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BRISTOL CHANNEL CENTRE.

T h e  ten th  annual d inner of the  B ristol Channel 
Centre was held in  the  P a rk  H all, Cardiff, on Satur­
day evening, October 27. T he P resident of the 
Centre (Sir Jo h n  Gunn) occupied the  chair. The 
P resident of the  Centre was supported by the 
following guests : M ayor of Cardiff (S. A. B rain, 
Esq., J .P .) , M ayor of N ew port (George G reen­
land, E sq.), Canon C. J . Thom pson, D .D ., Sir 
Thom as Morel, K t., Captain W . M. M aturin, 
R .N ., L ieut.-Colonel H opkins, R .A ., Jo h n  D uncan, 
Esq., J .P .,  Arch. Hood, E sq., J .P .,  D r. Thom as 
W allace, J .P ., D r. L y n n  Thom as, J . W . Curtis, Esq. 
(Deputy-M ayor), Lew ellen W ood, E sq ., J .P ., T. H . 
Riches, E sq., J .P .,  M ajor C. B. Eowler, V .D ., Dr. 
T atham  Thom pson, Jam es Adamson, Esq. (Hon. 
Sec., London), Captain J . T raill (Board of Trade), 
Dr. J . LI. T reharne, J . T . L eaning, E sq., A. K. 
H am ilton, Esq., W . H aw kins, Esq., Captain T. H . 
Sloggett, Captain T. Rosser, M r. W . H . D. Caple, 
M r. J . T. D uncan, Mr. M. W . A isbitt and Mr. T. W .

I N S T I T U T E  OF M A R I N E
INCORPORATED.

S E S S I O N
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W ailes (Vice-Presidents), M r. George Sloggett (Hon. 
Sec.), and Mr. A. B . Sm ithson (Hon. Treas.).

T o a s t , “  T h e  Q u e e n . ”

In  proposing the  toast of “ The Queen,” the 
P r e s i d e n t  pointed out th a t H er M ajesty took a 
wonderful interest in her subjects, no t merely in 
Great B ritain , bu t all over the world. If  one m ight 
use the expression, she had cem ented the  affection of 
her people in every part of the B ritish  E m pire.

(G o d  S a v e  t h e  Q u e e n .)

T o a s t , “  T h e  R o y a l  F a m i l y .”

T he toast of “ The P rince and Princess of W ales 
and the  other m em bers of the Royal F a m ily ” 
followed, in proposing which the P r e s i d e n t  said 
th a t it was a m atte r of common knowledge th a t on 
all occasions the P rince of W ales had done his duty 
nobly and well. I t  was no small m atter to know 
th a t the succession to the B ritish  Throne was more 
securely and firmly held to-day th an  it had ever 
been before. As to  the  Princess of W ales, they 
were all deeply pleased and gratified to  see the 
in terest she took in the  W elsh Industries E xhibition  
the other day. I t  had been his privilege to see H er 
Royal H ighness exam ining the work done by the 
W elsh peasants and the W elsh workpeople, and 
adm iring alike the excellence of the work and the 
m anner in which it had been done. H er Royal 
H ighness in no small m anner contributed to the 
excellent support of the  exhibition at L ord  Aber- 
dare’s house in London. As to the o ther members 
of the Royal Fam ily, they seemed to be following 
in the  noble footsteps of our beloved Queen.

T o a s t , “  T h e  I m p e r i a l  F o r c e s .”

