
IN T H E  
KOREAN WAR 

Background 

In 19.50 tlie Royal Na\y  was still recovering from a shortagc of mallpo\\cr 
li)llo\\.i~ig tlie run-do\vn :~t icr  World War 2.  Few hhips had their war co~ilplc~iicnt 
clnh;lrkctl although those deployed to tlie Far East \\:ere more capable than tliosc 
011 tlic l l o ~ n c  Station. Na\al Air Scluadrons \vcrc shol-t of  aircrc\v and ~naintaincl-S 
and \\ere still using 111) stocks o f ~ b s o l e t c  \var t i~~lc ;~ircr;~fi as 1)roduct101i 01' 11e\v 
t y l m  ~i ioccd 0111y s10\\'1y. I.ortil~lateIy. a number of pcoplc ciitli \xrnr c ~ p c r i c ~ i c c  
h:~d hccn retained. Tlic Far East Station coccrcd ;I cast area \x , i t l i  signilicant 
rc~po~isihilitics.  

The Royal Australian Na1.y had only ti)rmcd its 1:lcct Air Arm in 1938 uitli a grcnt 
deal of  13rlt1s11 help and hnci only recently taken delivery 01' its first carricr a ~ i d  
embarked air groi~p.  Many of its aircrec\s had cvartimc e s p c r i c ~ ~ c c  e\.itli tlie Royal 
Na\ y or Royal Australian Air 1-orcc. 

Thc Royal C'anad~an Na\\ .  llacl also rcccntly for~ncd a I:lcet Air Arm with a light 
Ilcct carrier on loan from Britain. l ~ t  d ~ d  not deploy i t  10 Korea. .4 potential plan 
10 cml~ark :I C'anadian S I  \ F r r o ,  squadron in a I3ritisli carricr was not acted on. 

Thc North Korean People's Army (NKPA)  advrinccd. almost at \vill. throi~gli the 
Soutli Korean defences after its surprise attack on 3 J ~ l n c  19.50. O n  27 Sunc. 
P I I I  S I I I I  N.T Syngman R I I I  I and his (io\.ern~iient lcli Seoul anti it must lisle 
secmcd to the Communist commanders that the war \vas i111-cady won.  However. 
in their plans they liad lel't one factor out of their calculations that was to procc 
t h c ~ r  ruin sea power. The reaction of tlie United Nations to this aggression \vas 
s\vifi and ~~namhiguous.  allo\ving allied navies to cucrt rclcntless pressure on 
North Korca. 

I n  tlic summer of 10.50. the Hritisll Far East Station was commanded hy Ar)nlirc.~l- 
S I R  Patr~ck Hrcl\r) \vho flee\ his flag at a shore headquarters in Singapore. Much 
of the operational fleet. fortuitously. was in Japanese L~atcrs i~ndcr  the operational 
control of  R I  :21< AIl\111< 11 .4Nl)l<l,LI I S. Flag Officer Second-in-Com1iia11d f a r  East 
1;lcct ( F 0 2  FEI-'). in the cruiser Bc~lfir.\r. They liad recently carried out a ni~mbcr ot 
cscl.ciscs \\,it11 LJSN \varships under the command of V I C ' I  AI) \ I I I~ : \L .  C.T. S o \ '  
USN. ('o11irnandc.r US Naval Forces 1-ar Fast (C'OMNAVFF). The Rrit~sli Task 
Forcc i~icludcd rhc light fleet carrier 7i~iititr/>lr (Fl(v.1 ). the cruiser . / c ~ t ~ ~ o i ( o  and a 
numher of clestroycr\. t i~ga tcs  and logi\tic ships including a hc>spital ship. 



O n  henring of tlie invasion. AI)~IIR..~I_ ANIIKI \\:I:s sailed o n  his on-11 initiati\c nc 
0130 on 26 Sunc. giving orders to his forcc to conccntlxtc in southern Sapancsc 
porls. On 27 Sunc the U N  Security C'ouricil had clcscribcd the NKP.4  attack as  'n 
brcacI1 of \vorICi peace'  rid a ~ ~ t I i o ~ - i ~ c d  ~iicmber nutionh to ashiat the Rcpuhlic of 
Korea. Tlic British <;o\:c~.~imcnt's dccisiu~i to support tlic Security Resolution \vas 
anriounccd hy the Prime Minister. Mlt ATTI-1.1.. in thc I~iou\c of C'ommuns on 77  
Sune. 0 1 1  tlie ncyt clay lie annou~iccd that t3ritisli naval forces in .lnpancsc Lvatcrh 
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were 17laccd at tlie clisposal of US authorities to act on behalf of the UN Security 
C'ouncil. The Canadian Government immediately offered naval suppo~-t li)llowcd 
o n  20 Sr~nc. by the (~io\crnments of .Australia and New %cal:~nd. Orders from the 
Atl~niralty \\-ere scnt directing the C'-in-C' Far Fast. 

"To place the Royal Na\y  at present in Sal>ancc ivatcrs at the disposal of  
the US N a ~ a l  C'omnland". 

~ Z I ) \ I I I (  \ I  RI<I\I)  had already ofkreci the use of  his tlcet to V1c.1 Ar)llll<.\I . l ( ) \ ,  fi)r 
'any 1iumanit:uian m~ss ion '  and \varnccl RI . \ I <  i 2 ~ ) r \ ~ ~ 1 < : \ ~  Ai\il)l<l \I I S that he might 
so011 be called o n  for action under thc UN C'hartcr. 

