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In this ycal-, w l i c ~ ~  so many great c1i:rngcs i n  the pcl-sonncl s t r u c t ~ ~ r c  of tlic 
Royal Navy  arc taking place, i l  is of i~~ tc rc s t  that jusl lifty yci~r-s ago lllc tir-st 
f~i\'c mcch;~nicians completed tlicil- training and joined ihc llcct. I t  is illso inter- 
esting t1i:~t Admiral Fisher, who had so much to d o  witli rc-orgal i i~at io~i  of 
the Naby,  i~istigatcd tlic Mechanician Sclicliie. Tlic origili of the idea of a 
~nechanician lay in the urgcnt ncctl to improvc tlic ELI~LII-c prospects o f  tlic 
stoker as lic was rhc~i .  Hc  I ~ a d ,  i l l  thosc days, no  o ~ ~ t l c i  to o(1iccr- rank, nor 
was ihc~-c any sltillcd 11-aining ;lvnilahlc to him. As a result of 11ic C;lwdo~-- 
t7islic~- r-cpo~-l, I'licir 1.ordsliips dccidcd, in 1903, to institute this licw ratc ol' 
Mccli:~~iician by an (11-dcr i l l  Council, datcd 28th Mnrcli, wliicli gave tlic follow- 
ing reasons fol- its creation : - 

l .  'fo give siolter rari~igs iiieclia~~ical training adapted to llic rcq~iil-cmcnts 
of the Service and to render them more 171-oticicnt to perform ihcir duties. 

2. 1'0 pl-ovide a n  ~ ~ l t i n l a t e  clianncl of advanccmcnt for the Stoker Branch 
to warrant rank. 



3. T o  relieve engine room arliliccr-s of a certain amount  of wz~tcl~keeping 
duties, i t  being tlic intention tl1;tt the f~t1~11.e mechanicians perform the 
engine-rooni and stokehold w;~tcIikccping duties now bcing carried O L I ~  

by engine rooni artificers.' 
Linfortunately, no records c;w be f o ~ t n d  to  explain how the titlc ' Mcclinni- 

cian ' was chosen for tlic new brnncl~, but i t  seems to be all appropriate word 
since, although niodern dictionaries state this word is rarely used and. in lirct, 
a wcll-l;nowti one states that i t  is obsolete, they all givc tlic definition, ' A 
mccliatiic 01- artisan, one sltillcd in the cotislruction of machinery.' 

D1~I'AIl.S 0 1 ;  'I'I+l< INI'I'IAI. SCllEMI,: (1903) 
Methocl of Selection 

The  method of selection of the early mechanicians was laid dowli by tlic 
Admiralty a s  follows : 

' C a n d i d ~ ~ t e s  will be sclcclcd princi[)ally from young and proniising 
lending stoker. mechanics and slokcr mccllanics, but chief stokcr mcclianics 
will also be eligible. 

' A candidate must have bortic a V.G. character lot- two years P S C V ~ O L I S  

to being selected kund must be rccomrncndcd by the Engineer Oflieer of 
the ship or  reset-vc i n  which lie is serving, and be ~tppsoved by the Captain. 
Hc must re-engage to complete time ihr  pension, if within five years of 
completing first cngagcmcnt, :und must not he over thirty ycars of age when 
starting tlic course. He  must be able to read and write well, and unders(;~nd 
the first f o ~ t r  r ~ ~ l e s  of:~ritlirnctic.' 

7'hc first candidates selected wer-c all chief stokcr ~ilcclianics. 
(Readers may query the use o f  tliis titlc ' stoker mechanic ', but i n  thosc days 
stokers, on becoming qualifietl, becanie known as stoker mcclianics. I;~~t-tIicr- 
more, lending stoker mechanics wer-c petty ofTiccrs, ~ ~ s u a l l y  with at least fivc 
o r  six ycars' experience in tlic Service, : i l l  of which WLIS in\ ' i~rii~bly spent nlloat. 
Tlicrc was no such r21ti1ig rhcti as the present day leading mccllanic ( E )  or  
petty oflicer mccliatiic ( E ) . )  

Methotl of Training 
The  original course consisted of two years in shore workshops set LIP in cacli 

port ,  ratings being trained in their own depots and not at n combined cstab- 
lishment. I -hc  two years' course compr-ised tllree to four months spent a t  
fitting, turning. boilermaking, coppersmithing, n~ould ing  and engincsmitliing, 
undel- the instruction of C.E.R.As. 1,ccturcs on marine engineering and school 
subjects wcrc given Sot- one hour d;~ily by a chaplain and naval instructor. 

A test Job in each trade, and examinations in ' school ' and engineering wcrc 
given at the end of' tliis two-year COLII -SC.  Succcssfi~l candidates tlic~r ~ tnder -  
\vent six-ni:~iitIis s t c ; ~ ~ i i i t i ~  i i i i  in a sln.tll h i p .  ~ ~ s u a l l y  ;I gutiboat 
wllere, in the absence of E.R.A.s, they ran het- entirely themselves, raising steam. 
tending :tuxiliarics and taking 11~1- to sea. A t  the cnd of tliis course, candidates 
were rated acting mechanicians ~ u i d  scnt to sect in a battleship ot- ba t t lccr~~ise~- ,  
never less than t\vo rnech;~nici;~ns to a ship, fol- a f ~ ~ s l h c r  period of one year's 
1r;~ining. As is lhc way with so many new sclicmcs, dctailed instructions clid 
not exist and on &!-rival in their firs1 ships 11iost tncclianici:uis discovc:rcd that 
the enginecl- ofliccrs had n o  ktiowledge of the schenic and certainly did nol 
k ~ l o w  what to d o  with the new ratings. Their immediate reaction was not vcl-y 
encouraging. 'l'lie usual dillicvlties of ;~ccommod;ttio~i arose and no details OS 
their training were nvailablc. Study by these officers of t l ic  rcgul:~tions :~vailablc 



ind ica ted t o  them that  t l ie  new r a t i n g  of mccl iat l ic ian was p r i ~ i i n r i l y  designed as 
;L w ;~ tc l i kcepe~-  and they c o u l d  n o t  appr-cciatc t l int,  a f te r  t w o  years' 1,ractical 
t ra in ing,  they were cnpablc of car ry ing  o u t  rnaintcnancc wor l t  as wc l l .  H o w e v c ~ - ,  
l i k e  so  m a n y  new scheriics, t l ic  p r o o f  of t l ie  p u d d i n g  was in Llic eat ing and the 
results aci i icvcd b y  t l lc  early ~ncc l ian ic inns wc l l  war l -antcd t l ie  cont inu: t t ion ol '  
t i le  schcmc. On c o m p l c l i o n  o f  the one  year's t r i t i n ing  at sea, mcc1ianici;tns wcl-c 
g iven a n  c . t ; ~ m i ~ ~ a l i o ~ ~  Tot- conf i l -m;~ l ion .  T h i s  was cat-I-icd o u t  b y  t l ic  cnginccr 
capta ins  o f  i l i c  fleets. T l ~ c  cxarninat ion t o o k  three days a n d  was b o t h  wr i t t en  
a n d  ora l .  

I ~ I ~ O I < ~ ~ A ~ I Z A ' ~ I O N  (1900) 

J k i e f  1)ctails of the I<eorjianization 
In  IC)O(l, as ;I ~scsult of  m u c h  dc l ihcro t ion o n  tire piu-t ol"Tlicir Lort lsl l ips, t l lc 

w l i o l c  system 01' t ra in ing a n d  organ izat ion o f  t l ie  engine-room rat ings o f  the 
fleet was c i ianyed wit11 ;I v icw t o  increasing t l ie  generi l l  s t a ~ i d a r d  o f  knowledge 
of t l i is  i ~ i i p o r ! ; ~ ~ i t  sceti~>11 o f  t l lc p e r s ~ r i ~ i e l .  A t  t l ic S:III~C t ime T h e i r  I .ordships 
decided t o  eslabl ish ;I new warr~unt  rank  for t l lc  Siokcr- I $ r a ~ i c l i .  In  the C ' i r c~~ la l -  
Le t te r  \\,hie11 gave detai ls o f  t l i is  schcmc (Circu1:tr Lc t tc rs  wcrc ~ ~ s c d  be lhrc  the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t l ic  A t l m i r a l t y  Gcricr;rl Message), i t  was stated that  t l ~ c  course 
of (1-;lining fo r  the r a t i n g  o f  r ~ i e c l ~ w i i c i a n  wol t ld,  i n  ~ L I ~ L I I - ~ ,  he ; t r r ;~ngcd w i t h  
a v i cw  t o  render ing spcciol ly sclcctcci Inen o f  the s tokcr  c l ~ ~ s s  capable o f  under-  
t a k i n ~  t l ~ c  o rd i i i a ry  watchkecping dut ies o f  t11c engine r o o m  a n d  stokehold.  
I t  was a t  th is  t i t l le  t l ~aL  the t i t les i n  t l ie  Stol tcr  l3rancl i  were n l tc rcd l o  c o ~ i i c  
i n t o  l ine  w i t h  those o f  the S e a ~ n e r ~  Branch an t i  the new t i t l e  of Lead ing  Stokes 
w a s  i n t r o d ~ r c e d  t o  rc1,lacc t l ic  exist ing 1.eading Stoker Second Class. 7-11c then 
I-c;~dir ig Slohet- I i s s ~  Class \+,as cl iarigcd i r i  t i t le  to i l i a l  of Slokel-  P c l l y  Ol l iccr .  