Sir T h o m a s  M o r e l  said th a t th e  toast which he 
had to propose for their acceptance was th a t of 
“  T h e  Im perial Forces.” H e wished to claim for the
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m erchant navy in which they were all interested 
th a t it belonged to the auxiliary forces by reason of 
the  very excellent way in  which they had been able 
to  carry our very large arm y to South Africa. I t  
was the  wonder of the world how th is large arm y 
was transported in  such a short tim e by our m ercan­
tile navy, bu t he wished to claim th a t it never 
would have been able to do the  work if th e  m arine 
engineers had not been able to give their support 
and their valuable help to the shipowners who did 
the  work. F rom  Cardiff they  had not been able to 
transport any troops, bu t they had transported  the  
heavy m aterial, and they  had also been able to 
supply the  fleet w ith  their smokeless steam  coal. 
I t  was certain th a t no navy could prosper and do its 
work w ithout th is coal. H e had to couple w ith  this 
toast the nam e of Captain M aturin , E .N ., who was 
th e  link betw een Cardiff and th e  Adm iralty. Quite 
lately they  had the  pleasure of a visit from th e  Lords 
of the Adm iralty. They received them  a t the 
Cham ber of Commerce, and the  next day they  were 
able to  receive the  Cham ber at their own offices, 
Captain M atu rin ’s office at the  Docks proving w ith  
w hat in terest the  A dm iralty viewed the  position th a t 
Cardiff held. H e had also to couple w ith  the toast 
the  nam e of Colonel H opkins, R .A ., for the  Army, 
and M ajor C. B. Fow ler for the Reserve Forces.

Capt. M a t u r i n , R .N ., said he entirely endorsed 
w hat Sir Thom as Morel had said about the m ercantile 
m arine being considered part of the  auxiliary 
forces of th e  country. As to the  navy he 
thought m ost people would agree th a t it was in  an 
efficient state and getting  more so every day. 
Enorm ous additions were being m ade to foreign 
navies, and it was quite necessary the B ritish  navy 
should be kept up to the m ark. T hanks to  the 
m arine engineers of th is country he was glad to say 
th a t our ships and m achinery were second to none, 
and he thought he m ight say the  same of the  engin­
eers of the  navy who had the  control of th is m achinery



4 0

and on whom the efficiency of a m an-of-war so m uch 
depended. As regards the  m arine engineers he could 
only endorse w hat Sir Thom as Morel had said th a t 
the fact of an enormous arm y being transported  to 
South Africa w ithout a single mishap, so far as the 
engineering departm ent was concerned, was a proof 
of w'hat w orth they were. As to the w ar itself it had 
been a purely m ilitary one, bu t on those occasions 
when the assistance of the navy was required they 
were proud of having been able to do th a t which 
they were called upon.

Lieut.-Col. H o p k i n s  said th a t in  former days 
w hen he had been called upon to respond for the 
arm y it was held to consist of just w hat they saw in 
the  streets—the red-coated m en about our large cities 
and in our parks. I t  was true they knew there were 
some in  Ind ia  and in  our colonies. B u t th is arm y 
now extended all over the Em pire. I t  was an 
Im perial a rm y ; it was no longer a little  self-contained 
army. D uring the year it had suddenly dawned on 
them  th a t we had a far greater force th an  they  had 
ever thought of before. W e had a force which 
extended over the whole world. Though they were 
all Im perialists n o w — Sir Edw ard Reed was an 
Im perialist—he did not th ink  th a t m any of them  
were a year ago. H e did not th ink  they  all 
appreciated w hat were the possibilities of the Em pire. 
They knew th a t in  the colonies there were organised 
troops, bu t they did not know w hether they would be 
available. One year had shown them  th a t they 
were, and therefore he said they were all Im perialists. 
Though few foresaw the position at which we had 
now arrived, there were some who saw it long ago. 
H e would take one instance. M. Thiers foresaw it. 
In  a le tter w hich M. Thiers wrote to the F rench  
M inister of W ar he said : “ W hen  you calculate the 
strength  of E ng land  don’t  look only to her a rm y ; 
you m ust look beyond t h a t ; you m ust look to her 
colonies, for if ever E ng land  is in  a position of stress 
or difficulty she will, believe me, look to her colonies
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for assistance and she will not look in vain .” 
H e had proved a true prophet, because w ith in  
the  last twelve m onths there was a tim e of danger— 
it was not very critical perhaps— but in the beginning 
of this year there was a cloudy tim e, w hen possibly 
even the  E m pire was in danger, and then  it was our 
colonies came to our assistance and they  showed how 
they  could help us. So when they spoke now of the 
arm y they m ust always rem em ber th a t  there was 
th a t arm y which M. Thiers foresaw— not w ithin 
these shores, not in India, not in the  Crown colonies, 
bu t in our self-governing colonies. H e (Col. Hopkins) 
believed th a t the idea of an Im perial arm y would 
grow, and th a t there would come a tim e w hen every 
self-governing colony would voluntarily raise a 
standing force w hich would be available for the 
common defence.