C'omnionwealth n a ~ a l  units ivcrc lapidly assimilated into the US command 
structure. C0MNAVI:E. V1c.1 AI)ht~l<:\r_ .l()\' placed RI \I< A I ) ~ I I R : \ L .  A C I ) I < I  L \ I  S 
in command of Task Group 96.X. the West Korean Support Ciroul? \<'hicl1 
co~liprised mainly ('ommon\\~calth and allied ships. RI A I <  ~41~~111<,\1. ~ - I I ( ; ( ~ I N s  
ClSN was placed in coriirnaricl of  the mainly USN East Korean Support (iroiip. 
7i.ir1ii1l111 joinctl Task I:oi-cc 77 of  thc US Pacilic Flcct ot?'Okinaha \vllc~.e RI \ I< 

. : \ l ) L l l l < . I l  l1osk;lNs USN. C'onl~nander carrrcr Di\.ision 3 in USS I>I//(,I. I.'o~;qc 
took tactical command oftlie tbrce. Planning tilr n cornhincd strikc against target?; 
In North Korea started at once and the Task 1:orcc mo\.ed to the operating area. 
American higiial proccdurcs \vcrc adnl~tcd at once and n o  difficulty \vas found in 
~vorking \vith tlic USN. RI \I< .A[>\'l11< \ 1  A\l)l<l \ \ I  S later ~vrotc  that. 

" I t  all seemed so f'amiliar as it was just \vhat \\c had done so otien before 
during the exercises in Marcli \vitli very similar thrces". 

Also. 1 t  \vas o ~ i l y  ti1.c years since ttlc US and Brit~sli pacific Flccts liad \\,orkcd 
togctlicr so s ~ ~ ~ c c s s f i ~ l l y  in the final phnsc of  the mar against .Inpan. 

The first carrier strikr 

Tlic lirst na\-al air strikes of  the \var were flow11 off bcti\,ccn 0545 and 06 l 5  o n  3 
.luly f i o ~ n  USS l i ~ l k ~ l ,  Fol;yc, and H M S  T I - ~ ~ I I ~ I ~ I ~ .  X C'ol<s,\lrcs. It, S K ~ . I < . \ I I ) I  1<5 

and 12 Jets t i o ~ n  Ci~l lc~l  fi)l;qc. attackcd Pyongyang and other airficld sites. 
d c s t r o y ~ ~ i g  15 to 20 aircraft on the ground and 2 in the air. 12 F11c1.t I 1,s and 0 
S I  . \ I  I I < I  s li-om T~. i l i~ i~ l~ l l  nr~ncd \\,it11 rockets attackcd fIacjii airfield. damaging 
hangars and buildings but n o  aircraft ~ v c r c  sighted. All tlic aircraft returned satkly. 
tlak liad been rlcgligihle but slight damage had been inflicted o n  some aircraft by 
small al.nls tire. 

I3otll na\.ics had heell at pains after 19-15 to work out common operating 
procedures and tlicsc. cnlianccd by cross deck operations in the recent cscrciscs. 
ivorkcd well. O n  4 Suly aircraft from lilll(?. Foi:<cB attacked 2 gullboats in the 
Tacdong estuary. dcstroycd one small rail\vaq bridge. damagcd a~iotlicr anti 
destroyed I5 ra~l\vay locomotives and a significant amount of rolling stock. 
.Aircraft li-om 7i.ii11i1l1h attacked tlic railway bct~vccn )'onan and Ilacju. scoring 2 
hits on a bridgc. Targets of  opportunity. ~ncluding a column of marching troops. 
\ ~ c r c  attackcd. Two American and one Hr~tisli a~rcraft i\,crc damagcd hy tlal\. 

Tlic choice of targets fix tlic Rritisll aircraft was severely I ~ ~ n i t c d  bj.  tlic poor 
radius action of  the early mark of FII<I k1.y olicrntcd hy 7'1.irrnl/1h's 14th C'arrier Air 
Group (C'AG) and tlie limited strikc cap:~hil~ty of the S I  ,\I I I < I  47 (Fl(i.2). \vhich 
\\,as pri~narily and air dcfe~icc fighter. 



.An unti~rtunate incident occurred o n  7 X  July 1050 u.licn the t:leet A I ~  .4m1 
auffcrcd its first casualty o f  tile war. C ' O ~ I M I S S I O N I  I )  P I I  O T  W I  1 1  1.1 of X 0 0  Naval 
Air Squadron \cas shot donn In his S1 . \ t ' l r i l  by a USAF B29 'fi)r no  cry apparent 
rc:~son.' M\< W I I I T I  \c.as picked up. sul'fcring from burns. from his dinghy by a 
L!SN destroyer and transkrred to 7i-11111rl)ll I:~tcr in the day. ('ommcnting o n  the 
~ncident. C'OMNAVFE Inter said 1Ii:lt. 

"The calculated risk of  damage to li-ic~ldly forces must hc ncceptcd" 

Carrier operation* 

1,ikc all \ \ , an  in the ~iiodcrn era. this \\.as a maritime \bar with thc United Nation.; 
uttcrly depcndcnt on the sea for the transport of' troops. supplies and. to a very 
largc cxtcnt. air support. Control of  the sea allowccl n firm beachhead around 
Pusan to bc cstablishcd and maintained. T/.ilr~il/~h sl~ffercd a leaking stern gland 
and \\.as rc1'Ixed in Task Force 77 by the USS /'hili/)l)iilc~ Sc,rr, a more potent 
strike carrier. After repairs. she joined the West C'oast Task Forcc ~vllerc Rritish 
and A~~s t ra l ian  carriers \vcrc to operate thr much of  tile remainder o f  the \c.ar. 
Althougll less capable than her USN counterparts. T~.illirll)ll played a key role in 
the war by hcing in the right place at the right time and her contribution \vas. t l i ~ ~ s .  
more signilicant than forces \\l10 \\,ere too far away. 

