
ANNUAL DINNER

T h e  S e v e n ty - F ir s t  A n n u a l D in n e r  o f  th e  In s t itu t e  w a s  
h e ld  o n  F r id a y ,  8th  M a rc h  1974 , a t  G ro s v e n o r  H o u s e , 
P a r k  L a n e , L o n d o n , W . I . ,  a n d  w a s  a tte n d e d  b y  1519 m e m b e rs  
a n d  g u e sts .

T h e  P re s id e n t , D r .  S im o n  A r c h e r ,  w a s  in  th e  C h a i r .
T h e  o f f ic ia l g u e sts  in c lu d e d : H is  E x c e l le n c y , M r .  P a u l K o h t ,  
th e  N o rw e g ia n  A m b a s s a d o r ; H is  E x c e l le n c y , M r .  T i l a k  E .  
G o o n e ra tn e , H ig h  C o m m is s io n e r  f o r  S r i  L a n k a  (C e y lo n ) ;  
Y .  K .  P a o , E s q . ; H i s  E x c e l le n c y , D r .  th e  H o n . C a r e l  de  W e t , 
A m b a s s a d o r  o f  th e  R e p u b l ic  o f  S o u th  A f r i c a ;  H is  E x c e l le n c y , 
M r .  B .  K .  N e h ru , H ig h  C o m m is s io n e r  fo r  I n d ia ;  H is  
E x c e l le n c y , M r .  N ic h o la o s  B ro u m a s , th e  G r e e k  A m b a s s a d o r ; 
H i s  E x c e l le n c y , M r . C a ld e ir a  C o e lh o , K . C . ,  M .G . ,  th e  
P o rtu g u e se  A m b a s s a d o r ; H is  E x c e l le n c y , M r .  T .  H .  
M c C o m b e , O .B . E . ,  H ig h  C o m m is s io n e r  fo r  N e w  Z e a la n d ; 
D r .  D e n is  R e b b e c k , C . B . E . ,  M .A . ,  D . L . ,  J . P . ;  H is  E x c e l le n c y , 
S e n o r  M a n u e l F r a g a , th e  A m b a s s a d o r  f o r  S p a in ; M . Ja c q u e s  
G .  A .  G e r a r d , M in is te r - C o u n s e llo r  fo r  E c o n o m ic  A f fa i r s ,  
re p re se n t in g  H i s  E x c e l le n c y , th e  B e lg ia n  A m b a s s a d o r ; 
V ic e - A d m ira l  S i r  G e o rg e  R a p e r ,  K . C . B . ,  D i r e c t o r  G e n e ra l 
( S h ip s ) , M in is t r y  o f  D e fe n c e , P a s t  P re s id e n t ; V ic e - A d m ira l 
S i r  F r a n k  M a s o n , K . C . B . ,  P a s t  P re s id e n t ; J .  E .  C o o p e r , E s q . ,  
C o u n s e llo r  (D e fe n c e  P ro d u c t io n ) , re p re se n t in g  H is  E x c e l le n c y , 
th e  H ig h  C o m m is s io n e r  f o r  C a n a d a ;  M . G e r a r d  M e sn e t , 
O .M . ,  D e fe n c e  A t t a c h e , re p re se n t in g  H is  E x c e l le n c y  th e  
F r e n c h  A m b a s s a d e r ;  R e a r - A d m ir a l  R .  K .  S .  G h a n d i ,  V r .C . ,  
N a v a l  A d v is e r  to  th e  H ig h  C o m m is s io n  o f  I n d ia ;  M a jo r-  
G e n e ra l S i r  L e o n a rd  A t k in s o n , K . B . E . ,  B .S c . ,  th e  C h a irm a n , 
C o u n c i l  o f  E n g in e e r in g  In s t i t u t io n s ; D r .  A .  W . D a v is ,  
D e p u ty - P re s id e n t ; C a p t a in  F i l ip p o  M o tto le se , D e fe n c e  an d  
N a v a l A t t a c h e  f o r  th e  I t a l i a n  E m b a s s y , re p re se n t in g  H is  
E x c e l le n c y  th e  A m b a s s a d o r  f o r  I t a l y ;  M . C .  H .  A .  P lu g , 
C o u n s e llo r  ( E c o n o m ic  A f f a i r s ) ,  re p re se n t in g  H is  E x c e l le n c y , 
T h e  N e th e r la n d s  A m b a s s a d o r ; C o m m o d o re  L .  N .  M u n g a v in , 
N a v a l  A t ta c h ^  ( P a k is t a n ) ;  K .  K .  C h a n , E s q . ,  S e c o n d  
S e c re ta r y , In fo r m a t io n , re p re se n t in g  H is  E x c e l le n c y , th e  
H ig h  C o m m is s io n e r  fo r  S in g a p o re ; B a ro n  C a r l  G u s t a f  v o n  
P la te n , C o u n s e llo r  f o r  E c o n o m ic  A f f a i r s ,  re p re se n t in g  H is  
E x c e l le n c y , th e  S w e d is h  A m b a s s a d o r ; B .  N ik i t in ,  E s q . ,  F i r s t  
S e c re ta r y , re p re se n t in g  H is  E x c e l le n c y , th e  A m b a s s a d o r  fo r  
th e  U . S . S . R . ;  C o m m a n d e r  V .  G .  E r n s t ,  C . D . ,  D e p u ty  
L ia is o n  O f f ic e r  (M a r i t im e ) ,  re p re s e n t in g  th e  S e n io r  L ia is o n  
O f f ic e r  (M a r i t im e )  C a n a d ia n  A rm e d  F o r c e s ;  F .  B .  B o lto n , 
E s q . ,  M .C . ,  P re s id e n t , B r i t i s h  S h ip p in g  F e d e ra t io n , P a s t  
P re s id e n t ; C o m m o d o re  M . J .  M c D o w e l l ,  H e a d  o f  N e w  
Z e a la n d  D e fe n c e  S e rv ic e s , L o n d o n ; J .  A r k e l l ,  E s q . ,  C . B . E . ,  
C h a ir m a n , B r it i s h  In s t i tu t e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t ; C o m m a n d e r  
W . H .  A r n o ld , O .B . E . ,  R .N .  (R e t d ) ,  P re s id e n t , D ie s e l 
E n g in e e rs  a n d  U s e r s  A s s o c ia t io n ; T h e  R e v e re n d  L .  E .  M . 
C la x t o n , M .C . ,  M .A . ,  A . R . C . M . ,  R e c t o r ,  S t . O la v e ’ s ;  
J .  W . C o m m o n , E s q . ,  P re s id e n t , N o r t h  E a s t  C o a s t  In s t itu t io n  
o f  E n g in e e rs  a n d  S h ip b u ild e r s ; J .  B .  D a v ie s ,  E s q . ,  P re s id e n t , 
In s t i t u t io n  o f  E n g in e e rs  a n d  S h ip b u ild e rs  in  S c o t la n d ; 
D r .  R .  H u r s t ,  C . B . E . ,  G .M . ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  R e s e a rc h , T h e  
B r i t i s h  S h ip  R e s e a rc h  A s s o c ia t io n ; R .  A .  H u s k is s o n , E s q . ,  
C h a ir m a n , L lo y d ’s R e g is te r  o f  S h ip p in g ; B .  P .  L a ig h t ,  E s q . ,  
O .B . E . ,  P re s id e n t- E le c t , T h e  R o y a l  A e ro n a u t ic a l S o c ie ty , 
re p re se n t in g  th e  P re s id e n t ; S i r  K i r b y  L a in g , M .A . ,  P re s id e n t , 
In s t i t u t io n  o f  C i v i l  E n g in e e r s ; J .  M c N a u g h t , E s q . ,  H o n o ra r y  
T r e a s u r e r ;  D r .  I .  M a d d o c k , C . B . ,  O .B . E . ,  F . R . S . ,  P re s id e n t , 
In s t i t u t io n  o f  E le c t r o n ic  a n d  R a d io  E n g in e e r s ; R .  M c A . 
M a r s h a l l ,  E s q . ,  th e  C h a irm a n - E le c t ,  re p re se n t in g  th e  
C h a irm a n , B r i t i s h  M a r in e  E q u ip m e n t  C o u n c i l ;  R .  M u n to n , 
E s q . ,  C . B . E . ,  B .S c . ,  P a s t  P re s id e n t ; R .  R u t h e r fo rd , E s q . ,  
C h a irm a n , S a lv a g e  A s s o c ia t io n ; P ro fe s s o r  R .  W . H .  S a rg e n t , 
P re s id e n t , In s t i tu t io n  o f  C h e m ic a l E n g in e e r s ; M . A .  S in c la ir  
S c o t t , E s q . ,  C . B . E . ,  P a s t  P re s id e n t ; D .  W . S p e n c e r , E s q . ,  
C h a irm a n , N a t io n a l A s s o c ia t io n  o f  M a r in e  E n g in e b u ild e r s ;
B .  E .  S to k e s , E s q . ,  C h a ir m a n , In s t i t u t io n  o f  P ro d u c t io n  
E n g in e e r s , re p re se n t in g  th e  P re s id e n t ; D .  M .  T r e e , E s q . ,  
C h a irm a n , S o c ia l E v e n t s  C o m m it te e ; R .  T .  Y o u n g , E s q . ,
B .S c . ,  P re s id e n t , A m e r ic a n  B u re a u  o f  S h ip p in g .