M ajor F o w l e r , for the Reserve Forces, said th a t 
a t one tim e the volunteers were jeered a t in  the 
streets ; they  were called E n g lan d ’s last hope and all 
sorts of things, b u t now they  had lived to see the 
volunteers fighting shoulder to shoulder w ith our 
regular army. T he duty of the volunteers and m ilitia 
was to defend the shores of G reat B rita in  and Ireland. 
W ere they ready for an invasion ? H e said they  were 
not. There were 240,000 m en ready and willing to 
gain instruction, b u t they had no t had proper 
instruction  given to them . H e hoped the  tim e would 
soon arrive when they  would take a lesson from the 
present w ar and give th a t instruction  w hich the 
auxiliary forces craved for, and so m ake them  ready 
to  defend our shores. As to the  m ilitia it was often 
said th a t half of it was on paper, b u t th is w ar had 
proved the contrary. The m ilitia had turned  up 
manfully, and had enrolled and were off in  a few 
weeks. In  order th a t the  auxiliary forces m ight be 
able to defend our shores, they ought to  have 
instructions in entrenching and proper shooting. 
L e t the volunteers be given ranges. Now was the 
tim e to take the bull by the  horns and act, and he
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hoped th a t the proper authorities in London would 
act and give th a t instruction of which the Reserve 
Forces stood in need.

T o a s t , “  T h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r s .”

T he M a y o r  o f  C a r d i f f , who was received w ith 
musical honours, gave “ T he In s titu te  of M arine 
E ngineers.” H e said th a t for some years past, and 
during the late war especially, they had heard a great 
deal of the power w hich m arine engineers were to 
the  State. If  it had not been for them  we should not 
have been able to send our troops w ith  the rapidity 
which we did from Portsm outh , Southam pton and 
elsewhere to South Africa. The English-speaking 
race to-day was the greatest upon the  face of the 
earth, w ith  the exception perhaps of the Chinese. 
B u t he felt very proud a few days ago, when spending 
a little  tim e in  W estm inster Abbey, to see some 
Japanese there who he was told had come over to 
this country to take away a war-vessel th a t had been 
built for them . T h at was an  indication th a t no 
country could build a man-of-war, equip it and tu rn  
it out as G reat B ritain  could. W hen in  the 
M editerranean last February , on board one of the 
N orth  Germ an Lloyd boats, a G erm an said, “ You 
are a great nation, bu t we beat you on the sea.” 
H e replied, “ You m ean for sp ee d ?” T he G erm an 
gave the affirmative. To th a t he made answer, 
“  T hat puts you in  a position to run  away from u s.” 
W hilst he hoped the two great Anglo-Saxon races, 
the Germ ans and the Britons, would never go to 
war, he trusted  the Germ ans would not take advantage 
of their speed, bu t would, in  the  words of dear old 
Nelson, “ stand and have it ou t.” I t  rested, however, 
w ith  the m arine engineers to m ake B ritain  not only 
the first nation of sea-dogs but also the fastest. They 
w anted fast cruisers and fast-sailing vessels, and the 
m arine engineers would have to provide them . H e 
and his colleagues could m eanw hile stay at home and 
keep down the taxes. Long m ight the m arine
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engineers flourish, for unless they  did, w hat would 
become of Cardiff which lived upon its docks, and the 
docks lived upon shipping.

At th is point Dr. L y n n  T h o m a s—just returned 
from  South Africa—entered the hall, accompanied 
by M r. Sloggett (honorary secretary of the Centre), 
and was received w ith loud cheering and the  singing 
of “ H e ’s a jolly good fellow.”

Sir J o h n  G u n n  said he was very glad to have 
th is im portant introduction in  their programme. 
They cordially welcomed back th e ir friend Dr. L y n n  
Thom as. They all felt proud of him  and his col­
leagues, who at the  risk of their lives had left their 
homes and their families in the  in terests of their 
Queen and country. Before responding to  the  toast 
of the In s titu te  he would ask them  to drink the 
health  of Dr. L y n n  Thomas.