In Scptc~nhcr. ~ ~ . I I I I ~ I / ) / ~  played a small part in the covering force during thc 
landings at Inchon that transformed the war. 13y then her elderly air g r o ~ ~ p  llacl 
hccomc increasingly dil'licult to maintain and she Lvas due thr replacement. 

IiMS Tlic~.\.c~rrc (1*'1(;.3) rclic\cd licr: a sister ship. \chic11 carried thc 17tli CACi. 
cquiplwd ~vi th  squadrons oi'\,cry capable S I  i\ F ~ I < \ .  and F l ~ 1 . k ~ ) .  FR5 aircraft. 
Her squxlrons \\;ere kept busy flying combat air patrols over inshore forccs. 
strafing ~ninc-laying junks and supporting troops ashore. By November. i t  seelncd 
that the ii.ar was nearly over and 7'11cso11.\ was allo\ved to leave the c o ~ n b a t  r s n c  
\vhcn UN fhrcc. lno\.ed close to the Yalu Ri\,cr. She \\,as hastily recalled \vhcn 
('llincse troops infiltrated into Korea and s t r ~ ~ c k  hard at UN ground forccs. 



11 17;1ttcr11 of opcratio~is emerged in tvllicli the British carrier olt' the west coast 
alternated \\,it11 a USN light carrier and 1.1-icndly rivalry led to a constant 
i m p r o \ u ~ ~ c t i t  in both navies' war fighting capability. When not on patrol. the 
12ritish ship \vould rct~lrn to the C'ommontvcalth base port u t  Saseho to take on 
rcplacclncnt aircrafi and ammunitioli and give Ica\,c fbr the rest alld rccrcation of' 
the ship's company. A patrol typically ccllnprised ten days at sea with a day 
rc f i~c l l~ng  and re-arming at sea in the ~niddle.  

; P l ~ c ~ . ~ c ~ i t . v  operated t l i rougho~~t  the bitterly cold winter of' 1950-5 1 dcspitc gales. hail. 
sno\v and poor visibility. I n  December the air group \vas only able to fly on 17 
days hut managed (110 sorties \vithout accident. By tehruary tllc sortie tally hail 
risen to 1.500. tcstcmony to the r ~ ~ ~ g c d n c s s  of  the aircraft and the skill of' the 
17ilots. 17 CIZ( i  \\a5 awarded the Hoyd Trophy ti)r 1950. This tvas instituted by 
RI '\I< A I ) \ I I I ~ I I .  S I R  Denis R()\.[). the wartime Captain of HMS I l l r i s r ~ ~ i o l ~ s  of' 
Taranto fame. and is r~wardcd fhr the most outstanding feat of naval aviation ill a 
g i \cn ycar. Until his death in 1965. A ~ ) \ ' I I I ~  \ I  R o \ , ~ )  usually presented the tropl~y 
In person. 

As spring succcedcd winter. less wind and a heavy s~vcl l  g a w  deck landing n 
l i ~ c l y  interest hut the accidcnt rate rclnaincd comnlcndahly IOU, .  The loan of a 
USN liclicopter fhr combat SAR duties in place ol'tllc obsolete S I  \ (11 rr I{ biplane 
flying boat had all outxtanding effect o n  aircrew moralc. Fibc aircrew were 
r-c\cucd ~ r i t l ~ i ~ i  ~ i ~ i ~ i i ~ t c s  of  d i tc l l i~~g  i11 its first fcm t\.ecks o f ' o ~ ~ e r a t i o ~ ~ .  

This is an appropriate point to ~ncntion the maintenallcc carrier I iMS i ! i ~ i c . o i . / ~  

1'1(;.4). \\hicl1 scr\,cd tliroughout the m.ar in support of tlic operational carriers. She 
krried hundreds of replacement airfi-a~nes from the main British bases at 
Singapore and I long Kong. ~ ~ s c d  her cxtcnsi\e \1!0rks11ops to repair battle damaged 
aircraft and transported thousands o f  C'omniontvcaltli troops to and from tiorca. 
She c \cn  carried out a bombasdmcnt of NKPA positions nsliorc \\.it11 her 4" inch 
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guns 011 sortie. LIcspitc hcl. largely second line tasking. she had a ft~lly 
filnctional flight deck and often gave deck-landing practice to rcl>laccmcnt pilots 
;\nd acted as 'spare deck' tbr tile operational carriers. Rcplaccmct~t aircraft \verc 
ti.rricd from tllc U K  to the F'ar East In the light tlcct carricr HMS Ilirl.~.ior. 

In  April I951 T/Ic~xc,I,.\ \\.as rclic\cd by HMS (;/or.\. having carried out 3.500 
operational sorties in K6 flying days o ~ c r  7 months. Tllc light tlcct can'icrs ~ v c r c  
htiilt to an austere sl>ccification in LVorld War 2 and had many d~sad\antages 
incl~~dii lg  lack of  speed. li\elinc.;s In rough u.cathcr and recurrent trouhlc M it11 the 
singlc catapult. Dcxpite that. they succeeded in operating with an intci~sity and 
skill ~\.hicll RI A I <  A I ) ~ I I I <  \ I  S(,OI I-MOIUC.I(II  1 I-. \\,l10 had rclic\cd R1.W Ar)alrl<..ll 
A " U I ) R I . M  I S ;is F 0 2  FFJF on his promotion to Vicc Admiral. was able to report to 
his C'-in-(' as being praixed highly by the USN. 