The Loyal Toast having been duly honoured
T h e  P r e s i d e n t  s a id : I  h o p e  M r .  T o a s t  M a s te r  w i l l

fo rg iv e  m e  i f  I  a n t ic ip a te  h im  in  in tro d u c in g  to  y o u  to n ig h t 
o u r  d is t in g u ish e d  p r in c ip a l sp e a k e r , M r .  Y .  K .  P a o , s h ip ­
o w n e r  a n d  b a n k e r  p a r  e x c e lle n c e , e n tre p re n e u r , e m p lo y e r , 
e d u c a t io n a lis t , p h ila n th ro p is t  a n d  m u c h  m o re  b e s id e s ! 
( Applause)

M r . P a o ’s re p u ta t io n  a s  h e ad  o f  p o te n t ia lly  th e  w o r ld ’s 
la rg e s t  p r iv a te ly  o w n e d  sh ip p in g  g ro u p  is  w e ll k n o w n  
th ro u g h o u t th e  in d u s t r y  a n d  to  m o s t o f  u s h e re  to n ig h t .
I  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  w h e n  n o t  a t  h is  h e ad  o ffice  in  H o n g  K o n g , 
h e  d iv id e s  h is  t im e  m a in ly  b e tw e e n  N e w  Y o r k ,  L o n d o n  a n d  
T o k y o .  T h a t  h e  h a s  fo u n d  t im e  to  be h e re  in  L o n d o n  a t  
o u r  A n n u a l  D in n e r  is  in d e e d  fo r tu n a te  fo r  u s  a n d  w a s  
p ro b a b ly  n o t  in s p ire d  b y  a n y  d e s ire  o n  M r .  P a o ’s p a r t  to  
e x p e r ie n c e  a  B r it is h  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  E le c t io n  a t  f ir s t  h a n d !

C o u ld  it  be  th a t  h e  m ig h t  h a ve  b een  a t t ra c te d  b y  th e  
re c e n t ly  d e c la re d  p h e n o m e n a l p ro f it s  o f  so m e  o f  o u r  la rg e r  
b a n k in g  h o u se s , ru n n in g  in to  h u n d re d s  o f  m il l io n s  o f  
p o u n d s ?  I f  M r .  P a o  c o u ld  p e rsu a d e  o u r  w o r th y  b a n k e rs  to  
in v e s t  so m e  o f  th is  h a rd - w o n  “ lo o t ”  ( in c lu d in g  th e  c o n t r i­
b u t io n s  f ro m  o u r  o v e rd ra fts  a n d  b r id g in g  lo a n s )  in  th e  c a u se  
o f  B r i t i s h  s h ip p in g , h e  c o u ld  c e r ta in ly  c o u n t  o n  m y  b e n e vo le n t 
a p p ro v a l, p ro v id e d  o f  c o u rs e  (a n d  h e re  I  a m  su re  m y  o ld  
f r ie n d  B o b  Y o u n g  w i l l  n o t  m in d  m y  m e n t io n in g  i t )  a n y  
s h ip s  Y . K .  m a y  b u ild  a re  c la s se d  w ith  L lo y d ’s  R e g is te r  a n d  
a l l  e n g in e e r o ff ic e rs  a re  m e m b e rs  o f  th is  In s t itu t e . S u re ly , n o t  
a  g re a t  d e a l to  a s k !

N o w a d a y s  sh ip o w n e rs  a n d  m a r in e  e n g in e e rs , w h e th e r  
d e s ig n e rs , b u ild e rs  o r  o p e ra to rs , a re  m o re  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re  
m u tu a l ly  d e p e n d e n t. W ith o u t  o w n e rs  w e  m a r in e  e n g in e e rs  
w o u ld  be fo rc e d  to  c o m p e te  fo r  a  l iv in g  in  a  h a rd  m a rk e t  
a sh o re , th o u g h , m in d  y o u , w e  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  m a k e  a  f a i r  
jo b  o f  i t !  W ith o u t  m a r in e  e n g in e e rs , o w n e rs  w o u ld  e ith e r  
be b a c k  in  s a i l  o r  h a v e  to  get in to  th e  p a c k a g e  h o lid a y  
ra c k e t !

B u t  e n o u g h ! Y o u  c e r ta in ly  d o  n o t  w a n t  to  lis te n  to  a n y  
fu r t h e r  p re a m b le  o n  m y  p a r t . W e  a re  a l l  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  
h e a r in g  M r .  P a o . I  k n o w  h e  h a s  se v e ra l th in g s  v e ry  c lo s e  to  
h is  h e a rt  to  te l l  u s  a b o u t . A n d  s o , M r .  T o a s t  M a s te r , o v e r  
to  y o u !  (Applause)

M r .  Y . K .  P a o , p ro p o s in g  th e  to a s t  o f  T h e  R o y a l  an d  
M e rc h a n t  N a v ie s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  C o m m o n w e a lth , s a id : 
F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  M r .  P re s id e n t , I  sh o u ld  l ik e  to  t h a n k  y o u  v e ry  
m u c h  fo r  y o u r  k in d  w o rd s . I t  is  a  g re a t  h o n o u r  f o r  m e  to  be 
h e re  th is  e v e n in g  a t  th is  w e ll  k n o w n  a n n u a l g a th e r in g  a n d  
to  be c a lle d  u p o n  to  p ro p o s e  th e  to a s t  to  T h e  R o y a l  a n d  
M e rc h a n t  N a v ie s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  C o m m o n w e a lth . I  fe e l y o u  
w i l l  u n d e rs ta n d  m y  se n se  o f  p r id e  in  k n o w in g  th a t  in  a  w a y  
th is  re f le c ts  re c o g n it io n  o f  th e  c o n t r ib u t io n  H o n g  K o n g , a n d  
H o n g  K o n g  sh ip o w n e rs , h a v e  m a d e  o v e r  th e  p a s t  tw o  
d e cad e s  to  w o r ld  sh ip p in g  in  g e n e ra l a n d  to  B r it i s h  m e rc h a n t  
s h ip p in g  in  p a r t ic u la r . W h ils t  m y  l i fe  is  n o w  v e r y  c lo s e ly  tie d  
to  m e rc h a n t  s h ip p in g , I  c a n  a lso  c la im  a  c a s u a l a c q u a in ta n c e  
w ith  th e  R o y a l  N a v y . S o m e  y e a rs  ag o  I  b e lie v e  w e  sh a re d  a  
sa lv a g e  a w a rd  w ith  o n e  o f  H e r  M a je s t y ’s  s h ip s — I  su p p o se  
it  c o u ld  be  c la im e d  a n  e a r ly  jo in t  v e n tu re — a n y w a y , it  w a s  a  
b r ie f , h a p p y  a n d  s u c c e s s fu l o p e ra t io n .