Dr. L y n n  T h o m a s , in  response, said th a t since 
he had left Cardiff he had been under a certain 
am ount of trouble and em barrassm ent. On the  way 
out he m et w ith  an accident which crippled him  for 
eight weeks. They w ent up to Springfontein, and 
when they got there they  lost th ree of the staff in 
six days. T h at was a fearful experience w hich put 
him  in charge of th e  W elsh hospital. All th a t was 
very em barrassing, bu t he felt m uch more em ­
barrassed at th a t m om ent th an  during the  whole of 
his experience. T he best p art of going to South 
Africa was to  get hom e again and see the  faces of old 
friends. T he first th ing  his little  boy said to him  
was, “ I  am  glad to  see you, fa th e r; have you got 
M r. K ruger w ith you? ” M r. D uncan had reminded 
him  th a t he ought to say th a t Professor H ughes was 
getting  on as well as one could possibly expect.

T he P r e s i d e n t  th en  responded to  the toast of 
“ T he In s titu te  of M arine E ng ineers.” H e said he 
felt somewhat diffident at replying, because he was
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conscious th a t there were on the program m e several 
speakers whom he hoped they would do him  the 
pleasure of sitting and listening to, and he would 
promise not to keep them  m any m inutes. H e 
thanked those present, irrespective of their own 
members, for the hearty  and cordial m anner in 
which they had received this toast. T hey realised 
th a t in this age of progress engineering was possibly 
one of the m ost im portant elem ents th a t had con­
tributed so largely to the development of this nation 
of commerce during the present century. To the 
advancem ent of science and culture in  various 
departm ents, engineering had in  no small m easure 
contributed, and its varied branches had got to  a 
certain point of discovery and development and 
advancem ent beyond w hat had been in  the past, bu t 
not w hat they hoped to atta in  to by excelling all th a t 
had h itherto  been done, and showing th a t E nglish  
engineers could now as of old lead. As to w hat the 
M ayor had said in regard to attain ing  speed, given 
the power, and if the country was prepared to pay 
the bounty, he guaranteed th a t E nglish  engineers 
could build engines th a t would compete w ith  the 
Germ ans or anybody else. B u t he hoped it would 
be the pride of B ritish  engineers, as it had been 
in  the past, never to be tem pted to accept or 
to receive w hat to his m ind was an  hum iliating 
position—to be bounty fed or bounty kept. L e t 
them  m aintain  the proud prestige which had 
carried them  to their present position and show 
by their excellence in  design, in  m erit and in 
action th a t they  could compete w ith the Germ ans, 
French, Americans, or anybody else. H e was perhaps 
digressing a little from the exact phraseology of his 
text. H e was responding for the In s titu te  of M arine 
Engineers. They had the honour and pleasure of 
having w ith them  th a t n ight his friend Mr. Jam es 
Adamson, who was the  honorary secretary of the 
parent institu te. To speak correctly this was a 
centre of the In stitu te . H e hoped th a t it was a centre 
of light, im provem ent and progress. In  any case he
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thought he could claim th a t as applied to the Cardiff 
district they  had shown th a t it was im portan t th a t 
those who were fellow-workers, w hether it be in 
m ind, in  brain or otherwise, should combine not 
m erely for m utual protection, bu t for w hat to his 
m ind was an infinitely higher object—m utual ad­
vancem ent and progress. T his centre had already 
shown th a t it could m ain tain  its position by having 
given papers w hich had been approved by the  parent 