(;lo1:1. (FI ( ;>) .  another of the ~ ~ b i q l ~ i t o ~ ~ s  light fleet car~.icrs. carried the 1.c-fbnned 
14th CAG cquippcd \\tith S I  h F L I I < ~ . ~  (!:I(;.(>) and f.ll<l t l . \  FR5 (F1(,.7) which \4!~rc 



to be the standard Coni~nonwenltli carrier fighter-bornhers for the rest of the \var. 
l ler first 17;ltroI coincided with tlic C'hinesc spring offensi\.c in ~vhich the 1st 
13attaliotl of the Ciloucestcrshirc Regiment \vns alliiost annihilated dcknding  a 
1~)si t ion of  tlie Inljin K i \ w  and the British 27th Brigade and the US 5th C'a\.alry 
Rcsimcnt Sought tnemorahlc delaying actions near Knpyong. In  the summer, talks 
about a n  nrm~sticc began and the land \vat- hecamc static. b:~scd on lines of  
trenches remilliscent o f  the First World War. 



In Septcmhcr 195 1 (;lo/.i. was relieved by HMAS SI.(/IIC,I.. t l ~ c  first C ' o ~ i i ~ ~ i o ~ ~ ~ c a l t l l  
carrier to go into action and a great credit to the Royal Australian Na1.y \\,hich had 
ollly cstablishcd its own Fleet Air Arln In I94X. Wcr scllladrons \\rere equipped 
\\,it11 thc same type of  a~rcrat i  as Ilcr British sister ships and. indeed. many 
replnccment aircrali came IYom British Far Fast rcscr\c stock\. lent to the RlZN 
cvhilc Si.c//~c!~, ~ v a s  in the ~ 3 r  ~ O I I C .  Aircrafi niaintaincd the coastal blockade and 
kept a \vatchfi~l eye on tlic building up of C'hincsc troops hy rail and road. During 
October. S~.tl/ic,l. had to m o \ c  awn!; from the war lone  to ;lvoid Flurricane R I  rrl. 
Shc still cncol~ntcrcd storni Ibrcc seas. \c.Ilich destroyed six aircraft i l l  tlic deck 
17;"'h. 

In Ihur ~nonths  of operations. ivllilc (;loi~. \\,as a\\.ay refitting in ikustrnl~a. 
Syd~ley 's  2 1st C'AG fie\\ 3,366 sorties in 43 operational flying days. C'asualtics 
included 3 pilots killed and I5 aircraii lost. She \vas rclie\cd. in turn. by C;lo/:~. 
~\.lio 'lkll back into the routine as if slrc had n c w r  been a\vay' in January 1952. 
I-lying operations n o w  inclucicd the dcf'cncc o f  islands off the West Coast occupicd 
by allied fi>rccs as well as  interdiction. spotting for shore bombardment. blockadc 
cnforccmcnt and  close support of the C'ommon\vcaltl~ Di\ ision. I3y tlic cnd ot'her 
second dcploymcnt in thc war zone. Gloi?. co~nplcted nearly 5.000 operational 
sorties for the loss of  9 aircrcn and 17 aircrati. klcr SF, \  f:[~~<\,s.  armed with two 
5001h bombs. had become deadly accurate dive-bornhers  sing a 45 dcgl-cc d i \ c  
tcchnicluc. 

For the remainder of  the \\.ar. Gloi:~, alternated in tllc opclational area \\it11 yet 
another I~glit  fleet carrier. HMS Oc,clo/l (FI(i.8). 

By the summer of' 1953 tlic first comlnunist Jet. tllc M]( ,  I engined with a copy of  
the Rolls-Roycc Nr.vl . appeared. They had a considcl-ahlc edge in perfhrmancc 
o w r  t l ~ c  S I  ..I 1.~110, hut. fortunately. their pilots did not. S I .  \ Flrf?\, scctiorls stayed 
togetlicr. kept their eyes pealed. used tlic :ivailahlc cloud cover and survived. 
Some did more than that. A World War 2 vctcran pilot. L I I  I ~ T I , N ! I N T  Pctcr 
C'!\ltr\~rc I l , \ l  I.. al\\~ays known  as 'Hoagy' and his tl~glit  from X02 Naval Air 
Squadron cn~barkcd in Oc.cJtin shut down a M I ~ ;  15 on 9 August 1952. They 
'inconvcnienccd' several others. 
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Looking back o n  tlic war. C' \ I<MI( ' II : \ I .L.  I-ccallcd tliat. 

"Ox-carts \\ere one of tlie 111ain road targets to go for. It \vas amazing 
ho\v Inany o f t h c ~ n  blew LIP \vlicn y o i ~  hit them \\-it11 cannon tire!" 

This \\.as a manifestation ot'thc allied policy of'intcrdiction in \tliicli both heavy 
bomber4 of the USAF and the bomb and rocket armed carrier fighter-ho~nbers 
attempted to halt enemy troop and supply mo\.cmcnt. I t  was not entirely 
success f~~l  and the communist arlnics were able to lannch a large scale of('cnsivc In 
tlic sprlng of 1953. as tlic possibility of  a truce hcca~nc  stronger in the hope of 
making i t  appFar as if tlic U N  was suing I'or peace in order to a\.oid deka t .  During 
tliis linal pcr~od.  S1 \ I : \  ,< \S  and I : I R ~  1 [.vs covcrctl large areas of country: 
attacking anything that moved and mucli tliat did not. For a tlmc tlirce night- 
fighter I . I I < I  t ~ \ l , s  \vcrc put :rsIiorc at the reclueat of tlic US Fifth Air 1-orce to 
counter night-ni~isanec raids by ('ommunist p r ~ p ~ l l c r  driven aircrali. They 
operated \\,it11 success l'roni a n  airstrip s o ~ ~ t l i  of'Scoul. 