Kcvisetl h l e t l ~ o d  of Selection 

W i t h  t l i i s  I - c o r g n n i ~ a l i o ~ i  came a tlew system o f  selection of mechanician 
c i ~ ~ i d i d i ~ t c s  \vIl icIi is \ c r y  IIILICI~ it1 l ine w i t h  that i t 1  force today. One  in ipo r lnn t  
difl'cr-cncc, l io\vc\cr, s l i o r ~ l d  be noted :it t l ~ i s  stage t h a t ,  w i t l i  t l i c  inrl-eduction 
of a Mcc l i ;~n ica l  TI-aining Course fol- Icading stokers i n  1906, m c l i  undergo ing 
these e o ~ ~ r s c s  \VCI-C t : ~ ~ ~ g I i t  the c l c ~ i i e ~ i t s  of special trades, accol-d ing t o  ab i l i t y  
d i s p l ~ l y c d  at :I 121-climin:uy examinat ion.  These trades were l i t te r  and coppes- 
smith.  boilcr~nakcr--brickl;t>fcr-, brick1;lyer and  molr lder.  

On comp le t ion  of  t h i s  Mcc1ianic;tl 1. ra in ing C o ~ ~ r s c  a care f~11 selection \\.a:, 
rnadc of  t l ie  m c n  w l i o  qua l i l i cd  a n d  a p r o p o r t i o n  o f  Llie most p romis ing  and  
in tc l ! igcnt  ( i ~ s u i r l l y  fr-om t l ic  l i i t c r  a n d  coppcrsmi t l i  spcci;tlists). p rov ided they 
a t ta ined t i le  t1cccss;u.j standar-d. was noted as men  w l i o  gavc l ~ r o m i s e  of bc ing  
s ~ ~ i t ; ~ b l c  for- t l l~;~l i f ic;t t ior l  ;IS ~ i i cc I i ;~~ i i c i ;~ r i .  ' l~ l i csc  men, when selected. and  
provic lcd they were no t  over 2 5 ; ,  u.crc at oncc rated ;tcting stoker pet ty o l i iccr  
a n d  were scnt t o  n seagoing ship in f u l l  comtnission as soon as possible, w i t h  
the cibjcct 01' g iv ing  t l i c n ~  ful-ti les sea expericncc a n d  o f  s u h ~ e c l i ~ i g  them t o  
spcci;~l obscr-\alien as ro  t l ie i r  f i l r~css. DUI-ing t l i i s  i i rnc  ;I[ sca they formed p;rrt 
of the s l i i p ' s  c o ~ n p l c m c n t  o f  s t o k c ~ -  pet ty of l iccrs and. if f o t ~ n d  coml,ctenl at 
thc  c l i d  01' twelve mon t l l s  f r o m  t l ~ e  date ol' their ac t i ng  rate, a n d  subject t o  
satisl',~ctor) c o n d ~ ~ c t ,  they wcrc confir-mcd i n  the I-ating. A f i c l -  serv ing c i g l i t c c ~ l  
m o n t h s  1'1-urn the datc of  be ing rated ac t ing s tokcr  pet ty  ofliccr, cacl i  oi" the m e n  
prc)\,ision:~IIy sclccted f.01- tire M c c l i a ~ ~ i c i a n s '  C'oursc were specially scpoi-tccl I I~OII  

o n  a prescl-ibctl f o r m  b y  the Engineer Off icer o f  the sh ip  a n d  these I-eports. 
approved  b y  the Captain,  wcrc scnt t o  the Commander - in -C I i i e f  of t l ic  S t ; ~ t i o ~ i .  
w h o  in 1111-n 161-wartlccl then1 t o  t l ie  C'omm;uidc~--in-C'iiicf, f 'or tsmor~t l i ,  for- t l l c  
i ~ ~ f o r m a t i o n  of the Inspect ing Cap ta in  of M c c l ~ ; ~ n i c a l  'l'r;~ining Fstnb l is l i~ i icn ls .  
( T h i s  oll icel- was a n  cxecutivc c n p t ; ~ i ~ i  and t l i i s  post existed i rnt i l  1912.) l l l e  
f ina l  selccl ion f o r  the Mcc l i an ic in~ is '  C'oursc was made  b y  the lnspcc l i ng  C ; ~ p t a i ~ ~  



f r o m  a t n o n g  i l i c  men  i;lvour;rbly repor led  i l p o n  Trom seagoing ships and  arrange- 
l i i c l i l s  were t i iat lc whereby the rncn w h o w c r c  f ina l ly  selcctcd. r c l l l r ned  t o  Eng land  
at the lil-st oppo l - [un i ty  af ter  they h a d  completed a to ta l  o f  t w o  years' ac t i ng  
and con l i rn i cd  scrvicc as stoker p c t l y  ol l icer. N o  man ,  l iowcvcr,  c o ~ l l d  be 
sclcclcd w h o  w o i ~ l d  have bccn over 28 yc:~rs o l 'agc at the l i l i i c  of the cc-)~iinicncc- 
n i cn t  o f  t l i c  M c c l i n l ~ i c i a n s  Course.  T11us il c:ui hc  sccn t l ~ n t  a t  th is stagc t l i c  
:ivcragc age o f  selcclcd men  tcndcd l o  be f i l i r l y  h igh  i n  v iew o f  i l ie  ~1~1:l l i I 'y i t ig 
t in lc and  scl-vice 11ccdcd f o r  sclecl ion. 

I<evisetl System of ' l 'raininji 

C'oiisciluc111 i l pon  this reorgan izat ion o f t h c  Stoker L31.ancIi. ill ordel- to el isurc 
1I1at ~ i i c ~ l ~ ; ~ ~ i i c i ; ~ i i s  WCI-C cI l icict i(  fc)r the ~ . ; ~ t c l i k e e ~ I ~ i g  i l i t l i e ~  tI1;1t t l ~ e y  w o i t l d  
be c:~l lc t l  ~11>oli l o  i~ndc r ta l t c ,  i t  was la id  down i n  t l ie  rcgi l la t io i is  I l la t  : " l ' h c y  
at-c in f l l tu rc  t o  be t ra ined pr imal - i l y  f o r  I l i i s  p i i~ -posc a n d  they ar-c to  be giucl i  
t l i ( , ~ - o ~ ~ g l i  i t ~ s t t - l ~ c l i o t ~  in the cons t ruc l i on  a n d  w o r k i n g  of e:~cli par t  of  t l ic  
c n g i ~ ~ c s  i l l i d  boi lers of a sli ip. C'onsidcl-ablc tt-;tilling at t l lc  t rade o f  l i l tc l -  ;III~ 