society, and as a result of papers w hich had been 
contributed by two m em bers of the local centre they 
had been awarded w hat was considered a prize in 
connection w ith  th is society—two m edals for distinc­
tive literary and scientific work in  connection w ith  
this centre in Cardiff. Any of the gentlem en present 
who were engineers, m erchants, shipowners, de­
signers, naval architects, or in  any analogous position, 
m ight become associated w ith  the In stitu te . They 
could a ttend  the m eetings, listen to the papers which 
had been prepared at an im m ense am ount of trouble, 
and they  m ight criticise, and the  combined wealth of 
intellect m ight produce som ething of which their 
friends, the parent society of London, m ight be proud. 
As some of them  knew, they  had in  the  past had 
distinguished Presidents, such as L ord  Kelvin, the  late 
P e ter Denny, and m any others whom  he need not 
enum erate. A lthough th is society was a com paratively 
young one, he was delighted to find present th a t 
n ight m em bers of o ther societies— the M ining E n ­
gineers and the Civil E ngineers. H e  rejoiced to 
know th a t they  were working together for a common 
purpose—for the  progress and advancem ent of w hat 
was best, of w hat was attainable and w ith in  the 
reach of all. Before he sat down he wished to an­
nounce th a t he had received telegram s of apology for 
non-attendance. M r. T. A. S eed  and M r. Shotton 
sent their best wishes for a pleasant m eeting, and the 
distinguished m em ber for Cardiff, Sir E dw ard Beed, 
w ired: “ M uch regret no t being w ith  you th is 
even ing ; allow me to  share in the festivities in  spite 
of personal absence.”
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The Rev. Canon T h o m p s o n , in giving “ Shipping 
and Commerce,” said th a t these were essential 
elem ents to the national greatness. They all had 
their own interpretation, and it was of the most 
practical and he trusted  profitable kind w hich they put 
upon such a sentim ent as th a t which he had to speak 
to. Surely as essential elem ents to the. progress of 
the race, shipping and commerce were am ongst the 
m ost potent factors of the progress of the race. I t  
had always been so in every age of the world’s 
history. A lthough they had had periods of m ilitary 
conquest, although peoples had become great and left 
their indelible impress upon the character and history 
of their race, yet no nation had ever become 
effectively great, had ever left a legacy to m ankind 
which left m ankind the better for its bequeathing, 
unless th a t greatness had been built upon the solid 
foundations of in ternational commerce and in ter­
national exchange. Therefore in the toast of 
“ Shipping and Commerce ” they had a most 
m agnificent subject and a glorious them e. Around 
th a t festive board he saw shipping and commerce 
through their representatives in  the flesh. They 
seemed to be a very happy, a very healthy, and he 
trusted  on the whole a very contented body of 
people. They need not speak of shipping and 
commerce or any trade concerns in any m ean and 
sordid m anner. W ith  great diffidence, because they 
could not forecast the future, it seemed to him  as if 
th is m odern race had really come to stay—not like 
the glories of ancient Home, of Persia, and other 
nations to have their day and then  die away and 
leave no memories other th an  perishable ones behind. 
I f  so it would be because they  would recognise in 
the work God had given us to do th a t trade and 
commerce m eant a feeling of interdependence upon 
race and race, w hich would bind people to people—th a t 
we were dependent upon other nations of the earth  
and they were dependent upon us. So would be