At Inst. on 27 July 1953. a n  nrmisticc \vns signed at P a n m ~ ~ ~ i l o n .  For so~i ic  months 
aticr tlie \\.ar. light tlcct carriers continued to opcl.nlc claw to Korea in case there 
wnb a resumption of Iiostilitiea. They included a tour by HMS IC.i~~./.iol.. returned 
to opel-ationril dutics after her time as a f u r y  carrier and HMAS .SI.~II(:I.. 11.1iicll left 
Korea for the last time i l l  June 1954. 

The ('ommon\vcaltli carrier tliat .;a\$ most action in tlic Korean War was HMS 
i .  She had equalled a I-ccord of  113 sorties ill a single day set hy I1MS 

c ~ t r t i .  a 12at \vhich in\olvcd c\cry pilot including C'ommandcr 'Air' flying fi)ur 
sorties and \vhicll ~.csultcd in the dest~.uction of  7 bridges. 78 buildings and 5 ox- 
carts. After leaving the UK In May 195 l .  she steanicd 157.000 miles and tie\\ 
13.700 sortlcs of which '1.500 Lvcrc oycrntional. t [er aircrati dextroycd 70 hridgcs. 
391 veliiclcs and 49 railivay trucks tiw tlic loss of 30 aircrew. &'cap011 c s p c n d i t ~ ~ r c  
for 1111s ship alone totalled: 

278 Y 1.0001b bombs. 
7.080 .i 5001b bombs. 
23.318 X 3" rockcl prqjectilcs 
1.44 1.000 rounds of 2Omm cannon ammilnition. 

Sorties 

I:samplcs of sorties tlown fro111 HMS Glo~!.: 



People 

Indi\ idual accounts of Lvar operations arc beyond the scope ol'tliis article hut t\vo 
Iiacc hccn sclcctcd as heing illustrati\c of the C'o~li~iionwcaltli carrier operations. 
S I ~ I ~  L I I  11.11 \ \'IT- Ncil M,\( 'MII  I.,\ui) and C'PO H.\Yc.()\i of the RAN wcrc .;hot 
cio\vn in the FI I<I  t . 1  \. near Sari\voli north of Hacju. IIMAS S ~ . t l ~ ~ c ~ i .  liad S1 \ I - I ~ I < \ . ~  
111 the air and they ~ v c r c  sent to pro\,idc cn\,cr. as the do\vned aircrati u,as \\ell 
~ns ldc  cncmy territory. The C'arricr C'aptain found it difficult to make tlie decision 
to send the SAR hclicoptcr. loaned by the USN cvitli a LISN crew. for them 
I,ccausc it was douhtli~l if'tllcy could fly tlic 75 miles and clear cncmy tcrritorh 
before nightfall. He appro\cd tlie sortie and tlie hclicoptcr sct off.. Mca~l\vIiilc 
b11 T I  or< lighters of 77 Squadron RAAI.' Joined the S1 \ I:I'ltr s and the do\vned 
aircrciv helped to keep the encil-cling enemy troops at hay with their O \ ~ I  N sub 
~iiacliine guns. At 1715 the h11. I I OI<S liad to go hut tllc S I  ,\ F I I < \  5 .  tlocvn hy 
L I I  L I I . \ , \ \  I s C' \\;.I\ \ ( i l l  and S.11.l I I O L  SI . decided to stay despite being low on 
f ~ ~ e l .  At 1735 tlie hclicoptcr arriccd hn\.ing tloum at 120 knots. some 20  knots 
above tlic acceptcd legal ~ l l a s i r n ~ ~ r n .  and landed. Its (~)bser\,cr. C'PO (i001)1hc~ 
jl~rnped out and shot two cncmy soldiers U ho liad crept to lvitllin 15 yards of tlie 
do\vncd aircraft. ,411 Ilour later. the liclicol,tcr. \\,it11 tlic t\vo rcscucd aircrew and 
still escorted by the S I  \ FI 1 ~ 1 , s .  landcd at Kilnpo airticld. .just as  darkness Fell. 

During a patrol by HMS GIoi:\, in January 1953 a different form of  interdiction 
\vas tried. With the ri\.crs and ground both ti-o~cn hard. road transport could easily 
dri1.c round any da~iiagc inflicted. It was \\ell kno\vn that rail~vay bl-idgcs cicrc 
al\\-ays quickly repaired and so attacks \vcre directed at railway lines at 
inacccssihlc parts of the routes. O n  5 January a S1 :\ F1li\' piloted hy L11 r ' r l  N . \ N T  
D.(;. 'Pug' h4.\1III I< ivas hit hy enemy flak aticr an  attack 011 a raillvay line north 
ofC'h:~eryon. I t  caught tire and lie baled out but his section failed to sec \~ l ic rc  he 
landed. For 90 m i n ~ ~ t c s  aircrati scarclicd fhl- l i ~ m  without success and an IJSAI; 
hclicoptcr. escorted by 2 SI,:\ F L I I ~ \ ' s .  \vas sent to the scene. Unfort~matcly it waa 
li,rccd to turn hack by had \\,cather and M:\-rill I< \vas taken prisoner by the NKPA. 
One of the escorting S1 \ 1'110 S. f lo~vn by SLII$ L11 11 T I . N , \ \ l  B t: R \\ 'UI . I< lost 
rndlo contact and \\..as ~ l c \ c r  seen again. Later in tlie day. a Sea I;llry tloc\li by S I I I ~  
L I I  ll-rl N \ N I  R.S. SIZION1)4 RNVR spun li-om 3000 fbet and cvplodcd oli hitting 
the groulid. L.11 LT1 I \sr FOSTI I< made a wheels up landing at Pcngyong do aticr 
a rougll running engine and electrical k~ilurc in his SI .  \ 1;r7l<r.. 0 1 1  tlie next day. a 
F ~ I I < I  l I \,. Ilo\vn by L11 N \ N T  W.R. H1 ,\70h \\.as hit by flak and ditched north 
of  Kirin do. I3e was rcscucd ti-om his diligliy hy a USAk- licl~coptcr ti-om 
Pengyong do. 