IIII-riei i s  t o  t x  : ~ l l ' ~ t ~ d c d  1 0  t l i c ~ n  ; ~ t i d  they w i l l  also be give11 ins t ruc t ion in gener:~l 
cc l~rca l io l ia l  sub.jccls.' Tli~ts i t  ci111 be sect1 t l i i ~ t  l iere \\;IS l l i c  b c g i ~ ~ ~ i i r i g  ol' t l ic  
Ic;rcll ing o f  t l ic  i radc  of l i l te r  a n d  lu r t i c r  t o  i l i e  t i~ecl ianic ian,  t l io i lg l i ,  o l ' co i~rsc ,  
at t l i is  stagc il was no1 rcgart lcd as a m a j o r  p o r l i o n  ol' the \y l lahus.  A n o l l i c r  
; ~ l I c r a t i o l i  i n  i l i c  t ra in i l i g  t l i a l  t o o k  place t i t  t l i is  l i m e  was in the riictl iocl o f  Ii11;il 

c x a m i n a t i o ~ i ,  \vli ich \\)as al tered so i l l a t  t l ic  Admi r t t l t y  became the c u a m i l i i n g  
a l ~ t l i n r i i y .  allcl c x a m i r ~ a l i o n s  wcrc carr ied o u t  b y  a I3o;ll-d of oll iccl-s apl,oin~ed 
hy t l l cm.  A t  the same l i m e  the six m o ~ i t h s  sl,ccial slc:ltii ti-;iiliing i n  i l i c  11-aining 
sh ip  \+.as aho l is l i cd  a n d  t l ~ c  rat ings wcrc scut str-aight t t t ~ m  ctrirt-sc tt1 a seagoing 
\liil> it1 1'1111 c ~ ~ i i ~ i i i s s i o i i  ;is :tcIi l lg r~ i cc l i ;~ r i i c i ;~~ is .  I c e  i c y  c ~ . \ . c d  I \ ~ c I v e  ~ i i o ~ t t l ~ s  
I the ; lc t ing i-;ite before bccomirrg el ig ib le l'ot- c o ~ i t i t - i i i : ~ t i o ~ ~  as i i iccl ianician. 
I l i c  q ~ ~ a l i l ' y i n g  cx;imin:it ion was I Iongel- cal-r ict l  0111 ancl co~ i I i r - t i ia t ic )~ i  
~Icpc11cIc~1 011 [ l ie  E r ig i~ i cc r  C ~ l l i c c ~ ~ ' s  op i l i io r i  O S  111s i ~ c t i t r g  ~ i i c c l ~ ; ~ t i i c i : ~ ~ i s .  

Stalos of the Rlechan ic ia l~  

I t  was i n  1906 also t l iat some clat- i l icat ion \\';IS a1 last g i \ c l i  t o  the status < ) S  
t lre ti iccliariician, sincc i t  \\#:is 1 ; t i i l  clown i n  ;l C'il-cular 1.cttc1. t l i ; ~ t  i l i c  [rating (,S 
r o ~ i l i l - n i c d  mcc l ian ic i ;~n I c I  he a c l i i c f  pcti! ol7icc1 :11id \ v o ~ ~ l d  C ; I I ~ I ~  \\lit11 
i t  s c ~ i i o ~ - i t >  o ~ c r  a l l  c l ~ i c f s l ~ ~ l i c r s .  

S u ~ l ~ l ) c r s  l ' r a inc t l  and C o l ~ ~ o l e n l c l ~ t  A l l onc t l  ill S l ~ i p s  ( luring the I'eriotl 1')OS-1010 

1-hc 01- ig inal  intent ion,  s o  S:II- as  t i ~ i ~ i i h c r s  of  mccl ianic ians ill the l lcel  W;IS 

concc~-ncd ,  was t o  t ra in  s ixty candidateh c:rch yc;11- u n ~ i l  a peal, l i g ~ t r c  of  SO0 
I ~.c :~c Ic i l .  I n  I~IOS, Iicl\\cvcr-, i t  \\.:IS dccit lcd to ilicrc:ise t l i is  11111iihc1- 10 1,350 
o ~ i  [ l ie  ll;t\is tI1;lt 11ic1-c s l i o i ~ l c l  l>c o r ~ c  t i ~ c c I i ; ~ ~ i i c i i ~ ~ i  i ~ i  c;~cl i  c r i g i ~ i c  rooiii o I ' c \ c r y  
I : I I - ~ ~  \ l r ip. \ v i t l i  :I ~ ~ r o ~ ~ o ~ ~ t i o ~ i ; t t c l ~  lcs\ci. i i t ~ r i i I >c~-  i r i  s~i i : i I lcr \csscls. . r l i c  :~~III:I~ 
n ~ ~ l i i I i c ~ - s  al lo\vct l  by  cornplcmcnt I i s  S l i i  I i r c ~ l ; ~  L c ~ I ~ I .  0 1 '  
~ i c .  1905. : ~ n i i  was as fol lo\vs : - ~  

s/li/T , \ ' ! l l ~ l / l ~ ~ l ~  : ~ / / l l l l ~ ~ ' ~ /  

l.-ir\t C~'l;lss l3 :~ t t lcs l i i~~s . . . . . . . . 2 
I~.il-st ;11icI Scco~ic i  (71:~ss C'I.LIISCI.S oI.:i~icl ;tIx)vc lO.000 i . l i . l l .  2 
I i r s t  ; ~ i i c l  Sccol id Cl :~ss Cruisers i rndcr 10,000 i.1i.p. . . I 
scou1\ . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
I l i i l - t l  Class C~LI~SCI-S . . . . . . . . I 
l iepa i l -  Ships . . . . . . . . . . I 
I>cstroyci-s oil at id ; ~ h o \ c ,  30 kno ts  . . . . . . I 
I'i(,/o~.itr c r j~ i l  .lll~o./ ( the  then l ioy; l l  Y i l ch t )  . . . . I 



W h e n  t l l c  n l lmhc l -  of mcc l i a r~ i c i : t ~ i s  i t ~c rcascd  1 1  1004, t l l c  c o ~ i i p l c m c n t  
allowed, l'or s l i i l x  c;tr-rying n iec l ian ic ia~ is .  \vas iticl-eascti t o  six f o r  h;ltt lesli ips. 
t~ i111 lccr~ i i sc rs  :~ri<I c r ~ ~ i s c r s .  

l,'irst C'onibiilctl l'ri-Port 'I'rainiog 
I - i ) r  rcabons t l ia t  can  \\;cl1 be ~ t ~ ? t l c r s r o o t l ,  c l l ' o r ~ s  \vel-e c o ~ i s t a n t l y  b e i n g  made  

t o  c c ~ i ~ r ; t l i ~ c  t l ic  t ~ - i l i t i i l i g  01' ~ i i c c I i : l ~ i i c i ; ~ ~ i ~  ill O I ~ C  c s t a h l i s l i ~ ~ i e ~ i t .  T o w a r d s  the  
c l 0 0  i s  S ~ l ~ i c  I c l l .  S .  l i i ~ i i i v .  a IILIIL ;I( I l c \  o i i ~ > ~ r L  \vl i icI i  
h a i l  hcc i i  uscd  [or- the 11 -a i~ i i ng  01' bo) : t r l i l i~ ,crs since t l i c  i n ; l ~ ~ s u r : l t i o n  of  tha t  
sc l i c~ i i c ,  w l i i c l i .  l i l<c i l i c  ~ ~ i c c l ~ : ~ ~ i i c i : ~ t i s ,  l i : icl st:~rtcc\ ill 1003. \\;IS 1;1l<c11 OVCI-. .l-lie 
I - I I ~ I  s I l 1 1  S l s i g i  : tmcndcd I th is  t i m c  so i t  m ~ ~ c l i  of  t l ic  
l i n a l  !c;tr c o ~ ~ l d  he dc \c ) tcd  t o  I - c l i t t i ~ i g  the hoilcl.s allcl n i a c l ~ i n e r y  o f  1 i .M .S .  
/ i .  I t l t o w  s l i i l x  ;itt:tcIiccl t o  I o r  i ~ ~ i t r ~ t c t i ~ l  purpo.;es, :rlid a lso ol' 
i s  l t i c  1 1 i e  l e t  I 'r:~ctical cupcr iencc in  the o p e r a t i o n  of n ~ : ~ c l i i i i c ~ - y  
\\,as g i \ c n  ill t l i c  sh ips a t ~ a c l i c d  l o  / ~ i ( / i ~ \ .  