T o a s t , “  S h i p p i n g  a n d  C o m m e r c e . ”
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inaugurated th a t glorious reality  of brotherhood 
w hich was not a dream, and w hich would by and bye 
be the true Im perialism  of the fu ture race. I f  so it 
would be because they  had been conspicuous not 
only on the m artial field of glory b u t conspicuous on 
the  m ore sacred and im portan t fields of commerce.

M r. A r c h i b a l d  H o o d , in re tu rn ing  thanks, 
rem arked th a t so m uch had been said th a t n igh t in 
favour of shipping and commerce and m arine engin­
eers th a t there was very little  left for him  to say. 
There was no m an who could admire the m arine 
engineers more th an  he did. W h a t had they  done? 
They had m ade the  commerce of the  world possible. 
They had w ithin the  last tw enty  or th irty  years made 
vast im provem ent in  shipping, and w hat was shipping 
now b u t steamers, and w hat were steam ers w ithout 
the effective engineering bestowed upon them  by 
m arine engineers. W h a t had they  done ? They had 
developed high pressure, steam  expansion, and 
another im portan t th ing, surface condensing, besides 
o ther th ings too num erous to m ention. B u t had 
they done more in  prom oting steam  navigation th an  
a m an of the  last century by the  nam e of Jam es W att. 
H e said th a t in  the presence of m arine engineers. 
H e was the pioneer of steam  navigation. W ithou t 
his great invention they would not have been where 
they were to-day. H e did not say some other person 
m ight not have done w hat W a tt did, bu t it m ight 
have been years and years before it was done. I t  was 
said th a t the m an who m ade two blades of grass 
to grow where one grew before was a benefactor to 
his country. W ell, m arine engineers had made one 
pound of coal to produce more th an  two pounds of 
coal did before. W h a t was commerce ? H e was 
told th a t it was the  interchange of commodities. 
W h a t would steam ships be w ithout docks ? A  great 
deal had been done in regard to  docks in  th is district, 
bu t all th a t had recently been done as to  docks in 
th is district was nothing compared w ith  w hat L ord 
B ute did in m aking the W est dock. Those who
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followed him  had plenty of m eans to do w hat was 
done, and he did not th ink  they were entitled to so 
m uch credit as Lord B ute was in  m aking the W est 
dock. They got steam ers into the dock, b u t of w hat 
would be the use of them  unless they had some 
merchandise either to bring in  or to take out. Con­
sequently they w anted collieries and ironworks and 
so forth  to provide m eans of existence for the shipping. 
L e t it not be thought th a t m arine engineers had 
finished their work. There was a wide field before 
them  yet for m aking further im provem ents. T hat 
was a very clumsy way of producing the motive 
power of steam ers by such a cumbersome commodity 
as coal. H e did not doubt bu t th a t engineers m ight 
still fu rther economise the use of coal or discover 
some m eans of doing chiefly w ithout coal altogether. 
T hat m ight astonish some of them , bu t they heard 
in  the present day of liquid air, they heard of solid 
coal gas, and they knew w hat power there was in 
electricity. A few years ago they could not make 
use of electricity as they did now. Now it was in 
every workshop and used for the transm ission of 
power in a way th a t their forefathers never thought 
of. A nother im portant th ing  in connection w ith  
steam  prom otion was wireless telegraphy. I t  would 
not be more wonderful to have steam ers going w ith 
m uch less w eight to produce speed th an  now. I t  
had been the dream of chem ists to find some m ethod 
of decomposing w ater and then  they had the elem ents 
of the  sea to produce their power. W hether th a t 
would ever come he did not know. B u t let them  not 
th ink  their knowledge was perfect. There was room 
enough for further im provem ents. They had a 
wide field, an illim itable field of science before them , 
and if they studied this they  would cull some of the 
sweets th a t would contribute m uch to their enjoy­
m ent.

T o a s t , “  T h e  B r is t o l  C h a n n e l  P o r t s .”

M r. L e w e l l y n  W o o d , J .P .,  in proposing “ The 
Bristol Channel P o rts ,” said th a t he was not willing
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th a t any other port in  the Channel should be pros­
perous a t the expense of Cardiff, bu t subject to  th a t 
qualification, he believed th a t every Cardiff m an 
wished success to them  all.

The M a y o r  o f  N e w p o r t , in reply, said he 
believed the authorities of the various ports along the 
seaboard would do their part in assisting the m arine 
engineers to forward the  work of im provem ent.

Mr. J o h n  D u n c a n , J .P ., also re turned  thanks, 
and referred to the fact th a t it  was one of the glories 
of the South W ales ports, and particularly of the 
Bristol Channel ports, th a t every m an who occu­
pied a prom inent position was self-made. In  view of 
there being am ongst the Am ericans and G erm ans a 
race of commercial m en coming to the front, such as 
they  had not experienced in  past years, th e  m arine 
engineers had set a fine example in  equipping m en 
for the  increased com petition from other nations in 
the  future. If  other branches of commerce followed 
on their lines they need have no fear as to their 
successors being able to place the  B ristol Channel 
ports in  the foremost rank.