A n o th e r  l i n k  h a s  b e e n  fo rg e d  in  re c e n t  y e a rs  th ro u g h  
m y  a s so c ia t io n  w ith  th e  H o n g  K o n g  c h a r it ie s  f a i r  o rg a n iz e d  
a n n u a lly  u n d e r  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  th e  R o y a l  N a v y  C o m m o d o re  
in  c h a rg e , to  ra is e  fu n d s  f o r  lo c a l c h a r it ie s  in  a id  o f  H o n g  
K o n g ’s h a n d ic a p p e d  a n d  u n d e r  p r iv ile g e d  c h ild re n . M u c h  
f in e  w o rk  is  d o n e  b y  th e  R o y a l  N a v y  in  o u r  c o m m u n ity  a n d  
th is  y e a r  th e  f a i r  is  o n  M a y  4 th . M a y  I  b ro a d ly  h in t  th a t  
d o n a t io n s  f ro m  o u ts id e  H o n g  K o n g  w o u ld  s t i l l  be  g ra te fu l ly  
re c e iv e d . ( Applause)

U n l ik e  so m e  o f  m y  p re d e c e sso rs  a t  th is  g a th e r in g , I  
c a n n o t  c la im  s e rv ic e  e x p e r ie n c e  o n  b o a rd  s h ip s  in  t im e s  o f  
w a r  o r  p e a c e , a n d  I  h e s ita te  to  re la te  m y  p e r s o n a l e x p e rie n c e s  
w it h  sh ip s  a s  a n  o w n e r  d u r in g  th e  la s t  20 y e a r s . I  c a n  s a y , 
h o w e v e r , th a t  in  th e  s h ip p in g  w o r ld  l i fe  is  fu l l  o f  in te re s t  an d  
a  y o u n g  m a n  a t  th e  s ta r t  o f  h is  c a re e r  h o p in g  to  a v o id  a  d u ll 
n in e  to  f iv e  jo b  c a n  d o  n o  b e t te r  th a n  to  get in to  s h ip p in g  
w h e re  h e  w i l l  get a l l  th e  c h a lle n g e  a n d  v a r ie t y  h e  n e e d s .

N o t  b e in g  a n  e n g in e e r I  c a n n o t  e x p o u n d  o n  m a tte rs  
te c h n ic a l. S h ip p in g  in  its  b ro a d e s t  se n se , is  a  c o m m o n  fa c to r
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w ith  th e  m a jo r it y  o f  u s  h e re  th is  e ve n in g . B a n k in g , w h ic h  
h a s  b een  a n d  s t i l l  is  a n  im p o r ta n t  a sp e c t o f  m y  l i fe  a n d  w h ic h
I  f in d  fa s c in a t in g , m ig h t  be  b o r in g  f o r  so m e  h e re , th e re fo re , 
h a v in g  co m e  f ro m  H o n g  K o n g  to  jo in  y o u  h e re  th is  e ve n in g ,
I  fe e l I  c a n  d o  n o  b e tte r  th a n  t a lk  to  y o u  a b o u t H o n g  K o n g  
h o p in g  th a t  th e re  w i l l  be a  fe w  p o in ts  o f  in te re s t  in  w h a t
I  h a v e  to  s a y .

O v e r  th e  p a s t  fe w  y e a rs  v is it in g  p la c e s  a n d  m e e tin g  
p e o p le  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w o r ld , I  h a v e  o fte n  b een  a s k e d  th e  
q u e s t io n , “ W h a t  is  th e  se c re t b e h in d  th e  su c c e ss  o f  H o n g  
K o n g , p a r t ic u la r ly  a s  f a r  a s  sh ip p in g  is  c o n c e rn e d ? ”

T h e re  is  n o  s im p le  a n s w e r  to  th is  q u e s t io n  b u t I  c a n  te ll 
y o u  th a t  H o n g  K o n g ’s e m e rg e n ce  a s  a  t ra d in g  a n d  s h ip o w n in g  
c e n tre  is  l in k e d  w ith  th e  fa c t  th a t  w e  a re  b le sse d  w it h  an  
e n c o u ra g in g  b u s in e ss  a tm o sp h e re , th e  v i r t u a l  a b se n c e  o f  
e x c h a n g e  c o n t ro ls , lo w  le v e ls  o f  t a x a t io n  p lu s  a n  in g re d ie n t 
o f  tre m e n d o u s  im p o rta n c e — a  p o p u la t io n  s t i l l  w il l in g  an d  
d e te rm in e d  to  w o r k  h a rd  to  a c h ie v e  th e ir  a im s  a n d  a m b it io n s . 
(Applause)

T h e re  is  a n o th e r  fa c to r  w ith  w h ic h  I  th in k  so m e  o f  m y  
c o n te m p o ra r ie s  w i l l  h a v e  c o n f l ic t in g  v ie w s . I  a m  c o n v in c e d  
th a t  th e  c o m p le te  a b se n c e  o f  G o v e rn m e n t  su p p o rt  fo r  H o n g  
K o n g  s h ip o w n e rs  h a s  a  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  it s  o w n — th e re  a re  
n o  s u b s id ie s , n o  lo w e r-c o s t  f in a n c e , n o  in v e s tm e n t c re d its  
o r  o th e r  s p e c ia l t a x  in c e n t iv e s  a n d  in  fa c t  n o  p re fe re n ce  
sch e m e s o f  a n y  k in d . W e  h a v e  been fo rc e d  to  b e co m e  s e lf  
r e l ia n t , a n d  th ro u g h  th is  h a v e  d e ve lo p e d  th e  s k i l ls  n e c e ssa ry  
to  s u rv iv e  a n d  g ro w  in  a  k e e n ly  c o m p e t it iv e  w o r ld . ( Applause)

A s  m a n y  o f  y o u  w i l l  k n o w , la n d  is  s c a rc e  in  H o n g  K o n g  
a n d  w e  h a v e  lo o k e d  to w a rd s  th e  se a  f o r  o u r  e x p a n s io n . 
P r o x im it y  to  J a p a n  is  s ig n if ic a n t  a n d  th e ir  d e ve lo p m e n t as 
a n  in d u s t r ia l g ia n t  c e r ta in ly  n eed s n o  e la b o ra t io n  f ro m  m e .