I - l i c i r  L i ~ ~ . t l s l ~ i p s  in  l l i i s  !,car. i r is t r - r~c lcd tIi:11 i t  ' ~ : I S S ~ I I ~  o t i l  ' c c r i i / i c : ~ l c  s l~o t i l c l  
c I 10 :lII I ~ i ~ c l ~ i ~ t i c i i t ~ i  ;111ci ~ t i g  1-00111 ~ i l i c c ~ s  fiflli class 
\v110 ~ L ~ c c ~ s s I ' L I I I ~  pitsscil t l i c i ~ .  tri l(Ic test :111il c ~ i ~ ~ i ? i ~ i i ~ t i o ~ ~ s .  I t  \\;IS I k ~ i o \ v ~ i  :)S 

I~oI -111 -]..S. l 0 0  :11icI b r i c l l y  stiltcc1 tIi:it t l ic  r : i ~ i l i g  11;tiI s ~ ~ c c e s s l ' i ~ l l y  c :~ r~- icc i  O L I ~  :l 

COLII-sc o f  11-:1i1iiliy ill c t l g i ~ i c c r i ~ i g  h ~ ~ l > j c c i s  ~ I K I  ~ ~ o I - I ~ s I I ~ ~ ~ s  at t l i e  M c c l ~ ; ~ ~ i i c i \ !  
. . 

I I I I I I ~ I ~  l s t l l i s l i ~ i i c ~ i ~ .  I-I-~IIIIIII~ e o ~ ~ < i t i l ~ c c l  ill I 1 .M .S .  I , i ( / i i ~  1111til Llic O L I ~ ~ I . C : I ~  

of i l i c  I i l -s l  WOI-Id W a r .  \ \ l i en  the  11-ailr ing 01' mccli:rnici:rns stoppccl  u n t i l  l l l c  
end  01'  t ha t  \V;II-. 

S 0 1  0 1911 

Introtluclion of Warrant &lerhanicians 
A s  01- is i l la l l y  l a i d  d c ) w i ~  hy Adinil-:rlty p o l i c y  o f  1903, ~ l i c  r cgu la r i ons  govc l -n ing  

the  eligibility ol' rncc1i ; in ic ian~ t o  sit the cxarni11:ttion ihr wart -ant  mcch ;~n i c i an  



were t h a l  t l i cy  s l i o ~ ~ l d  l i i ~ v e  l i ve  years' sen ior i l y  as mccl ianic ians a n d  he I-ccum- 
mended by the i r  Engineer Ol l i ccr  and C o m m : ~ n d i ~ i g  Ol l i ccr .  l ' l i ~ ~ s .  b y  1910, 
the li l-st class of mechanicians t o  pass o u t  Sroni the l lcservc 1-lcct Wol-kslio!?s 
in October ,  1905, b c c : ~ ~ i i c  e l ig ib le t o  sit t l ie  ex:unination. 

T l i c  mcc l i~rn ic ians a l k c l c d  tended t o  regard ( l ie who le  syslcm w i t h  a eel-tail1 
a ~ i i o u n t  ol' suspicion hul .  despite this, most  o f  t l i c m  lcll t h n l  i t  was w o r t h  a n  
at tempt .  Accounts  by some of thosc sixteen mccl i :~nicians w l i o  ;i ltcndcd t l ic  
l i rs t  examinn l ion.  recal l  ( l ie  scepticism expressed by the scores o f  arl i l icers w l i o  
h a d  ar r ived at the c x a m i n a t i o ~ i  centre, f i ~ l l y  cc l l~ ippcd  w i t l i  c:~scs o f  dr;twinp 
ins t r~ tmc t i t s ,  etc., when ihcy  ohscrvcd l l icsc mccl i :~nic ions con ip lc tc ly  ~~ncc lu i l ?pc t l  
a ~ i d  al?l)arcntly ~111prcpa1-ud However ,  the rcsults or the c x a n i i ~ i a t i o n  once 
again p roved  t l ie  s o ~ ~ n d n c s s  of t l ic  mcc l i ;~n ic ian I'OI-, dcspitc i h c  liccessity fol- 
adap t ing  pennies a n d  t - ~ ~ l c r s  t o  complete t l ic  papers, w l i i c l i  were t l ic same i t s  

t l iosc b c i ~ i g  lal;en by  E.R.As., eleven o f  th: sixteen candidates passed t l ic  
e x a m i ~ i a t i o ~ i  and  clu;~lif icd fo r  sclcct ion. T l t c  first l ive o f  tliesc wcrc promotccl  
in N o v e ~ l i h c r ,  1910, and  t l ~ c  r e m a i n i n g  six a t  11 1;ltcr date. T h i s  was a gs-cat 
I ;~ndmat-k i n  the l i is tory o f  t l ie  Stoker  Branc l i  ;itid a n  equal ly  great : ~ c h i c v c ~ i ~ c ~ i t  
for t l iosc l i ve  p r o m o t c d  t o  w:trrarlt mcc l~an ic ians  since they were t l ic  lit-st stokers 
ever t o  rcocl i  of l iccr rank  i n  Llic h is tory  o f  i l i c i r  1~r;uicIi. 

Transfer  f r o m  H.M.S. ' lntlus ' 
In  July, 1910, the t r ;~ i t i ing o f  mechanicinns was t ransfcrrcd Srom I I .M.S.  

/ I I ( / L I . S  t o  the Mec I i ;~~ i i c ;~ I  ' I r i ~ i n i n g  Establishment, Cha tham,  ancl the boy  XI-tiliccrs 
f r o m  i l i i s  est;~bl isI imenl were t r :~nsfcrrcd back t o  ~ I I ~ ~ L I . Y .  No reason Sor t l i is move  
is opp ; i r c~ i t .  T h e  11-aining of ~ i i cc l i un i c ians  continued at t h i s  new e s ~ a h l i s l i m c ~ i l  
w i t l i  l i t t le  01- t io a l te r ;~ t i on  u n t i l  t l ie  o l ~ t b r e a h  of W o r l d  War- I in 1014, w l icn  
t r a i n i n g  stoppct l  ~ ~ n t i l  t l ic cnd o f  t1i:it war .  D i l l - i ng  W o r l d  W;II- I, l iowcvcr,  72 
mccl ianic ians wcl-c p romoted  t o  w:lrrant m c c l i a ~ i i c i a n  and gave g o o d  accoi lnts 
of  t l icmscl \~cs.  

In t roduct ion o f  the 15ranch in to  the Roya l  Austra l ian Navy  

I n  191 1 -1-Iiei1- Lordsh ips  decided t o  intr-oducc t l ie  h lechanic iar i  131-ancli i l l t o  
the l i o y a l  A ~ ~ s t r n l i a n  Navy,  despite oppos i t i on  SI-om t l ie Arnalgarn:itcd Socicty 
of E n g i ~ i e c r s  i n  that  countrJ1, \vho st:itcd t l iat i t  was u n f a i r  t o  y o ~ ~ t l i s  w h o  h a d  
scr\'cd t l ic i l -  ; ~ p p r c ~ i t i c e s l i i ~ ?  in ;I ' Trade  '. I t  was suggested by the society t l ia t  
t l ie  mccl iat i ic ian s l i o ~ ~ l d  he cal led 'I;ligitic R o o m  Opet-at ivc ' o r  ' Engi11cc1- 
AI-tificer's M a t e  '. T h i s  proposal  was r iot acccptcd b y  -1-heir 1-ordships a n d  thc 
rnccl i ;~nic inn 1-em:tincd so cal led in the Austral i : in N a \ y .  

React ion\  to thc M e c h a n i c i a ~ ~  Schcn~e  

In  I3ritain. as well  as i n  A~ts t l -a l i :~ ,  there was considcrahlc resistance to i l ie  
mcchari iciari  sclicmc at l irst, a t ld  t o  ;I lessc~- c x t c ~ i t  i t  has c o t i t i n l ~ c d  siiicc. l ' l i i s  
rcRccts t l ic  l i i s tor ic :~ l  a t t i t ~ ~ d c  o f  the Cl-art C;uilds, a n d  o f  t l ic i l -  successor\ t l ic 
Cr-aft Trades i l ~ ~ i o n s .  T I i r o ~ ~ g I i o ~ ~ t  the age\ Iliesc have 1-csistcd a n y t l ~ i n g  \\!liicli 
t l i cy  Scared m i g l i l  lower  tlieil- stanclards ol' ski l l ,  p ;~r t ly  bccause o f  t l ic n a t i ~ r ; ~ l  
p r idc  of :I craStsrn:~n i n  h i s  ski l l ,  a n d  pa r t l y  t o  d c f c t ~ d  the st ;~ lus and privileges 
earned b y  them b y  t l ic recogn i t ion  o f  t l i :~ t  sk i l l .  T h e  A d m i r a l t y  lias iilw;tys 
apprcc ia tcd t l ~ e  impor tance o f  thcsc stand:u-ds, a n d  l ias natura l ly  I-aiscd thc  
mechanic ian t o  the l i ~ l l y  sk i l led srand:ird, a n d  does not acccpt :~ny t l i i ng  Icss. 