Some le\\ons learned 

Pliotograpliy was used c x t e n i ~ c l y .  being particularly ~ ~ s e t i ~ l  for liarhour 
reconnaissance in the cnforcemcnt of  the blockade and for assessing the results of 
interdiction missions. In mid 1951 a pliotogmphic interpretation officer n,as 
appointcc1 to the opclxtional carricr. His scn.ices were described as  invaluable and 
the liunclrcds of  ilnagcs. ~ , l i c n  expertly interpreted rcvcalcd Inally ingc~iioi~sly 
camouflaged targets. 



The value of  the liclicopter as a combat Search and R c c u e  \~cliiclc was amply 
demonstrated o n  land and at sea (Flcr.c)). As n 'plancguard' during flying 
operations ~t was ~~nr iva l lcd  for efficiency by day hut a destroyer operating clohc to 
the carrier \\.as still necessary at night. At different times. R N  aircre\\. \vcrc 
rescued by helicopters operating ti-oln bombarding cruisel-s at Wonsan and Inchon. 
from the LST mines\vecping tender. from USAF airfields as \veil as their own 
carriers. T'hcir ~nora lc  value \\:as important but their limitations had to he 
appreciatcd. Thcsc included a small 13dius of action. made even smaller hy strong 
head\vinds and a reliance on dead-reckoning navigation \vith its potentially large 
errors. Instl-ument flying capability \vas mi~iimal and the mnge of their V H F  
radios was limited. For these reasons the ilbiquity of  basing \vas a n  important 
factor and some o f t h e  aircrew that were rescued \\ot~lci not have hccn rccovcred if' 
only the carrier borne helicopters had bccn a\,ailable. 

11MS Oc,c'oi? instituted prc-da\vn missions and these proved \,cry productive of  
targets ns thc aircraft thund cncmy roacl trunsport that \\.as still on the mo\c.  
Many Iorrics \vcre destroyed in this way and the cxpcricncc gaincci hy aircre\v 
from this typc of operation was of great ~ a l u e .  Thc enemy was not slwv to react. 
liowe\~cr. and (;lot:i.'s ;~ircr:ltl so011 Iiad dit'tic~llty finding targets alicr the cncmy 
introduced a simple but e f i c t i v c  air-raid warning system. This comprised 
Lvarning tircs. lit on the ground. \vhicIi appeared lion t ~ v o  to three miles ahead of 
the aircraft. on looking back pilots could sec a long line of tircs stretching behind 
them! A low approach \vas then adopted to dcce~ve  the cnclny radar but the foggy 
season intervened before the cfli.cti\encss o f  this method could he fully g~111gcd. 

In general. pilots had not bccn trained in night deck landing tecliniqucs and so 
night interdiction was not possible tlirougliout the \var. 



Conimand and Control 

It u a s  clear fi-om the outset that the United States would bear the Iicavict sliarc of' 
tlie fighting and. since tlicre \\,as an existing US Command Stl-ucture in Japan. i t  
\\;as natural that tlic naval contributions fi-om tlic C'o~nmonwcalth navies s l i o ~ ~ l d  tit 
into it. Operational co~limand was the most signiticant sincc the Rritisli Far East 
Flcct had its own logistic and type support structure. This was able to support tlie 
Australian. C'anadian and New Zealand units sincc they all operated sliips and 
cqnipmcnt of British manufachlrc. Personal rclatio~is between American a ~ i d  
British ofliccrs \\:ere. tliroughout the war. cffccti\c and cordial. 
Misundcrstand~ngs and diffcrcnccs of  outlook were inevitable but Lvcrc always 
o\crcomc. Many arose simply because o f  the difticulty o f  arranging \verbal 
contact \vitli tlic American operational co~ii~iiandcrs. moat of  ivhom cucrciscd tlicir 
commands afloat. 111 contrast. the tlircc t2ritisli Admirals who acted as 1'01FF.f: 
during the m:ar cucrcised tlicir co~iimand fr-o~n Sascbo in Japan. only proceeding to 
tlic operational arca with a small staff o n  special occasions. 

The chief diffcrcncc bct\vccn the .4mcrican and British systc~ns lay in the rigidity 
of the Sormcr. Orders \vcrc estrenicly dcti~iled and direct communication n n  ;I 

i~uiior Ic\el \\ith anotlicr Scrvicc or even task fi)rcc n a s  ti-o\v~icd upon.  All 
communication u a s  supliosed to go hack up the chain of 'command. through the 
cop and clown again. 'Information' addressees did not take action until told to 
'coriil~ly' hl7 the i~n~iiediatcly silpcrior authority. even ~vlicn it n:as oh\.ious tliat 
sclcli : ~ c t ~ o ~ i  \\\.o~~ld l i ;~\c  to be takcn. Practically n o  discretion \vas left to the 'man 
o n  the sl-mt'. In the British C'ommonivcaltli command structure. anticipation and 
i n ~ t i a t i ~ c  \vcrc expected and cucrcised. USN ships attached to tlic West ('oast 
I3lockadc (iroup very mucli appreciated the reduced reliance o n  signals. 
~nstructions and dc~iiandh for situatioli reports. Later relations hctivccn the USN 
and RN licnctitcd greatly fium tlic pcrccptions o f  ~nutual confidence that g r c ~ z  
horn these operatlolis. 