E m e rg in g  H o n g  K o n g  s h ip o w n e rs  w e re  n o t  s lo w  to  
g ra sp  o p p o rtu n it ie s  th ro u g h  p u rc h a se s , c h a rte rs  a n d  jo in t  
v e n tu re s  w ith  Ja p a n e s e  in te re s ts  a n d  th e se  m u tu a l ly  b e n e f ic ia l 
a s s o c ia t io n s  w e re  re f le c te d  in  th e  u p w a rd  b u s in e ss  su rg e  in  
th e  re g io n . R e c e n t  c h a n g e s  in  th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  E a s t  
a n d  W e s t  a n d  th e  c o n se q u e n t in c re a s e  in  th e  v o lu m e  o f  
t ra d e  w i l l  a d d  c o n s id e ra b ly  to  th e  c a rg o  m o v e m e n t th ro u g h  
H o n g  K o n g  a d d in g  a g a in  to  th e  n eed  f o r  m o re  to n n a g e .

T h is  b r ie f  b a c k g ro u n d  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  H o n g  K o n g  
a c t iv it y  p ro v id e s  m e  w ith  a  sp r in g  b o a rd  to  to u c h  u p o n  a  
s u b je c t  w h ic h  I  b e lie v e  h a s  n o t  p a sse d  u n n o t ic e d  h e re  in  
B r i t a in — th a t  o f  a n  a u to n o m o u s  H o n g  K o n g  re g is te r . 
D e s p ite  v a r io u s  a rg u m e n ts  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  ra is e d  a g a in s t  
th e  p ro p o s a l, so m e  v a l id  a n d  so m e  ra th e r  f a r  fe tc h e d , th e  
id e a  h a s  m e r it . S o m e  c r it ic s  t a lk  a b o u t  th e  p ro sp e c t o f  a  
lo w e r in g  o f  s ta n d a rd s  b u t  th is  is  c le a r ly  n o t  to  be s in c e  th e  
s h ip s  w o u ld  f ly  th e  B r i t i s h  f la g  a n d  H e r  M a je s ty ’s G o v e rn m e n t , 
th ro u g h  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a d e  a n d  In d u s t r y ,  w o u ld  h a ve  
a  ve s te d  in te re s t  in  th e  s h ip s , th e ir  e q u ip m e n t a n d  th e ir  c re w s  
m e e tin g  w ith  in te rn a t io n a l s ta n d a rd s  o f  s a fe ty  a n d  re l ia b il it y .

W h e re  th e  re g is te r  w o u ld  d if fe r  is  o n  th e  m a tte r  o f  
n a t io n a l it y  re q u ire m e n ts  f o r  s e n io r  o ff ic e rs  e s p e c ia l ly  b e lo w  
th e  r a n k  o f  M a s te r . T h e  se ve re  sh o rta g e  o f  m a r in e  o ff ice rs  
in  th e  U K  is  o n e  o f  th e  c o n t r ib u to ry  re a so n s  fo r  th is  need  
to  ch a n g e  th e  p re se n t re g u la t io n s . F u r t h e r  p o in ts  o f  d iffe re n c e  
w o u ld  c o n c e rn  th e  te s tin g  a n d  c e r t i f ic a t io n  o f  a  w id e r  ran g e  
o f  e q u ip m e n t o f  n o n - B r it is h  m a n u fa c tu re  a n d  p o s s ib ly  
so m e  c h a n g e s  in  a c c o m m o d a t io n  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  d if fe r in g  
b u t  c e r ta in ly  n o t  lo w e r  s ta n d a rd s  to  b e tte r s u it  n o n - E u ro p e a n  
m a r in e  s t a f f  o n  th e  s h ip s .

D i f f ic u lt ie s  s u r ro u n d in g  th is  su b je c t  a re  p r im a r i ly  
te c h n ic a l a n d  in  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  so  m a n y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
In s t itu t e  o f  M a r in e  E n g in e e rs  I  k n o w  y o u  w i l l  ag re e  th a t  a l l  
te c h n ic a l p ro b le m s  h a v e  a  s o lu t io n .

G re a te r  f le x ib i l i t y  a n d  a  m o d e rn  a p p ro a c h  to  th e  
p ro b le m  c o u ld  m a k e  a  s e p a ra te  H o n g  K o n g  re g is te r  a  re a l it y  
v e ry  q u ic k ly . W o r ld  c o n d it io n s  a re  e v e r  ch a n g in g — it  is  
e s se n tia l to  m o v e  w ith  th e  t im e s  a n d  a  le a d  f ro m  th e  U n ite d  
K in g d o m  w i l l  e n su re  th a t  B r i t i s h  f la g  to n n a g e  is  re s to re d  to  
th e  to p  o f  th e  in te rn a t io n a l le ag u e  ta b le . T h e  b e n e fits  f ro m  
th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  a n  a u to n o m o u s  H o n g  K o n g  re g is te r  c a n  
be su m m e d  u p  v e r y  e a s i ly . A t  th is  m o m e n t a b o u t h a l f  a  
m il l io n  d e a d w e ig h t to n s  o f  s h ip p in g  h a v e  H o n g  K o n g  as 
th e ir  h o m e  p o r t  w h ils t  m a n y  m o re  m il l io n s  o f  to n s  a re  
c o n t ro lle d  f ro m  H o n g  K o n g  b u t  a re  re g is te re d  e lse w h e re .

I t  is  e s t im a te d  th a t  w ith  n e w  b u ild in g s  o n  o rd e r , H o n g

K o n g  c o n tro lle d  to n n a g e  w i l l  be  ta k e n  b e y o n d  th e  35 m il l io n  
d e a d w e ig h t m a r k  b y  th e  e n d  o f  1978— a  f ig u re  w h ic h  c a n  
v e ry  w e ll s ta n d  c o m p a r is o n  w it h  th e  to ta l U K  f le e t to n n a g e  
a t  th is  t im e . ( Applause)

T h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  a  s e p a ra te  H o n g  K o n g  re g is te r  to  
in d iv id u a l o w n e rs  a re  p e rh a p s  le s s  ta n g ib le  b u t a ls o  q u ite  
r e a l . I t  w o u ld  p ro v id e  a  se n se  o f  b e lo n g in g  a n d  id e n t ity  as 
w e ll a s  g iv in g  H o n g  K o n g  a  s t ro n g e r  v o ic e  in  In te rn a t io n a l 
C o u n c ils  a n d  in  d is c u s s io n s  w it h  th e  v a r io u s  in s t itu t io n s  
re p re se n t in g  th e  s h ip p in g  in d u s t r ie s  o f  o th e r  c o u n t r ie s . T h e  
f in a l a n d  o f  c o u rs e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  b e n e fit  w o u ld  be th a t  in  
t im e s  o f  n eed  H o n g  K o n g  c o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  lo o k  to  th e  
s t re n g th  a n d  sa fe  u m b re l la  o f  th e  R o y a l  N a v y .  ( Applause)

T u r n in g  f o r  a  m o m e n t to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ts  o f  th e  p a s t 
fe w  m o n th s  w it h  th e  e n e rg y  c r is is  a n d  th e  r e s u lta n t  fu e l 
s h o rta g e , d e p re sse d  f re ig h t  m a rk e t s , a c c e le ra t in g  in f la t io n  
a n d  th e  p ro sp e c ts  o f  a n  e c o n o m ic  s lo w d o w n , p ro b le m s  o f  
th e  s h ip p in g  in d u s t r y  a t  th is  t im e  a p p e a r  ra th e r  m o re  a c u te  
th a n  u s u a l , b u t w h o  in  o u r  in d u s t r y  is  n o t  w e ll u se d  to  
p ro b le m s— th e y  a re  a  d a i ly  fe a tu re  o f  o u r  b u s in e ss  liv e s  an d
I  h a v e  e v e ry  c o n fid e n c e  th a t  th e y  w i l l  be o v e rc o m e  w ith  th e  
sa m e  re so u rc e fu ln e s s  w it h  w h ic h  w e  d e a l w ith  p o llu t io n  
c o n t ro l , g re a te r  s a fe ty  a t  se a  a n d  c h a n g in g  s h ip  te c h n o lo g y .