T h e  unions'  fi-:~rs of t l ie  l ower ing  o f  standards if mcn are given n shortened 
' apprcnt iccsl i ip  ' t i ~ i i c  i s  shown b y  the i r  oppos i t i on  to the ' di lutec ', and l ierc 



again the Admi r ;~ l ty  has recognized the unions' insistancc tl iat 5 yews is the 
shortest period i n  wli icl i  ;I man can rcncli t l ~ c  ful ly skilled standard which 
depends o n  ;I hal;lncc o f  sltill-of-hand, o f  schooling, and o f  expcriencc. 

The resistance to t l ic mechanician sclic~iie hy thc7frade Unions has come f rom 
Sear t l iat i t  is a fo rm o f  dilution, a short-cut t o  craft status ; but  the principle 
o f  ' 5 years' i s  ~ ~ n i v c r s i ~ l l y  recognised. I n  industry a p ~ ~ r ~ i t i c c s l i i  may last for 
thrcc, four  o r  live yc;i~-S, part o f  which i s  I'LIII-time instruction, ~ u i d  p ; ~ ~ - t  may 
he work ing  in  jun io r  capacity on  production work, ~ ~ n d c r  t l ic control  o f  ii 
skillcc i CriiSt S~:I~LIS is not given, I~owcvcr,  ul i t i l  the n1i111 II;IS complctcd 
fivc ycars' 11-aining ; ~ n d  cmploy~i ient  i n  l i i s  t~-:idc. 

f l i c  Arniecl Scrviccs all agree wi th this principle. I 'he Royal Naval  artil iccl- 
gets 4 yews' sliol-c training plus n ycar at sea, bcfol-c lie hccomcs a tradesman 
at a standard ku- ;~bove the avcr;lge in  industry. Tl ie A r m y  and Royal A i r  
Force give a 3-year training, but rccluirc two morc ycars' work ing  expericncc 
hclhrc t l icir men arc f ~ ~ l l y  skilled. Tl ie nicclianician sclicmc i s  li)r 2 years 
slior-e training plus 3 years experience hcl.l)rc' ;I mccIi:uiici;~n i s  considcl-ed 
f ~ l l l y  skilled. 

A t  first, hcforc the mechanician sclicmc was ful ly understood. o r  had had 
time t o  prove its worl l i ,  tl ic o ~ ~ o s i t i ~ ) t i  W~IS violent and tlierc were rnany 
exchanges i n  newpapers and even in  I'i~rliatncnt. ' f l ic  Admira l ty  consistently 
recognised the need to supper-t tlie high standards o f  the craftsman, and trained 
thc mechanician t o  this end. 

Intlications of Success 
l lcspitc opposit ion, the scheme wetit on ant1 the fol lowing cxtr;~cts SI-om 

oll icial rcports she\\, Llic success acliicvecl "13 to this time : -- 

190s. Report f r om the Inspccting Captain o f  Mccl~anical  TI-aining Estah- 
l is l i~i icnts. 'T'ot;~l n~~rnbe l -  ol' rnccli;~nicians under training 179. 35 out 
o f  39 clualificd for mecllanician i n  the last examination. 3 o f  those 
retained for thrcc m o n t l ~ s  p;lssed satis'ictorily. I Sailed. Dur ing  
thc half-year, 77 acting leading stokers coliiplctcd the ful l  course of 
tl irce mo~i t l i s '  i n s t r ~ ~ c t i o n  in  classcs averaging 20 in  n ~ ~ r n b - l - .  O f  tllese, 
13 c l~~a l i l i cd  for mechanici. n candidate. h i  for stoker petty olficer. 
I 3  fr~ilcd.' 

0 l-'rum Sea. Good I-cpot-ts wcl-c rcccivcd f rom :III ships at sea i n  wl i ic l i  
rnccl~anicians wcrc borne and no record can he f o u n d  o f  any com- 
plaints o r  advcrsc crilicisni. 

1910. A11 analysis o f  reports o n  mcclianicians, rcccivcd f rom sea i n  1910, 
gave tlic fol lowing ligures : O f  IS4 reports rcccivcd, 177 were ' Very 
G o o d  ' or  ' Very Good  Indeed '. 7 wcl-c ' Good ' and 92 o f  tllc incn 
were so good rhar they were rccomnicnded for wnrr-ant oliicer 
: ~ l t l ~ o u g l i  not half  o f  these 1 1  the necessary min imum pcriod o f  
5 years' cluitliSying service. I l icsc rcports we(-c matlc by the E~ig inccr  
Olticers o f  the ships under \vliom the mcn were scrv i~ ig  :ind dcspitc 
the i~sua l  ' fa i lu~-c  stol-ies' which g[-ow out o f  any new system, investi- 
gation rcvcalcd tliat, no( only were they untrue, but that i n  thc space 
o f  t l ~ c  first fivc years o f  i i iccl iat~ici ;~ns being sent t o  ships, only one 
mishap o f  any import;lncc i n  any way due to tlicm, was k n o w n  t o  
11;ippcn. Experience o f  other ratings was certainly not  morc ktvour- 
ahlc. 



I n  I 9 l X  11-aining was rest :~r tcd at C l i a t l ~ a m  on the pl-c-w:lr syllabus, but  
. . .  
~ n l t ~ t ~ l l y ,  a ollc-year- course was al-t-t ingxi t o  cnah lc  t l iosc whose t ra in i l ig  I iat l  
been cu t  sliol-t at t l l c  outbrcal t  o f  w;u- l o  c o ~ i i p l c t c  t l ic i i -  t l - ; ~ i l i i ~ ~ g .  111 1010 t l i c  
~LI I I  Lwo-yc;~~-s COLII-se was ~ r e s ~ ~ ~ i i c d ,  hu t  t l ic S ~ X - W C C I ~ S  s t c i ~ i i i i ~ i g  e s ~ ~ ~ r i e ~ i e e  W:IS 

c l i in inatcd.  

I icc;~usc t l lc t ra i t r i i ig  of  mccl i ;~nic i ;~ns W:IS sto11ped d u r i n g  Wol- Id W a r  I, i t  
b c c ; ~ ~ n c  11cccssai-y in [ l ie  post-war ycars t o  t~- ; l in  large ~ i i ~ m h e ~ - s  o f  ' sea c;~ndi- 
da tes '  t o  ht-ing t l ie c o n ~ l > l c n ~ c l ~ t  o f  mccl ia l i ic ians hot-nc: i t 1  t l ic  l lccl L I ~  t o  t l ic  
allo\\ 'cd strcngt l i  o f  1.350. I l y  1923, I l l i s  leeway h ; ~ d  bee11 n i ;~dc  u p  ancl t l ic 
m a j o r i t y  o l '  cal ldidales we[-c i l i c n  sclcctcd !"I-om t l lc  L ~ a d i n g  Stol icrs Collssc, 
ns formcl- ly .  

C rca t io l i  o f  Rate o f  Ch ie f  I l l ec l~an ic ian  

l-;;~rly ill 1918, a paper- was st;~rtcd hy the t l l cn  Ellgineel' C';~ptai l i  I'(>I- I'cl-sonncl 
Du t ies  on the Sta l f  o f  the Second Sc;l L o r d  t o  cre;ltc ;I l i cw  r;ltc o f  ' c l i i c f  