A ~ ~ o t l i c r  difli.rcnce \\;as a rule it1 tlic U S N  tliat the officer in tactical command 01.3 
carrier task force or g1-0i11) must himself be a n  aviator. It accepted that less 
efficient .AA and AS screening and co-ordination het\vccn forces [night result a11d 
the RN v i c ~ v  \\;as tliat non-flying Ihctors might sirftcr in conacclucncc. The fact 
that none of  the British flag officers ucr-c aviators made it dil'tic~ult for the 
('ommander 7th Flcct to ~~ndcrstatid how they could c o l ~ ~ r n a n d  a task g r o ~ ~ p  tliat 
contaiiicd two light fleet cnrrrcrs. At on stage i t  was suggested that they s h o ~ ~ l d  be 
taken out of Task Forcc 95 alld. though continuing to operate in the satiic arca in 
the Ycllou: Sea. placed under the command of' Taxk Force 77. the heavy carriers. 
\vliicli usually operated in the Sca of Japan. Tlic British vetoed this. 

Conimunicationf 

l'lie rigidity of  tlic US systcm of  command threw a heavy strain on 
comniunications. Operation ordcrs and plans rcaclicd prodigious dimensions and 
contained so  much detail tliat, fiom a British pcrspcctivc: 'some oftlie wood could 
not be sccri fhr the trees'. Time was wasted while ordcrs were passed down the 
lorig cl la~ns 01' com~nand  and 'Americanisms' such as RFS - Ready tbr Sea 
initially caused confilsion. On thc whole. commonwealth warships had little 
difficulty in using the US system but had to augment the equipment and nianning 
levels in order to cope \\.it11 the incrcascd traf'tic. 

Tlic strain on communications \\;iis amplified by the large ~ iumhcr  of situation 
reports. reports of' intentions, action takcn and so on required f io~i i  sliips at sea by 
U S  commanders. (ircat importance \vas placed on 'opsums' intended fi)r tlic 
benefit of the preas. This \\;as somctliing new to the British at tlie time a l t l ~ o ~ ~ g l i  it 
\vas to bccomc familiar to a later generation during tlie F:alklands War. 



British perception of thc Interdiction Canlpaigr~ 

Complete interdiction of' a battlefield has always proved difticult but 
circumstances in Korcn scc~ncd  to offcr special opportunities. The complete 
blockade cntbrccd hy the over\\hclming UN na\.al Ihrccs entirely ruled out s i~pply  
by sea: the meagre rail and primiti\e road comm~~nica t io~is  of North Korca secmcd 
vulnerable to tlie almost ~lndisputed UN air po\\.c~-. ,Additionally. important road 
and rail cc~itres 011 tllc East Coast were open to na\,al l~ombardmcnt. Tllc 
vulnerability of  the rail\vays secmcd to he enhanced by tlic large numhcr of  
hridgcs and tr~nncls forced on them hy tlie mountainous terrain of North Korea. 
For cua~nplc. the eastern nct~bork. scene of  most naval interdiction effort. includecl 
050 hridgcs :rnd causeways and 23 1 tunnels in 1.140 miles of track. 

Aiicr the limitation of  the C'hiliese ofri.nsivc. the main effort of UN air operations 
was directed at interdiction. This was the primary responsibility of  the US 5th Air 
Force. supported hy allied contingents and all a\~ailable naval and USMC' aircraft. 
The efforts of the USAF and USN were n c w r  co-ordinated at theatre Icbcl. oiic 
result from the lack of  a ~ ~ n i f i c d  ,joint com~nand.  Ciradt~ally. it came to he acccptcd 
that. broadly speaking. the USN would deal with the East C'oast railway and 
li~gli\\:ay systems and the USA[' dealt with the West C'oast wlicrc it intcractcd \\.itli 
tlie ('ommo~i\vealth carrier efforts. Except wlien circumstances dictated otlicr 
temporary employment of  aircraft. this policy continued for twenty months. 
Immcnsc damage was unquestionably inflicted on the cncmy communications 
systems and all moLcmcnt by rail or road Lvas contincd to the hot~rs  of darkness 
hut t i l l 1  interdiction of tlie battlefield \\;as nc\.cl- acliic\cd. Throughout the 
ca~npaign. the C'omm~~nistx were a l ~ i a y s  able to launch a n  offc~rsi\,c if tlicy wishcci 
to do so. 

The causes of  this f:iilurc. ill British eyes. \\;ere pr~mari ly due to inhibitions 
acccptcd by tlie UN fhr political reasons. anci pal-tly to tactical and operational 
conclitions. In the k>rmcr category the ban o n  soi~rces ot' s i~pply ill Manchuria 
robbed aircraft of targets ~ \ h i c h  might ~vcl l  have been d e c ~ s ~ v c .  The static \\;al.. 
acccptcd during the protracted ar~iiistico negotiations. enabled the C'ommunists to 
keep their strongly fortified f i m t  lines sufficiently supplied in a way tlicy could 
I I C \ . C ~  Iia\.c done In a \xar of movement. The enemy \\,as alloucd to tight OI I  Iiis 
o M n  terms and many of the adva~itagcs possessed by thc allies wcrc negated. 