O u r  in d u s t r y  b e in g  e s s e n t ia lly  c o m p e t it iv e  a n d  in d i­
v id u a l is t ic  c a n n o t o f  c o u rs e  o p e ra te  u n d e r  a  c e n t ra l c o m m a n d  
o r  a s  a  u n if ie d  fo rc e  as  c a n  th e  R o y a l  N a v y  in  m a tte rs  o f  th e  
n a t io n a l in te re s t . T h e  “ e n e m y ”  to  u s  in  c o m m e rc ia l l i fe  is  
m a n y  m o re  th in g s  a t  d if fe re n t  t im e s  th a n  th e  “ e n e m y ”  is  
f o r  th e  R o y a l  N a v y  a n d  y e t  w e  h a v e  so  m a n y  th in g s  in  
c o m m o n . T h ro u g h  th e  b o n d  o f  th e  se a  a n d  th ro u g h  th e  
l in k s  o f  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  w e  c a n  e n su re  c lo se  c o n s u lta t io n , 
c o -o p e ra t io n  a n d  jo in t  u n d e r ta k in g s  a n d , g e n tle m e n , i t  is  
m y  s in c e re  h o p e  th a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be  to o  lo n g  b e fo re  H o n g  
K o n g  is  b e tte r re p re se n te d  w ith in  th e  m e rc h a n t  n a v ie s  o f  th e  
C o m m o n w e a lth  g iv in g  th e  R o y a l  N a v y ,  in  th e  k in d e s t  
se n se , a d d it io n a l h e a v ie r  re s p o n s ib il it ie s .

G e n t le m e n , in  th is  s p ir i t  m a y  I  a s k  y o u  to  jo in  w ith  m e 
in  th e  to a s t  to  “ T h e  R o y a l  a n d  M e rc h a n t  N a v ie s  o f  the  
B r it i s h  C o m m o n w e a lth ” . (Prolonged applause)

D r .  D e n i s  R e b b e c k ,  C . B . E . ,  M .A . ,  D . L . ,  J . P .  ( F e l lo w ) , 
re p lie d  to  th e  to a s t  to  “ T h e  R o y a l  a n d  M e rc h a n t  N a v ie s  o f  
th e  B r it i s h  C o m m o n w e a lth ”  a n d  a ls o  p ro p o s e d  th e  to a s t  o f  
“ T h e  In s t itu t e  o f  M a r in e  E n g in e e r s ” .

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  in  re p ly , s a id : A s  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  
In s t itu te  o f  M a r in e  E n g in e e rs  I  h a v e  th e  p le a s a n t  b u t  q u ite  
im p o ss ib le  d u ty  o f  re p ly in g  to  D r .  D e n is  R e b b e c k , w h o se  
in im ita b le , w it t y  a n d  c h a ra c te r is t ic  sp e e ch  h a s  c o n v u lse d  
u s— I  c a n  th in k  o f  n o  o th e r  w o rd — to n ig h t . W e  a re  m o st 
in d e b te d  to  h im  f o r  th is  sp e e ch  w h ic h  w a s  a  w o n d e rfu l 
b le n d  o f  h u m o u r  a n d  re a l s e r io u sn e ss  w h ic h  I  th in k  o u g h t 
to  go  w it h  a  g a th e r in g  su c h  a s  th is  in  re sp e c t  o f  m a r in e  
e n g in e e rin g . A l l  I  c a n  a s k  h im  is  t h is :  d id  h is  w ife  s e rv e  h e r  
t im e  a t  H a r la n d  a n d  W o lf f  i f  sh e  w ro te  s u c h  a  w o n d e rfu l 
sp e e ch  ? ( Laughter)

I n  th a n k in g  D r .  R e b b e c k  f o r  h is  w o n d e r fu l sp e e ch , I  
w e lc o m e  a ls o  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  sp e a k  fo r  a  fe w  m o m e n ts  o n  
c e r ta in  m a tte rs  o f  c u r re n t  im p o r ta n c e  w h ic h  a ffe c t m e m b e rs  
a n d  n o n -m e m b e rs  a l ik e . T h e  In s t itu t e  is  a  m a r in e  te c h n o lo g y  
so c ie ty  w h o se  in f lu e n c e  a n d  o p e ra t io n s  e x te n d  w o r ld -w id e  
(a s  in d e e d  d o  th o se  o f  M r .  P a o , o f  c o u rs e ! )  th ro u g h  an  
in te rn a t io n a l n e tw o rk  o f  d iv is io n s  a n d  b ra n c h e s . O u r  to ta l 
m e m b e rsh ip  n o w  n u m b e rs  o v e r  22 000, a n d  in c re a s e s  
a n n u a lly . I t  m a y  n o t  be  g e n e ra lly  k n o w n  th a t  a t  a n y  o n e  
t im e , b e ca u se  o f  th e  d iv is io n a l a n d  b ra n c h  s t ru c tu re , a n y th in g  
u p  to  7 0 0  m e m b e rs  m a y  b e  en g ag e d , in  g re a te r  o r  le s se r  
d eg ree , in  th e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  In s t i tu t e ’s  a f fa ir s . W e  a re  a  
d e m o c ra t ic  In s t itu te .

T h e re  a re  to d a y  g re a t o p p o rtu n it ie s  f o r  th is  In s t itu t e  
to  e x te n d  it s  in f lu e n c e  a n d  to  p ro v id e  it s  a lre a d y  w id e  ra n g e  
o f  s e rv ic e s  to  a l l  en gag ed  in  th e  s h ip p in g  a n d  m a r in e  in d u s tr ie s  
o f  th e  m a r it im e  n a t io n s . T w o  a re a s  o f  in f lu e n c e  c o m e  a t 
o n c e  to  m in d . I  r e fe r , o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , to  H o n g  K o n g , 
S in g a p o re  a n d  J a p a n , w h e re  m a r it im e  a f fa ir s  h a v e  th e  
a u th o r it y  o f  e s ta b lis h e d  t ra d it io n  a n d , a s  is  w e ll k n o w n , 
h a v e  a lre a d y  in  th e  la s t  tw o  d e ca d e s  o r  so  been  u n d e rg o in g  
p h e n o m e n a l e x p a n s io n . T h e  o th e r  a re a  is  th e  E u r o p e a n
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E c o n o m ic  C o m m u n ity — th e  E E C — w h e re  m a r it im e  a f fa ir s  
a re  s t i l l ,  c o m m u n a lly  s p e a k in g , in  th e  e a r ly  stag es o f  c o ­
o rd in a t io n  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t , e ve n  th o u g h  th e  E E C  n o w  
g e n e ra te s  so m e  4 0  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  w o r ld ’s se a b o rn e  tra d e  a n d  
o w n s  a b o u t  63 m il l io n  g ro ss  to n s  o f  m e rc h a n t  s h ip p in g , o r  
25  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  w o r ld  f le e t . I t  is  a  p it y  th a t  M r .  P a o  q u o te d  
in  d e a d w e ig h t  to n s ; I  a m  a lw a y s  a t  a  lo s s  in  c o m p a r in g  
th e m .