, mccl i ;~nic ia i i  . I l ie a rg i lmcn l  p u t  forwal-d was t I i : ~ t  the avenue fo r  ad\,anccrnenl 
fhr stol tcr  !ratings t o  warrant  and commissioned I-ank was t l ~ r o u ~ l i  t l ic I-;~tc o f  
~ i ~ e c I i : ~ ~ i i c i : ~ ~ i  i ~ t i d  sincc thcsc mccl ianic ia l is  w h o  had no t  bccl i  131-ornoted wet-c 
rap id l y  incrc:~si l ig  t l ~ e i r  scniol-ity, i t  sccmcd o n l y  h i t -  t11~1t so111i. form o f  senior 
rate of ~ i i c c h t r n i c i ; ~ ~ ~  shou ld  he intsodnccd.  . I l l i s  \\jould proviclc a l i n k  hctween 
the exist ing ~ra t i t ig  ol' rnccl ianici:~n ancl war-[-an1 r-atil< similal- t o  l l i : ~ t  i n  t l ic  
case 01' ; ~ r t i l i cc r \ .  I L  w o ~ l l d  also prov ide a rni.;ltis 01' advancement ancl reward  
t o  set i io l  i i e c l ~ i i c i ~ i s  1101 s e l ~ e t c d  I \v;I~~;~III I .  IWO rates of c l i i c f  
~ n c c l ~ a t ~ i c i a t i  \vcl-c sugscstetl, ' l i rs t  c lass '  t o  he ;iftel. six years set-\ice ill l l i c  
IOWCI ~ r ;~ t i l ~ , c  of chief  niccl iat i icial i  ' second clays '. r'hc irate of  p ; ~ y  sugscstcd 
\\.;IS 7(1tl. a i i d  7 a day rcs lxx t ivc ly .  a n d  i t  was 1)1.01x)sec1 t o  l i l i i i t  t l ie i i ~ l ~ i ~ b e r  
o l ' c l i i c l '  m c c l i a ~ i i c i a l ~ s  t o  1 0 0  -1.11~ C'ivil 131-ancli o f  l h c  \c l~ i i i i - : l l t y  dca l i i lg  \v i lh  
this r l i ;~ttcr clic! 1101 t.c;tct \'cry S : I \ O L I I . ; I ~ ~ ~  at first. :IS t l icy c011I~i  [ l o t  sec :111y real 
reason l'or the c r c a t i o l ~  o l ' a  nc\\, rirtc ailcl i t  \\::IS 11ot considcrct l  t l iar the case 
was s t rong cnougl i  i o  s u h m i ~  t o  t l ~ c  i ~ - e : l s u ~ - y .  It al,pcarccl l o  t l iem 1Ii;1t t l ~ c  
: I ~ ~ L I I I I ~ I I ~  11111 I'oI-\\';~I-~ tIi;~t i t  \v(>111~1 I ~ C  cicsig~~ccl  10 bl.itig t l ic ~ i i c c l ~ ; ~ t i i c i : ~ ~ l  
class i l l t o  l inc w i t h  enginc so0111 :~l -~ i l ic .c l -s w a \  I 'a l lac io~~s.  as i t  \\,;IS i > b \ c ~ . \ c d  
t l i : ~ t  sc1-xicc it1 t w o  cl:~sscs \\ ; is g i \ e l i  ~111<lcr c l i l f c rc~ i t  c t ) i i c I i t io~ i \ .  TIIC 111;ittcr 
was. ~ l ~ e r c l b r c .  I-cfcrrcd h:icl, t o  the t : n ~ i l ~ c c ~ -  Capt:i in I 'c l-son~icl L)utich. I l i i s  
o c c  r c l i ~ ~ t i c l  t o  t i c  I ~ I  i t  I I s o ~ l i i d  ;~t~g111iict i t  t11;1t 1101 ot i ly  11;1(1 

Ihc  \ a l u e  <)l' l l l c  n ~ c c l i a ~ ~ i c i : l ~ i  I;lr c ~ c c c d c d  l l i c  c \ p c c t a t i o l ~  w l i c ~ i  ~ l i c  rar i l ig  \\:IS 

first i l i r t -oc l~~ccd  17111. hy  ; \c l l~ i i ra l ty  Wccl<Iy Orclct- N o .  172 o f  IOIS, ~ n c c l i a ~ i i c i ; ~ n s  
\\,ere cal lct i  upi111 t o  obt;i in :I C'I1ar.g~ ill' \ l ach inc ry  C:crtiiicatc ill ~ l i c  s;ilnc way 
:IS C' l i icf a t~c l  I I .R.As. ,  before p r o l n o t i o n  t o  \rasr:lnt I-anl,. - l . l i ~ ~ s ,  11' t l ic 11cu 
1-:11i1is \V:IS i ~ i t ~ - o c l ~ ~ c c c l ,  ~ i i c c l i : ~ ~ i i c i : ~ ~ ~ ~  c o ~ ~ l ( l  I lc c l r ;~f tc i j  ((3 l :~rgc sli iph 01. 10 \ 1 i i : 1 1 1  
\cssclh 1;)r clial-?c o f  t l ic  ~ ~ ~ ; l c l i i i i e r ) ,  i n  17l;icc ol' C-'.E.I<..\.s. -1.11~ r c \ ~ l l l  of  th is 
m in l t t c  \+;IS :I colnl7letcly tlill'cl-ent ~ - e ; ~ c t i c ~ l ~  1'1-ilni t l ic C i v i l  I3r:11icl1cs. \\l10 stated 
that on t l~csc  g t - o u ~ ~ t l \  I l i c  a t - g ~ ~ r n e l ~ ~  \ h a \  ; l  j ~ l y t  one a n d  a p p r o \ a l  \v;\ \  si\i.n i>y 
;l11 0scIc1 it1 C'o~111cil ill l ~ ~ l y .  lc)lS, :111cl t l ~ c  i ~ i I ' o ~ ~ ~ i i : ~ ~ i o ~ i  p;~ssccl t o  [ l ie  l . lcct  :I( 

Llic s;~l i ic  t ime. T l i c  tot;~I n ~ t m h c l - s  t o  hil h i ~ r n c  w:~s 10 he 33 l'or each I'ort 
I l i v i h i o n  a n d  i l i c  order  stated that cliicS mcc1ianici;lns \+oulcl salll, a l i t l  takc  
senior i ty  wi l l1 cli icl. c l lg i l~ i .  Iroom ; ~ ~ - i i l i c c r s  a n d  w o u l d  be dral'tcd l o  s l i ipr  i l l 
l i eu  of lli,:m. I l i i s  was inclccd a big slcp fot-\v:~rd fol- l l i c  bsuncl i .  

1':xtension of the M a t c  ( 1 )  Scheme t o  the Stoker  Branell  
T h e  announcement the f o l l o w i n g  mont l i ,  o f  the cxtcnsion o f  Llic m a l e  ( l !)  