T o a s t , “  K i n d r e d  S o c i e t i e s . ”

Mr. J a m e s  A d a m s o n  (the H on. Secretary of the 
In stitu te ), in  proposing the  toast of “ K indred 
In stitu tio n s,” said : “ Peace h a th  her victories no less 
renowned th an  w ar,” and the  toast w hich fell to  him  
to propose for the  acceptance of the  company 
was more allied to the form er th an  the latter. F or 
the past eighteen m onths the  nation  had been com­
passed by curtains of fire and smoke. T he clouds 
were rolling away, however, and soon the  m an of 
science would en ter in  and take possession of the 
newly-acquired territo ry  and prepare the  way for the 
prosperity and progress of the people th a t would 
occupy it in the  peaceful pursuits of commerce. 
Years ago every trade had its  own secrets kept 
closely, bu t w ith  the  advance of tim e new forms 
of industry came into being, w ith  different views of
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duty and broader principles of life ; societies were 
formed, and their num ber had been gradually 
increased year by year. W hen they thought of 
the different societies throughout the country, the 
m en who had taken and were taking prom inent 
parts in  connection w ith them  were at once suggested, 
and these were the m en who had advanced the 
progress of the  world towards knowledge and 
light. These stood on the heights of patriotism  and in 
the direction indicated by Canon Thom pson in  his 
speech. E ach  and all rem inded them  of our leading 
m en of science, who, more richly endowed w ith  n a tu re’s 
gifts th an  their fellows, gave the  results of their 
labour forth  to their fellows for the good of all. H e 
was highly gratified to see such an assembly, and the 
progress of the centre was a cause for congratulation 
to the whole In stitu te , of which it was indeed an 
integral part, and he could not bu t trespass beyond 
the lim its of the toast in indicating th is and to express 
regret th a t there had not been a larger representation 
from London to w itness their successful gathering. 
H e wished, however, to  assure the  office-bearers and 
com m ittee of the  centre th a t a very warm  interest 
was taken in  their progress and success. H e was 
pleased to see they were welcoming one of their 
tow nsm en who had taken part in  the South African 
campaign. W ith  th is brief digression he now begged 
to ask them  to accept the toast, “ K indred Societies,” 
coupled w ith  the nam e of one who was known, not 
only in  Cardiff, bu t beyond the confines thereof. H e 
had pleasure in coupling the toast w ith  Mr. Biches.

Mr. T. H u r r y  R i c h e s , J .P ., in reply, said th a t 
on behalf of the old institutions to which he had 
the  honour to belong he extended their cordial 
sym pathy and congratulation on the success of 
the In stitu te . The M arine Engineers was not the 
oldest institu tion  in  the country, bu t it was one th a t 
had shown im m ense vitality, and was one w hich was 
second to  none in  the advancem ent of science. They 
knew of the progress and development th a t had been
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brought into existence by the m arine engineers. 
B u t for them  our food supply would not be in  the  
state it was to-day. Instead  of having cheap food 
and all luxuries which every inhab itan t was enabled 
to acquire at a m oderate price a large num ber of 
comforts would be beyond the atta inm en t of the 
m ass of the population. E very  m arine engineer 
could take the flattering unction to his soul of having 
done som ething to im prove the world and m aking it 
better to live in.

T o a s t , “ T h e  P r e s i d e n t . ”

Mr. M. W . A i s b i t t  (Vice-President B.C.C.), in  
subm itting the  health  of the chairm an, said they  
knew w hat Sir Jo h n  G unn had done for them . 
H e had been the m ainspring of the  society in  Cardiff. 
The toast was drunk w ith  musical honours.

Sir J o h n  G u n n , in  reply, said th a t whatever 
success the centre had attained was very largely due 
to M r. A isbitt and his friend Mr. Sloggett, who was 
a splendid worker, and to Mr. W ailes and some half- 
dozen others thanks were also certainly due. The 
whole com m ittee were thoroughly loyal and worked 
splendidly together.

The health  of M r. George Sloggett was then  
cordially drunk, and th a t gentlem an, in  response, 
said th a t they  had a very hard-working committee. 
W hilst they m ight be taun ted  w ith com bining busi­
ness w ith pleasure they found it answered very well 
indeed. Mr. Sloggett also referred to  the services of 
the honorary treasurer, Mr. Sm ithson, who had done 
a great deal to forward the work of the centre.

“  G o d  S a v e  t h e  Q u e e n .”

D uring the course of the evening the organ was 
played w ith  great acceptance by M r. N orm an 
Kendrick. M adame Nellie Asher and M r. A. H . 
P ark ins sang w ith  applause, and by their perform ­
ances Messrs. A rthur Angle (on the violin) and J . 
K nott (on the trombone) also added greatly to the 
pleasure of the assembly.