A n d  h e re  o n e  m u s t  n o t  fo rg e t  th e  v i t a l  N o r t h  S e a  gas 
a n d  o i l  in te re s ts , s o  c r u c ia l  f o r  th is  c o u n t r y  in  th e  lo n g  te rm  
w a r  a g a in s t  in d u s t r ia l s ta g n a t io n .

T h e re  is  a  p la c e , in d e e d  a  d e m a n d , f o r  B r i t i s h  e n g in e e rs  
a n d  B r i t i s h  e n g in e e r in g  to  p la y  a n  a u th o r it a t iv e  p a r t  in  a l l 
th e se  e x c it in g  d e v e lo p m e n ts  w h ic h  w i l l  f ig u re  so  im p o r ta n t ly  
in  fu tu re  w o r ld  t ra d e . A lr e a d y  th ro u g h  v a r io u s  c h a n n e ls , 
in c lu d in g  th e  C E I  o f  w h ic h  th e  In s t i tu t e  is ,  o f  c o u rs e , a  
fo u n d e r  m e m b e r , th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m  is  m a k in g  p o s it iv e  
c o n t r ib u t io n s  in  te rm s  o f  e n g in e e rin g  s k i l ls  a n d  “ k n o w  h o w ”  
a n d  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  th is  In s t i t u t e  a re  n o t  la g g in g  in  th e ir  
in v o lv e m e n t  in  th e  m a r in e  a sp e c ts  o f  th e se  d e v e lo p m e n ts . 
I n  a l l  th e se  m a t te rs , m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  s ta n d a rd s , 
c o u p le d  w it h  f le x ib i l i t y  o f  o u t lo o k , a re  a m o n g  th e  m o s t  
im p o r ta n t  p r io r i t ie s . T h e  q u a l if ic a t io n s  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  n o w  
d e m a n d e d  o f  e n g in e e rs  to  a c h ie v e  C h a r te re d  E n g in e e r  s ta tu s  
u n d e r  p re se n t  C E I  re g u la t io n s  h a v e  li f te d  th e  s ta tu s  o f  the  
p ro fe s s io n a l e n g in e e r  h ig h e r  th a n  e v e r  b e fo re . W h ile  th is  is  
v e r y  d e s ira b le , I  w o u ld  e v e n  s a y  e s s e n t ia l to d a y , i t  h a s  ra ise d  
d o u b ts  in  th e  m in d s  o f  so m e  p e o p le , in c lu d in g  m a r in e  
e n g in e e rs  f ro m  a b ro a d , w h o s e  c e r t i f ic a t io n  sy s te m s d o  n o t  
e n t it le  th e  p a r t ic u la r  e n g in e e r  to  th e  C .E n g .  d e s ig n a t io n . I  
w o u ld  th e re fo re  m a k e  i t  c le a r  th a t  th e re  a re  a p p ro p r ia te  
m e m b e rs h ip  c la s se s  m a k in g  i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  a n y  s u ita b ly  
q u a lif ie d  e n g in e e r  o c c u p ie d  in  th e  m a r in e  in d u s t r ie s  o f  th e  
w o r ld  to  b e co m e  a  m e m b e r o f  th e  In s t i tu t e  o f  M a r in e  
E n g in e e rs  w it h  f u l l  e n t it le m e n t to  a l l  s e rv ic e s , m e e tin g s  an d  
fu n c t io n s  p ro v id e d  b y  th e  In s t itu t e  a n d  w it h  v a r y in g  degrees 
o f  r e s p o n s ib il it y  f o r  it s  m a n a g e m e n t . T h is  re s p o n s ib il it y , in  
th e  c a se  o f  th e  In s t i t u t e , is  l in k e d  to  re g is t r a t io n  b y  th e  
E n g in e e rs  R e g is t r a t io n  B o a rd — th e  E R B — ru n  u n d e r  th e  
aeg ies o f  C E I ,  d e r iv in g  it s  a u th o r it y  f ro m  th e  C E I ’ s R o y a  
C h a r t e r .

T h is  is  n o t  th e  o c c a s io n  to  d w e ll o v e r lo n g  u p o n  o u r  
p re se n t a l l  to o  f a m i l ia r  e c o n o m ic  a n d  in d u s t r ia l p ro b le m s  
n o r  to  a tte m p t d e ta ile d  fo re c a s ts  o f  fu tu re  d e ve lo p m e n ts  
o r  t re n d s . S u ff ic e  i t  to  re m in d  o u rs e lv e s  th a t  w h e n  th e  w o r ld  
c a n  s u d d e n ly  o v e rn ig h t  b e  fa c e d  w ith  q u a d ru p le d  o il p r ic e s  
w it h  a l l  th e  o b v io u s  re p e rc u s s io n s  w h ic h  m u s t  in e v it a b ly  
e n su e , th e n  c le a r ly  th e  p a t te rn  o f  c iv i l iz e d  l i f e ,  a s  w e  k n o w  
i t ,  m u s t  b e  p ro fo u n d ly  a ffe c te d .

^  O u r  A n n u a l D in n e r  is  th e  o n e  o c c a s io n  d u r in g  a  
P re s id e n t ’s y e a r  o f  o ff ice  w h e n  h e  h a s  a  m a x im u m  g a th e r in g  
o f  m e m b e rs , h a s  a t  le a s t  a  n o m in a lly  “ c a p t iv e ”  a u d ie n c e , 
a n d  th a t  is  w h y  I  h a v e  c h o se n  to  in c lu d e  in  m y  sp e e ch  to n ig h t  
so m e  a d m it te d ly  r a th e r  c o n t ro v e r s ia l m a tte rs . I f ,  a s  I  h o p e , 
d is c u s s io n  is  g e n e ra te d  la te r , th e n  w e  h a v e  o u r  A n n u a l 
G e n e ra l M e e t in g  o n  3 0 th  A p r i l  o r , a l t e rn a t iv e ly , th e re  a re  
th e  c o lu m n s  o f  th e  Marine Engineers' Review.

F a r  be  i t  f ro m  m e , h o w e v e r , to  th re a te n  y o u  w it h  a  
p o li t ic a l h a ra n g u e ; T h e  e ch o e s  o f  so  m a n y  a re  s t i l l  r in g in g  
in  o u r  e a r s ! N e v e r th e le s s , th e re  m a y  w e ll b e  a  le s so n  o r  tw o  
f ro m  th e  e le c to ra l b a t t le s , n o w  so  u n e a s i ly  e n d e d , w h ic h  w e  
in  th e  m a r in e  in d u s t r y  c o u ld  d o  w e ll to  n o te  a n d  p e rh a p s  
e v e n  p ro f it  f ro m .

O n e  s e lf-e v id e n t  c o n c lu s io n  w a s  th a t  G o v e rn m e n t  o r  
c o n t ro l , w h e th e r  o f  a  n a t io n , a n  in d u s t r y  o r  a  c o m p a n y , 
b e co m e s in c re a s in g ly  d if f ic u lt  th e  m o re  su b -g ro u p in g s  th e re  
a re  a n d  th e  m o re  n u m e ro u s  th e  c o n f l ic t in g  in te rn a l c u rre n ts  
o f  o p in io n  a n d  s e lf- in te re s t . M ig h t  i t  n o t  b e  th a t  a  s im ila r  
c o n c lu s io n  c o u ld  a p p ly  to  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l le a rn e d  s o c ie ty  
in s t itu t io n s  w it h in  o u r  o w n  in d u s t r y ?

