin g  h im  for th e  p osition , a s  it w ill 
fo rm  a  v a lu a b le  ad d itio n  to  its  T ra n sa c tio n s .

H e  w as b o rn  a t  B la iry th a n , in  A b erd een sh ire , in 
1843 , e d u ca ted  a t D o lla r  A cad em y , C la c k m a n n a n ­
sh ire , an d  a t  M arischa l C o llege  in  th e  “ G ra n ite  C ity .” 
L ik e  m an y  o th e r  d is tin g u ish ed  S co tsm en , h is  success  
w a s  ach iev ed  in  co u n tr ie s  fa r  from  h is n a tiv e  lan d . 
A fte r s tu d y in g  a s tro n o m y  a t  a  p r iv a te  o b se rv a to ry  a t 
A b erd een  for five y ears , he  o rg an ized  L o rd  L in d s a y ’s 
ex p ed itio n  of 1873-6  to  th e  M a u ritiu s  for th e  p u rp o se  
of o b se rv in g  th e  t r a n s i t  o f V enus in  a p p ro x im a tin g  
th e  d is tan ce  to  th e  su n . E ig h t y ea rs  la te r  he ag a in  
o rg an ized  ex p e d itio n s  for th is p u rp o se  in S o u th  A frica . 
T h is  co u n try  w as th e  scene  of h is la b o u r  fo r a  period  
of tw en ty -n in e  y ea rs , fro m  1879  to  1907 , d u rin g  w h ich  
tim e  he  held  th e  p osition  of H .M .’s A s tro n o m er a t  th e  
C ape  o f G o o d  H o p e . H e  w as su ccessfu l in h is  
o b se rv a tio n s  of th e  d is ta n c e s  o f v a r io u s  s ta rs  an d  
p lan e ts , an d , in ad d itio n  to  h is a s tro n o m ica l w ork  p u re  
an d  sim ple, ga in ed  d is tin c tio n  in  su rv ey  w ork  n ecess i­
ta t in g  som e deg ree  of civil an d  m ech a n ica l e n g in e e r­
in g  skill. In  1877  he  m easu ied  th e  b a se  line  fo r th e  
geode tic  su rv e y  of E g y p t, ca rr ied  o u t th e  geodetic  
su rv ey  of N a ta l  an d  C ap e  C o lony  d u rin g  th e  y ea rs  
1885  to  1896 , an d  in  th e  fo llow ing  y e a r  o rg an ized  th e  
g eo d e tic  su rv ey  of R h o d esia . H e  w as la rge ly  re sp o n ­
sib le  for th e  in tro d u c tio n  of th e  u se  of p h o to g ra p h y  
in to  a s tro n o m ica l sc ience, an d  in  1882  p h o to g rap h ed  
th e  g re a t co m et of th a t  yea r.

H is  p u b lica tio n s  on su b jec ts  co n n ec ted  w ith  a s t ro ­
n om y  a re  n u m ero u s  an d  v a lu ab le , a n d  th e  h o n o u rs  he 
h a s  g a in ed  in v a rio u s  c o u n tr ie s  s ta m p  h im  a s  one  o f





our most brilliant living scientists. He received from 
the Khedive the Third Order of the Medjidie for his 
work in Egypt, the Gold Medal of the Royal Astro­
nomical Society and the Valz Prize of the Institute of 
France for his observations of Mars in 1882, the Gold 
Medal of the National Academy of Science, W ash­
ington, in 1900, the Gold Medal of the Astronomical 
Society of the Pacific, and the Royal Medal of the 
Royal Society, London, in 1903. He is a correspon­
dent of the Institute of France and member of the 
Academies of Science of Berlin, Rome, St. Peters­
burg, Amsterdam, Washington, New York. He was 
recently appointed Foreign Knight of the German 
Order of Merit for Science and Art and is an officer 
of the Legion d’ Honneur; is a past President of the 
British Association, and is now President of the Royal 
Astronomical Society.

In the course of his speech at the annual dinner of 
the Institute the Astronomer Royal, Professor Dyson, 
attributed Sir David’s brilliant success as an astrono­
mer largely to his mechanical instinct and his grasp of 
engineering conditions.

In addition to the admiration and respect with 
which Sir David was regarded for his scientific attain­
ments, he was esteemed during his long residence at 
the Cape of Good Hope for his geniality and social 
qualities, and that esteem will be shared by all who 
were privileged to be present on the occasion of his 
Presidential Address on October 31st and at the annual 
dinner of the Institute under his chairmanship.
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