L\licn i t  was initiated In J a n ~ ~ a r y  195 1 .  the interdiction campaign liad the ol?ject of 
impeding tlie Communist admnce and u a s  ~~ndoubtcd ly  Justified. altliougli 
opposed by AI)MIII..IL S1 IR11131 I . C'TF 77. m.110 felt that his aircraft ~ \ o u l d  be better 
cmploycd pro\.idi~ig close air support for the Army. Its continuation throughout 
tlic long armistice negotiations s;~vourcd dangerously of trying to \vin the \\.as by 
air poncr  alone. ~vhi le  the anny and navy ivcrc rclcgatcd to comparatively static 
and d c l c n s ~ ~ c  roles. It is ciifticult to resist the conclusion that this strategy. \vhicli 
cert;linly suited the C'oiii11iunists. \vas cotitint~cd For too long and that bcttcr rcsultx 
would have hccn obtained h\; the adoption of a Inorc aggressive strategy 
implcmentcd hy tlie three Scr\ Ices working together in the closest co-opel-atio~i in 
support of  each otlicr. Wit11 hindsight. the cucrtion of  the mobility and Ilesibility 
given to the UN forces by tlicir command of tlie sea and the air should lia\c bee11 
used to Ihrce a war of moLcmcnt that the cnc~iiy could not Iia\.c sustained. This 
might \\,ell lia\,c compelled the cncmy to accept more satisfactory armistice 
cond~tions at an appreciably earlicr date. 



Si~ninlary and conlnient 

At the outset. RI,,III .AI)MIR..IL. A N I ) R I  M I S had stated that it \vould he \ \ r o ~ ~ g  to 
regard a single light tlcct carrier as rcprcscntativc of  \\,hat naval aviation could 
ncliicvc in any theatre. Even taking into account the conditions under which tllc 
war \vas fought. the cndlcss coastline around a nan-o\v peninsula and the lack of  
~iaval  and air opposition. the pcrformancc of the Commonwcalth carriers was. 
lio\vc\~er. remarkable. The ~ntcnsity of flying. the operational lessons ancl the 
length of thc war. throughout \\Iiich the Commonwcalth maintained a carrier on 
station brought niany squadrons and their pcoplc to n high pitch of'profcssionalis~~i 
and cfficicncy matched in li.n, other arms of tlic British Ser\.iccs. In turn. this 
psoduccd a corps of  espcricnccd aircrcli- and maintainers \v110 \\..ere \\-ell equipped 
to handle tlie nc\v generation of  aircraft. such as the R L ~ C ' ~ . ! \ X I  1.11. and to use tlic 
ne\i ccli~ipmcnt and t c c l i n i ~ l ~ ~ c ~  that ~ v c r c  being cicvclopcd in the lJK that ~vould 
rc\olutionire carrier a\.iation. 

The light fleet carriers provided the most conspicuous aspect of  Commonwcalth 
operations in the Korcan War. Their pcrfbrmancc \vas admitted on a11 sides to he 
outstanding hut u.as ~>ossiblc only bcca~lsc of the lack of serious na\.al and ail- 
ol>lx)sition. llad thcsc existed o n  an apprcc~able scale. more sllips would liavc 
bccn nccdcd and Inore effort \vould Ila\c hccn required for tighter d c k n c c  and 
escort to the detriment ot' ol'fcnsi\,c operations. The r c s ~ ~ l t s  achie\cd Lvcrc the 
result of hard ~vork. mi~cli impro\,isation and the drl\-ing ol'macliincry beyond the 
I~mi t s  it \vas d c s i ~ n c d  for In some cases. 

The signing of'an armistice on 27 July 1953 ended hostilities that liad lasted I .  118 
days and in\.ol\-cd na\al forces fi.onl Austlxlia. C'anada. C'olombia. France. the 
Nctlicrlands. New Zealand. the R c p ~ ~ b l i c  of liol.ca. Thailand. the United Kingdom 
and the LJSA. 

The seal of Royal appro\al was set on the C'ommonwcalth cllhrt two days after the 
:irmisticc was signed \\)lien the follo\ving message from HCI- Majesty the Quccn to 
the Hoard of Admiralty \vas signalled to tlic Fleet: 

Please csprcss to all serving in C'ommon\vealth Flcct my deep 
appreciation of the splendid scrvicc they h a ~ c  given t11ro~1gIi0~1t the 
tighting in Korea. 

(Signed) ELIZ \ R E  rH R 

Statistics 

During tlie war. 76 ships of' tllc Commonwcalth Navies and their tlcct auxiliary 
scri ices s e r ~ c d  in the combat area for varying periods. 37 L\-arships of  11ie Royal 
Navy included 5 carriers. 6 cruisers. 7 destroyers and 14 frigates. 9 \carships of' 
tlic Royal Australian Navy included 1 carrier. 3 destroyers and 4 ti-igates. Tllcir 
comb~ncd  casualties totalled 19 1 .  

17.000 of icc rs  and men of the Royal Na\,y. Royal Marines and Royal Flcct 
Ans i l~ary  Scrvicc served afloat in Korcan \vater?; and 4.300 more scrvcd ashore in 
.Inpan. I05 officers and men were decorated fbr gallantry and 289 were mentioned 
in despatches. British \varships steamed 2 .100 .50  ~ni lcs  and used h37.150 tons of 
filcl. C'arricr aircrali dropped 15.700 bombs of ~ a r i o u s  sizes. fircd 57.600 rockets 
and 3.300.000 rounds of  1Omm cannon ammunit~on in 23.000 operational sorties. 

4.507 ofticers and men of the Royal Australian Na\y  scrvcd afloat in the \var 
zone. 57 ofticera and men u c r c  decorated for gallantry. Australian \varships 
stculncd o w r  41 9.000 miles carrier aircraft dropped X02 bombs of \.arious sizes. 
lirecl 6.359 rockets and 20'1.249 rounds 01' 20111111 c a ~ ~ n o n  an~nlu~ii t ion 1.360 
sort1e4. 
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