I n  m y  P re s id e n t ia l A d d re s s  la s t  O c to b e r , I  e m p h a s iz e d  
o u r  d e s ire  to  p ro m o te  th e  c lo se s t  p o s s ib le  r e la t io n s  w it h  o u r  
s is te r  s o c ie ty , th e  R o y a l  In s t i t u t io n  o f  N a v a l  A r c h it e c t s . 
W it h in  C E I  o u r  e s s e n t ia l a f f in ity  is  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  re c o g n iz e d , 
a s  w e  a re  th e  o n ly  o n e  o f  th e  s ix  m a jo r  g ro u p s  o f  c o n s t itu e n t  
m e m b e r  in s t itu t io n s  w h ic h  c a n  c la im  jo in t ly  to  re p re se n t 
th e  in te re s ts  o f  th e  m a r in e  te c h n o lo g is t . A s  in d ic a t io n s  o f  
th e  c o -o p e ra t iv e  p ro g re ss  a lre a d y  a c h ie v e d , it  is  w o r th  n o t in g

th a t  th e  b y e - la w s  o f  o u r  o w n  In s t itu t e  a d m it  s u ita b ly  t ra in e d  
a n d  q u a lif ie d  n a v a l a rc h ite c ts  to  f u l l  c o rp o ra te  m e m b e rsh ip  
a n d  th e  c o n v e rs e  a p p lie s  in  th e  c a se  o f  R I N A .  L o c a l  jo in t  
b ra n c h e s  o f  o u r  tw o  in s t itu t io n s  h a v e  a ls o  b e e n  se t u p  a n d  
a re  o p e ra t in g  s u c c e s s fu l ly  in  th re e  a re a s  in  th e  U n ite d  
K in g d o m — th e  S o u th e rn  in  th e  S o u th a m p to n  d is t r ic t  an d  
th e  W e s te rn  in  th e  B r is t o l/ B a t h  d is t r ic t , a n d  th e  la te s t  in  
N o r th e rn  I r e la n d . A p a r t  f ro m  th is , o n  o c c a s io n  s u ita b le  
p a p e rs  a re  p re se n te d , e ith e r  to  jo in t  m e e tin g s  in  L o n d o n , o r  
a t  le a s t  p r in te d  in  b o th  in s t itu t io n s ’ jo u r n a ls ,  a n d  su c h  
c o l la b o ra t io n  is  a t  t im e s  e x te n d e d  to  n a t io n a l o r  in te rn a t io n a l 
c o n fe re n c e s . I t  is  a ls o  g ra t ify in g  to  n o te  th a t  R I N A  a d m in is te r  
c e r ta in  lo n g -s ta n d in g  b eq u ests  p ro v id in g  p re- a n d  p o s t­
g ra d u a te  s c h o la rs h ip s  in  m a r in e  e n g in e e r in g . I n  th e  lig h t  o f  
th is  e n c o u ra g in g , i f  p e rh a p s  so  f a r  r a th e r  lim ite d  co n ve rg e n ce  
o f  s e rv ic e s , w o u ld  it  r e a l ly  be to o  u t te r ly  o p t im is t ic  to  h o p e  
th a t  so m e  fo rm  o f  c lo s e r  c o l la b o ra t io n  m ig h t  o n e  d a y  be 
d e v ise d — c a l l i t  “ fe d e ra t io n ”  i f  y o u  w i l l ,  o r  e ve n  u lt im a te ly  
“ a m a lg a m a t io n ”  p e rh a p s . (Applause)  B o th  in s t itu t io n s  a re  
m u tu a l ly  c o m p le m e n ta ry  a n d  e a c h  h a s  so  m u c h  to  c o n tr ib u te  
to  th e  c o m m o n  a d v a n ta g e  a n d  th e  p r o b a b ly  m u c h  g re a te r  
ag g re g ate  s tre n g th  o f  su c h  an  a ll-e m b ra c in g  in s t itu t io n  o f  
m a r in e  te c h n o lo g y  (o r  w h a te v e r  e lse  i t  m ig h t  b e  c a l le d ) .
I  p e r s o n a lly  b e lie v e  th a t  th is  w o u ld  be to  th e  u lt im a te  b en e fit 
o f  B r i t i s h  s h ip b u ild in g  a n d  m a r in e  te c h n o lo g y . N o t  so  v e ry  
m a n y  y e a rs  ag o  w e  h a d  a  g o o d  p re ce d e n t fo r  th e  m e rg in g  o f  
in s t itu t io n s  in  th e  “ m a r r ia g e ”  o f  th e  A u to m o b i le  E n g in e e rs  
a n d  th e  M e c h a n ic a ls , a n d  y e s te rd a y , in  o th e r  m a r in e  c irc le s  
it  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  th e  C h a m b e r  o f  S h ip p in g  a n d  th e  
B r i t i s h  S h ip p in g  F e d e ra t io n  a re  to  a m a lg a m a te  (a n d  I  
q u o te ) “ to  p ro v id e  a  u n ite d  v o ic e  fo r  th e  in d u s t r y  a t  n a t io n a l 
a n d  in te rn a t io n a l le v e ls ” .

T h e re  a re  a ls o , o f  c o u rse , in  o th e r  m a r it im e  c o u n tr ie s  
s u c c e ss fu l e x a m p le s  o f  s u c h  u n ite d  m a r in e  te c h n o lo g y  so c ie t ie s  
u s u a l ly  b a c k e d  u p  b y  f ir s t  degree  a n d  o th e r  e d u c a t io n a l 
co u rs e s  e m b ra c in g  b o th  n a v a l a rc h ite c tu re  a n d  m a r in e  
e n g in e e rin g . C le a r ly ,  th is  m ig h t  re q u ire  so m e  le n g th e n in g  o f  
th e  p r im a ry  c o u rse s  o f  a c a d e m ic  a n d  p r a c t ic a l t r a in in g  in  
th is  c o u n t r y , b u t  th e  re s u lta n t  p ro d u c ts  o f  su c h  a  sy s te m  w o u ld  
u n d o u b te d ly  h a v e  a  w id e r  a n d  m o re  f le x ib le  a p p ro a c h  to  
m a r in e  te c h n o lo g y  a s  a  w h o le  a n d , g iv e n  so m e  in s t ru c t io n  
in  c o m m e rc e  a n d  e c o n o m ic s , w o u ld  u lt im a te ly  be  f a r  b e tte r 
m a n a g e m e n t m a te r ia l .  I  a m  a w a re  th a t  c e r ta in  B r i t i s h  
u n iv e rs it ie s  a n d  p e rh a p s  a ls o  o th e r  e d u c a t io n a l e s ta b lis h m e n ts , 
h a v e  m a d e  a  s ta r t  in  th is  g e n e ra l d ire c t io n , b u t  a re  w e  r e a l ly  
p ro g re s s in g  fa s t  e n o u g h  d o w n  th is  ro a d  ?

