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Visit to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital.
On Saturday, M ay  28, 1910.

A v i s i t  to  St. B artholom ew ’s H ospital took place on S atu rday  
afternoon, May 28, which proved of great in terest to  the  m em 
bers and  friends privileged to  be present. The p a rty  was in 
debted to  Mr. A. W atkins, S teward of the H ospital, under whose 
guidance the  to u r of the  various buildings was m ade.

St. Bartholom ew ’s is an  in stitu tion  beloved of painters 
and an tiquarians, by  reason of the  link it forms w ith  the  
rem ote past, and  the rare examples of architecture it contains, 
no tab ly  the  Church of St. B artholom ew  the  Less, dating  from 
the  six teenth  cen tu ry ; the H enry  V III  Gate, rebuilt in 1702; 
and the  fine buildings which form  th e  quadrangle, built in 
the  year 1629. Of the  original priory and  hospital of St. 
Bartholom ew, founded by Rahere in 1123, the  only remaining 
portion is to  be found in the  venerable Church of St. B artho lo
mew th e  Great, now altogether outside the walls of th e  H os
pital. A t the  dissolution of the m onasteries in 1536, the  priory  
suffered along w ith the o ther religious houses, b u t the  
hospital escaped extinction, the  king, H enry  V III, g ranting  a 
charter for it to  be refounded, w ith an  endow m ent of houses 
and  lands. To-day, St. B artholom ew ’s ranks am ong the 
m ost fam ous institu tions of its kind, essentially m odern in its 
equipm ent for the  fighting of disease.

The first building visited was th e  L ibrary , a large hall 
divided in to  abou t a dozen bays, each section containing works 
on a specific departm ent of m edical science. Above is the 
Museum, where m uch tim e was spent. In  th is room are three
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large galleries, each w ith  its rows of shelves containing p re
served specimens of m orbid anatom y, showing th e  effects of 
various diseases, accidents, th e  results of surgical operations, 
etc., of the  highest value to  th e  staff and  the  500 s tuden ts  in 
a ttendance a t  th e  H ospital. The visitors were th en  conducted 
to  the  Medical and  Surgical O ut-pa tien ts’ D epartm ent, a large 
well-lighted hall in  which, during th e  course of th e  day, abou t 
1,200 ou t-patien ts wait th e ir tu rn  for trea tm en t. Grouped 
round and  above th is  room  are th e  special departm ents for 
diseases of th e  th ro a t, eye and  ear, den tal departm en t, electrical 
departm ent, deform ities, etc., th e  instrum ents and  equipm ent 
of which were th e  subject of great in terest. Am ong those 
which a ttra c te d  m ost a tten tio n  were th e  instrum ents for exam 
ining the  th ro a t, the  arrangem ent of the  dark  room  and the  
instrum ents, including a powerful electro m agnet, for th e  t re a t
m ent of ophthalm ic cases, th e  pneum atic den tal chairs and  
accessories, and  the  electrical ba ths and  batteries for the  t re a t
m ent of skin an d  other diseases. In  the section for deform ities 
is a specially arranged gym nasium , it having been found th a t  
m inor deform ities in children can be cured by regular exercise. 
One of the  operating theatres was th en  visited and  th e  arrange
m ents for th e  conducting of operations described.

A visit was th en  m ade to  the  K itchen  D epartm ent, where 
a staff of sixteen cope w ith  th e  ta sk  of providing meals for
1,000 persons daily, a ta sk  m ade possible only by a very  com 
plete equipm ent of gas and  steam  cookers, p o ta to  peelers, 
and  o ther m echanical aids. In  th is  section is a  m achine for 
pasteurising m ilk, th e  m ilk being h ea ted  in one p a r t of the 
m achine to  170° F ., th en  suddenly cooled down to  50° by  means 
of brine pipes, the  process preventing th e  milk tu rn in g  sour 
for a few days. N ear to  th e  boiler house, which was nex t 
visited, is a sm all com pressor for refrigerating by  th e  com 
pressed am m onia process, and  adjoining th is  cold store are 
the  tw o enorm ous fans for ventila ting  the  building The air, 
before reaching the fans, is draw n th rough a very  large horse
hair screen, over which a stream  of w ater is continually  p lay
ing, and is th u s  “ w ashed ” before being d istribu ted  throughout 
th e  building.

In  the  L aboratory , th rough  which th e  p a r ty  was th en  con
ducted, are prepared  all the  pills, capsules, ointm ents, lotions, 
e tc , used in th e  H ospital, and, as m ay be im agined, these are 
p repared on no small scale, the crushing, grinding and m ixing
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m achines being of a size suitable for a prosperous commercial 
undertaking. The p lan t includes a machine for m aking and  
bottling soda-water. In  th is departm ent is shown, very  appro
priately, a pestle and  m ortar m ade of bell m etal used in  th e  
hospital 200 years ago. Above th e  L aborato ry  is the  D ispen
sary, where the arrangem ent of the  preparations was explained.

The H ospital contains in all abou t 740 beds, and  in the  course 
of the year abou t 7,000 in-patients and  130,000 out-patien ts 
receive advice and  trea tm en t, th e  prescriptions dispensed 
to talling  well over 1,000 daily.

Crossing the quadrangle, the  p a r ty  was conducted to  the  
G reat Hall, in which were shown a num ber of valuable po rtra its  
of famous physicians and  surgeons by  Kneller, Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, Wilkie, Millais and  Ouless. Among th e  more 
m odern paintings is a p o rtra it of Mr. Sidney W aterlow  by  Sir 
H ubert von Herkom er, and  a fine p o rtra it of his la te  M ajesty 
K ing E dw ard V II by  Sir Luke Eildes. In  the  grand  staircase 
leading from the  hall are tw o large pictures of “ The Good 
S am aritan  ” and  “ The Pool of B ethesda ” by  H ogarth , and 
in the Com mittee Room  a p o rtra it of H enry V III  a ttr ib u ted  
to  Holbein.

The visit was brought to  a close after m aking an  inspec
tion of the ancient Church of S t. B artholom ew  the  Less, 
which stands w ithin the H ospital walls.