s c l i e ~ ~ i c  t o  the  Stoker  131-ancli ~ ; l u c  cvcn  greatcl- encoLcrascnielit. I Indel- th is  
; t ~ - r ; t ~ i g c ~ i i e ~ i t .  t l i e  pro11i(?tio11 (>fsc lcctct i  \V;LI-~:III~ ~ i i c c l ~ ; ~ ~ i i c i ; ~ ~ i s  ;111ci ~ i i c c l i ; ~ ~ i i c i : ~ ~ i s  
t o  r h c  l -a l ik  o f  111;11c ( E ) ,  a n d  subsccluelirl> t o  l l i s l i c r  I-ank. c o t ~ l c i  hc  l i i adc  t ~ l i d e r  
( l i e  S:~IIIC c c ~ ~ i d i ~ i o ~ i s  ;IS app l i ed  a l rc i idy  t o  ; ~ r l i f i c c r  enginecl-S, c l i i e f c ~ ~ y i n c  ] room 
:II-tilicers a n d  c l ~ g i n c  r o o n i  al-t i l icel-S. Ho\vc\ ;c~- ,  l l i c  i l ppe r  ;rye l imii  o l ' p l - o rno l i on  
t o  nl;ite ( E )  \\;IS 30, and  i t  \<'as ~>r :~c t ic i~ l l ! .  in ipos \ ib lc  fol- a ~ t o k c r  t o  hccomc  a 
I l ra le  ( E )  hccatlsc o f  l l l c  t i m e  i t  I i i  t l i c ~ i .  t o  hccomc  a mccli;inici;rn. 
I n  t l i c  1-crnai11i112 m o n t l i s  o f  Woi-ltl LVar- 1. ~II;II i\ t o  \a!. \\'illi i l i c  ~ I I ~ I - o t i ~ ~ c i i o n  
o f  th is  scl icmc. t l ic  I I P ~ ~ ~ I -  age l i l i i i t  \\;;IS c \ ~ c n c l c d  i t nd  o ~ r c  w;tl-r:lni n i c c l l i i ~ i i c i a ~ i  
was, in  l'ilct. s l>cc i i ~ l l y  I~ I -omo tc t l  111 a c t i n s  nr:itc ( I < )  : ~ l t l l o u g l i  ovei- 33 yei lrs of  
I I c i i i .  11  SI>OI~ h c c ; ~ ~ i ) c  c \ i d c i i l  1I1;11 i l l i s  n c w l ~  o p c n c d  a \ c l i u e  01' 
a d \ ~ a l i c c r n c ~ i I  \\';I.; ~ i l i l i l t c l y  t o  [ > r o d i ~ c c  I -es i~ l ts  i i ~ l l c s s  I l i c  r - c y l ~ l a l i o n \  cc~ncc l - l i i ng  
t l i c  asc  l i m i t  \bere mocl i l ic t l .  I lii\ \ \as  propc>sccl h!. ~ l i c  E n g i ~ i c c r  C'xpta in 
( I ' c l - s ~ ~ n l ~ c l )  a ~ i d  l i ~ ~ a l l >  acccplct l  h) I ' l ~ c i l -  Loi-clships, :incl t l ic  nc\v r c g ~ ~ l i l t i o ~ ~ s  
m i tdc  i t  p o i s i h l c  l'or ;I yoi111g ;111tl c ~ c c p t i o ~ i i ~ l l y  i ~ i t c l l i g c ~ i t  stcil,c~- 1 0  :~~I:I~II t l i c  
ra te  ol' a c ~ i n s  ~ r i ec l i an i c i i l n  ;it a b o u t  r l ic  ;isc t11' 24 1ea1-s (I m o n t h s .  I-lc t l i i l s  
h c c a ~ i i c  e l ig ib le  1'01- ~ - c c o ~ i i ~ i i c ~ ~ d t i l i o n  1.01- m i t l c  (l!) :I( 20  !;car\ ancl 6 m o l i t l i \ .  
I ' l i i s  > c a r  l '  IOIS ; ~ l s o  m : ~ r l t c d  a f t11~1Iicr C I ~ C ~ L I ~ : I ~ C I I I C I ~ ~  1 0  [ l i e  l J r ; ~ ~ i c I i  h\, 
i n s t i t u l i l i g  cc l t~a l  \>;I) f o r  ~ \ ; i r r ; ~ l i t  ~ i i e c I ~ ; ~ ~ i i c i : ~ i i \  ;111d \\;trri1111 C I I ~ ~ I I C C ~ S .  T l i c i l -  
d a i l y  r a i c  01 ~XI), IIIC~CIOI-C, ~CC;IIIIC S'OCI. 1.Ilcrc \\;is ii htor111 01' I~ I -OICSI  a t  the  
A~imil-;tlt> cli:cision t o  in11-oducc i l i c  r i ralc ( E )  S c h c ~ l i c  ir i lo l l i c  Sl(?l;c~- R4ccl ial i ic 
I3ranch.  l l I I  I c t t c r  11o1 i i  ~ i i c ~ i i b ~ s  o I ~ l i ~ i e ~ i t  1 l I L o r t l  \VCI-C 

deal1 wit11 1 i1-~nly b u t  i-r<ililclk b y  h is  s l : l lc rncnl  t l i i ~ t  ' since mccl~:t l i ic i ; rns 1h:ltl t o  
c o ~ i i l ? c t c  o ~ i  CCI(I:II let-111s w i l l1  CI I~~I IC 1.00111 iir1iIicc1-S I I \ i ~ c i l l i c i c s  ~ ~ I i i c I i  
ex is ted I I I  L ,  t l i e  Iilt1e1- c o i l l d  1101 I -C: ISI I I I :~~~~ dc11y 10 t l ie  I'OI-11ier t l i e  
I-islit t o  I-isc in  i l i c i i -  ~>roli.ssio~l '. 
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Pay 
F r o m  the t ime  o f  i ts  incept ion,  l h c  Mechanic ian Branch  h a d  a spcci:ll r a te  of 

pay, w h i c h  was less than  that  of the Ar t i f i cer  Rranch. T h e  d a i l y  irate o f  pay  o f  
a mechanic ian o n  con l i rma t ion  was 4/6d.. as opposed t o  n c h i c f s t o k c ~ - ,  w h o  was 
p a i d  3/6d. ; a n d  af ter  twelve years 6/hd. compared  wi l l1  a c l i i c r  slokor's 5/6d. 
T h i s  statc o f  alfi l irs continued u n t i l  1919 when  thc  J c r r a m  C o m n i i t l c c  was sct 
L I ~  t o  c ~ i q ~ l i r c  i n t o  a n d  consider i m p r o v c ~ n c n t s  f o r  l l i c  l o w c r  dcclt, amongst  
w h i c h  o f  course, was pay. There  were m a n y  requcsts a n d  suggestions l 'rom l l i c  
Mcc1ianici;ui 13rn1ich that mccl ianic ians s l i o ~ ~ l d  be pa id  a s im i l ;~~ .  a l lowancc o f  
I I- a d a y  li)r walchkccp ing dut ies 21s was granted t o  E.R.As.  'I'his, l iowevcr, 
was n o t  approvcd  o n  the grounds i l ia t ,  wl icrcns i h c  w a t c l ~ k c e p i ~ i g  dut ies o f  the 
a r t i l i cc r  const i tuted w o r k  add i t i ona l  t o  the norrn;tl dut ies o f  t l ie  I(rnnc11, the 
nlecli;lriician was specially t ra inct l  i n  t l i c  Scrvicc for wa lc l i kccp ing  dut ies and,  
t l icrcf i ) re,  t l ~ c  pcr rormancc of these c o u l d  no t  be I-cgardcd u s  b c i n g  ; lddi t ional  t o  
the i r  o r d i n a r y  e ~ n p l o y m c n t .  A l i ~ r t l i c r  a t l empt  was ~ n a d c  b y  the  mechanicians. 
t h r o u g h  a commi t tee k n o w n  :IS ' Members  o f  i l i c  D o c k y a r d  a n d  N a v a l  I 'arlia- 
n i cn ta ry  Cornrni l lce. '  T h i s  was a reclucst for a s l i i l l i ~ i g  a d a y  lix i l l c i r  t rat le 
q ~ ~ a l i l i c a t i o n  :md a f l ~ r t l i e r  sh i l l ing  a d a y  when i n  possession  of‘;^ charge ccr l i -  
t icatc. I n  suppor t  o f  t l i is c l a i m  i t  was po in ted o u t  tha t  i l i c  mccl ianic ians were 
d o i n g  PI-actically i l i c  samc w o r k  as E.R.As., b u t  rccc iv i l ig  less pap, and  that  
mcc l i : rn ic ia~~s served t w o  ycars as a stoker pc t t y  off icer a t  sea under  t ra in ing  
and the11 t w o  years a t  n t rade course hcl'ol.c b c i n g  ; l l lowcd t o  sit the c x a n i i n a t i o l ~  
I'or mccl ianic i ;~n.  In  i l ~ c  case of the I!.R.A. the ~scvcrsc appl ied.  A 1'~11-tIier  oili it 
w l i i c l i  was mcl i t ioned was that  I l ie  Ama lgamated  Society o f  Engineers consi-  
dered th:tt w n t c l i l t c c p i ~ ~ g  was oric c i f  the prim;iry duties o f  ;t mar ine  c~ ig incc r .  
However ,  these rccl~lcsts hose 110 f ~ s ~ ~ i t  ~ I I I ~  WCI-C t i l r ~ i c d  d o ~ ~ f i  f o r  111~1cli t l lc  
samc I-caso~is as those given a t  the ( ~ r e v i o u s  a t tempt  of t lre J e r r a ~ i i  Coml i i i t t cc .  
N o  ~ I t e ~ t i ~ i s  to the I o r  S ~ ; I ~ L I S  o f  the i i i c ~ I i : ~ r ~ i c i i ~ ~ i  tor)k p1;icc ;lgil i l l  ~ ~ l i t i l  
1927. O n e  requcst w l i i c l ~  was mat lc t o  i l i c  .lcs~-:l111 C o m m i t l e e  was granted a t id  
th is  was f o r  the issue of a it-adc ccr t i l icate t o  ~ n c c I i ; ~ ~ ~ i c i a n s  t o  assist t l i cm i n  
l i n d i n g  suitable cml I l oymen i  o ~ i  1e;lving t l ~ c  Scl-vice. T h i s  eel-tificatc, liowe\,cl., 
dicl 1iot C:II-~\~ any ;~ l low:~nce.  

I926 Another R l w e  
I n  . l u ~ ~ c ,  1920. the T r x i n i n g  E s t a b l i \ l i m c ~ i l  Ibr I\ . lcchanici:~~ls \\as oncc m o r e  

111o\ed hack t o  L > c v o n ~ ~ o s t .  