A s  a  lo n g -s ta n d in g  F e l lo w  o f  b o th  o u r  in s t itu t io n s  a n d  
a  g ra d u a te  o f  b o th  m a r in e  d is c ip l in e s , I  fe e l c o n fid e n t  th a t 
d e sp ite  a n y  p o s s ib le  fe a rs  o r  p re ju d ic e s  w h ic h  m a y  a r is e , 
p a r t ly  p e rh a p s  f ro m  th e  d is p a ra te  s ize  o f  o u r  tw o  in s t itu t io n s , 
a n d  p ro v id e d  w e  a l l  w o r k  to g e th e r to  g e n e ra te  a n  a tm o sp h e re  
o f  m u tu a l t ru s t  a n d  g ood  w il l  f o r  th e  g e n e ra l b e n e fit  o f  a l l  
o u r  m e m b e rs  a n d  th e re fo re  o f  th e  in d u s t r y  w e  jo in t ly  s e rv e , 
it  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  b e y o n d  th e  b o u n d s  o f  p o s s ib il it y  e v e n tu a lly  
to  b r in g  a b o u t a  p o o lin g  o f  o u r  k n o w le d g e , re s o u rc e s , 
fa c il it ie s  a n d  a c t iv it ie s  (w it h  th e  a d d e d  in c e n t iv e  o f  re d u c e d  
o v e rh e a d  a n d  o th e r  s a v in g s ) a n d  in  th is  w a y  im p ro v e  th e  
sco p e  a n d  q u a l it y  o f  o u r  to ta l s e rv ic e s  to  th e  m a r in e  
c o m m u n ity . (Applause)

T h e  o th e r  fe a tu re  o f  o u r  n a t io n a l p ro fe s s io n a l m a r in e  
in s t itu t io n  sce n e  is  th e  s e p a ra te  a n d  f lo u r is h in g  e x is te n c e  o f  
lo c a l in s t itu t io n s  in  tw o  o f  th e  m a jo r  s h ip b u ild in g  a n d  
m a r in e  e n g in e e rin g  a re a s  o f  B r i t a in .  T h e s e  c le a r ly  f u l f i l  a  
m o s t  v a lu a b le  fu n c t io n  a n d  a lth o u g h  n o t  c h a rte re d  c o n s t itu e n t  
m e m b e rs  o f  C E I ,  th e y  a re  m e m b e rs  o f  tw o  o f  th e  s e c t io n s  o f  
th e  E R B .  O n e  c o u ld  c o n c e iv e  th a t  in  d ue  t im e , i f  lo c a l o p in io n  
s h o u ld  so  d e s ire  i t ,  so m e  m e a n s  c o u ld  be d e v ise d , su c h  a s  
fe d e ra t io n  w it h , o r  a f f i l ia t io n  to , th e  e n v isa g e d  la rg e r  n a t io n a l 
jo in t  in s t i tu t io n , o r  a l t e rn a t iv e ly , a f f i l ia t io n  d ire c t  to  C E L  
I n  e ith e r  c a se , th e  m e c h a n ism  w o u ld  th e n  e x is t  fo r  q u a l if ia b le  
m e m b e rs  o f  s u c h  lo c a l in s t itu t io n s  to  be  e le c te d  to  c h a rte re d  
e n g in e e r s ta tu s  w ith o u t  th e  n e c e s s ity , w h ic h  n o w  e x is t s , o f  
b e in g  c o rp o ra te  m e m b e rs  o f  o n e  o f  th e  15 C E I  in s t itu t io n s . 
I n  a d d it io n , i t  s h o u ld  e v e n tu a lly  b e  p o s s ib le  to  w o r k  o u t 
re c ip ro c a l b e n e fits  a n d  se rv ic e s  fo r  m e m b e rs  o f  a l l  th e  m a r in e  
in s t itu t io n s  in v o lv e d .

W h a te v e r  th e  fu tu re  m a y  h o ld , th e re  is  n o  d e n y in g  th a t  
u n it y  (a s  d is t in c t , h o w e v e r , f ro m  u n ifo r m it y )  is  s tre n g th  a n d
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I  c a n  o n ly  h o p e  th a t  th is  lo n g -c h e r ish e d  s u it  o f  o u rs  (e ve n  
i f  n o t in  m y  t im e ) m a y  u lt im a te ly  e n jo y  a  h a p p ie r  fa te  th a n  
d id  T e d  H e a t h ’s a rd e n t  p ro p o s a l to  Je re m y  T h o rp e  e a r l ie r  
th is  w e e k . ( Applause)

I n  c o n c lu s io n , 1 m u st m e n t io n  a  v e ry  im p o rta n t  d o m e stic  
s u b je c t , so m e th in g  fo r  w h ic h , I  a m  su re , a l l  o f  y o u  here  in  
o u r  in d u s t r y  h a v e  a  s y m p a th e t ic  e a r . I  re fe r  to  th e  In s t i tu t e ’s 
G u i ld  o f  B e n e v o le n c e . A s  y o u  m a y  k n o w , the  G u i ld  p ro v id e s , 
in  it s  h o u se  a t  L it t le h a m p to n  in  S u sse x  a  se cu re  b e rth  fo r  
so m e  o f  th o se  in  th e  in d u s t r y  w h o  h a ve  re a ch e d  a  stag e  in  
th e ir  liv e s  w h e n  th e y  need  e x t ra  c a re  a n d  p ro te c t io n . T o  
a c c o m m o d a te  a s  m a n y  o f  th e se  n e e d y  p eo p le  a s  p o ss ib le , an  
e x te n s io n  to  th e  G u ild h o u s e  is  n o w  b e ing  b u ilt  a n d  is  
sc h e d u le d  fo r  o p e n in g  in  m id -su m m e r.

V a r io u s  a p p e a ls  h a ve  re su lte d  in  c o n tr ib u t io n s  a m o u n t in g  
to  so m e  £20 000 , w h ic h  is  ju s t  u n d e r  o n e  th ird  o f  th e  to ta l 
a m o u n t  n eeded  fo r  th e  b u ild in g .

O n  b e h a lf  o f  the  G u i ld ,  I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  th a n k  y o u r  
p r in c ip a l s p e a k e r  to n ig h t , M r . Y .  K .  P a o , m o st w a rm ly  fo r

h is  v e ry  g e n e ro u s  d o n a t io n  to  th e  fu n d s . ( Applause)  O th e rs  
to o  in  th is  ro o m  to n ig h t , b u t  y o u  w i l l  a p p re c ia te  th a t  th is  
is  n o t  th e  o c c a s io n  fo r  a  le n g th y  lis t  o f  n a m e s , h a v e  re sp o n d e d  
n o b ly  to  re ce n t a p p e a ls , an d  it  is  m o s t  e n c o u ra g in g  to  k n o w  
o f  su c h  re a d y  a n d  p r a c t ic a l ly  e xp re sse d  s y m p a th y  w ith  th is  
w o r th y  c a u se .

I n  th is  c o n n e x io n , I  w o u ld  re m in d  y o u  o f  th e  O p e n  
G o l f  T o u rn a m e n t  to  be h e ld  a t  W a lto n  H e a th  G o l f  C lu b  o n  
Ju n e  2 7 th . P le a se  d o  w r ite  to  th e  G u i ld  S e c re ta ry  a t  h e a d ­
q u a rte rs  fo r  d e ta ils . I f ,  M r . P a o , w e  sh o u ld  h a ve  th e  h o n o u r 
o f  y o u r  p re se n ce  in  th is  c o u n t r y  a t  a b o u t th a t  t im e  w e  s h o u ld  
be d e lig h te d  i f  y o u  c o u ld  f in d  th e  t im e  to  jo in  u s . 1 k n o w  
th a t  y o u  s w in g  a  u se fu l c lu b . ( Applause)

N o w  i t  ju s t  re m a in s  fo r  m e  to  th a n k  a l l  o u r  g u e sts  fo r  
b e ing  w ith  u s  to n ig h t  a n d , p a r t ic u la r ly ,  o u r  tw o  s p e a k e rs , 
b o th  o f  w h o m  a re  s u c h  e x t re m e ly  b u s y  m e n . I  h o p e  th a t  
b o th  m e m b e rs  an d  th e ir  g u e sts  h a v e  e n jo y e d  a  r e a l ly  
s t im u la t in g  an d  re w a rd in g  e v e n in g . (Prolonged applause)
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