Heorgani /at ioo ant1 Ctlangc of Status of t l ie  Rlechali icial i  U r i ~ r ~ c l l  -1927 

-l ' l icrc \V;IS a l io t l l c r  big m o v e  f o r ~ v a l - d  i n  thc Mcc l i an ic i :~n  Rr;~ncl l  i n  1927. 
13) an OI-~CI.  ill Counc i l  dated N o \ c m b c r  o f  t l la t  yea!-. t l ic [rank 01. i l i cc l i ;~n ic ian 
was abo l i s l~ed .  rl iose in existencc a l  t l lc  i i m c  becoming k n o w n  as nicc1i;lnici;in 
(0,s.). allcl the rat ings t i lcchanician l i rs t  class a n d  mechanic ian second class 
int l-oduced, t l lc  st:~tus o f  r n c c I l a ~ ~ i c i ; ~ n  second class b c i n g  rhar of pet iy  oll icct- 
a n d  of  t i i c c l l a ~ ~ i c i a n  lit-st cl;rsz, c l i ier  pc t ty  of i iccr. l h c  oh.jcct of  t l i i s  c l lansc 
ill status W:IS t o  b r i n g  the M e c l i a l i i c i a ~ i  13ratlcI1 i n t o  l ine  w i t h  i h c  .Arli l iccr. 
31:11icI i .  T h e  rate o f c l i i c f  n icc l ianic ian ~ r c r l ~ a i n e d  as i t  \\,as. 

D i f f i c ~ l l t y  in Obta in ing Candidates for \+'arrant Rank 

1;rom 1920 u ~ i t i l  the early ' t l i i r i ics, con side^-able d i l l i cu l t i cs  were expcr icnccd 
ill finding candidates t o  sit t l ic  cx ;~mina t ion  f o r  war rnn l  r a n k  and  in l'act IIO 

p r o m o t i o n s  wcrc  int ide between 192(1 and 1933. I t  is impossih lc 1 0  discovcl- the 
reason for t l i i s  lack of intcl-csf, t hough  i t  inay  well  hc possible i l i a i  thc 1:11-gcr 
nu l i i bc r  of sea candid;itcs 1r;lined hc lwccn  I 9  I 9  a n d  1924, was a n  impor tan t  
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c o n t l - i b u r ; ~ ~ - > ~  I l ~ c t o r .  sil ice m x n y  01' t l icse c a ~ ~ d i d n t e s  were o\.el- 3 0  years o f  asc  
\c l icn s t ;~ r t i ng  the mechanic ians course. Scvcra l  a]-t ic les appeared i n  t l i e  c ; ~ r l y  
' t l i i r t i c s  ill the  1'1-ess c r i t i c i f i ng ,  n o t  o n l y  the a l lesed f a i l u ~ - c  of t he  mec l lan ic ian  
.;clicme i n  r cac l l i ng  i ts  ol,jccti\'c o f  p r o v i d i n g  i l i c  s lokc l -  w i t h  a rc;rsonablc 
ou t l e t  l'or h is  a m b i t i o n s  i n  t l ie  shape o f  i ? r o m o t i o ~ i  Lo u.arr;~rit r a l l k ,  h u t  t l i c  
~ ~ i c c I i ; t ~ i i c i ; ~ ~ i  s c l i c ~ i i c  ;IS ;I \vl iolc.  C)~ic ol' the  : I I -~LI I~ ICI~~S p i l l  for\\,a~-cl hy  t l icsc 
w r i t e r s  i n  s u p p o r l i n s  t l iei l -  c l a i m  f o r  i ts  l i l i l u re  was the  L ~ c t  t11;1t t l i c  s t rongesl  
; I rg i l lncnts i n  I';I\OLI~ o f  the schcmc o r i s i n a l l y  h a d  hccn  th;lt t l icsc n icr i  c o u l d  h e  
t r ; ~ i n c i i  t o  pcrl'oi-ln \v ;~ tc l ihcep ing  du t ies  i n  seagoing sll ips. t l i ~ ~ s  re leasins t l i c  
a r t i l i c c r s  l'or r epa i r  \\c>rk. and  tha t  t l ic  mcc I i ; ~n i c i a l i s  ~ o i ~ l t l  h e e o ~ i i c  e l ig ih lc  l o  
c l i te r  I;>r \\.arrant r a n k ,  o l?e~ i i l i f  ;In avenue f o r  t l i c  s tokel -  t v  r ise S~roli i t l i c  IOLVCI- 
deck .  E \~x I - i cncc  l i ad  s h i i \ v ~ i  i l i a {  t l icsc a r g ~ ~ m c ~ i l s  w c r c  n o t  we l l  k>u~ic lcc l  a n d  
t l ia t  ;I[ t i l e  t i ~ i l c  o f ' \ v ~ - i t i ~ i g  i t  \\';IS i l ~ i d c r s t o o d  b y  Llicsc au t l ro rs  t ha t  t l ie  watch-  
IAccping c lu t )  was st i l l  11su;llly c : ~ r r i c d  O L I ~  h y  XI-tilicers and,  i n  m a n y  instances. 
t11c ~ i c c l i ~ ~ i i c i ~ ~ i  e r  c i i l c  011 b ~ i l c ~ . - r c > o ~ i l  W : I ~ C I I ~ C C I ~ ~ I ~ ~  ill PI;ICC 01' ;I 
c l i i c l s t i c .  L i k e  s o  m a n y  stor ies tI1;1t appc;~l-cd ill ~ i c \ r , s p a p c r s a n d  1x1-iodic;lls, 
l l ~ e r c  \\;IS ;I ~ r ; l i l i  t ~ l ' t r ~ ~ l l ~  ill t l ic  1';lcts st;~tcci. s i~ i cc ,  c\'eli today,  t1ic1-c is :I t c ~ i c i c ~ ~ c y  
at sea 1'1 mi5usc i i i ec I i ;~n ic ia~ is .  'rllii is d u e  i n  the  mai l1  t o  l ack  o f  knowleclge 
01' t l l c i r  m e t h o d  I t r ~ i i i ~ i g .  t l i e i r  i l l l a l i f i c ;~ t ions  a n d  st i l l ,  t o  a ccr-tain extent,  
p r c i ~ ~ d i c c .  A n o t h c r  a rgumc l i t  l~scci  b y  tl icse wr i l c l -s  o f  the  c;~t - ly  'thit.tics t o  
i ~ l d i c a t c  the i ~ ~ i l u ~ - c  o f  the ~CII~IIIC \\.;IS t11;1t, h c t w e c ~ i  l 9 2 6  i111cl the  t i l i i c  t11:1t t l ~ c y  
c ~ i t i ~ i g ,  t i c  1 i 1  I I ~ i e c l ; ~ ~ i i c i i s  c ~ ~ l i l ' y i ~ i  o r  I I  I All 
\\,l.itcl-s \\'ere ; ~ g r c c d  t1i:lt ;l11 ;IVCIIIIC o f  p r o m o t i o n  t o  o l l i c c r  I-ank w a s  nccdcd it1 

I S i c  I%r;rncli, and one w r i t e r  c o ~ i c l u t l c d  tha t  o l l i c i i r l  c ~ i t l i ~ ~ s i ; i s m  f o r  l l l c  
n i cc l i an i c i an  schcmc l iad  y r a d i ~ a l l y  w a ~ i e d ,  pcr l iaps  a c c t i r ~ n t i n g  for the  c t i n t i nucd  
l i m i l c d  n i~n ibc l -S ,  and  l l i c  clutics o n  w h i c h  they  \\,ere mos t  ~ l s u a l l y  emp loyed .  

I n  1934, the  A d m i r ; ~ l t y ,  i t1 t l i e i r  cl l 'orts 10 encourage m c c l i a n i c i : ~ ~ i s  i o  sit kil- 
M.:II-~;III~ r;111k, i ~ i s t i t ~ ~ t c d  I -~~L I I ; I~~o I~s  ~ 1 i i c I 1  l;~id d o w n  l I i ; ~ t  10 p e r  c c n l  o f  the  



vac:~ncics So t -  w;trl.an( ~ralilc i n  the Engineer ing l l r :~nc l i  c o ~ l l d  he hc ld  1 ) r  
mechanic ian candidates. T h i s  wel l  i l i l cndcd  r c s i ~ l a t i o n ,  Cir l'som II:I\~II~ ~ l l c  
dcsired cfli-ct, c;tusctl m ~ l c l i  d issat is l i ic t ion p ;~ r l i cu la r l y  ill [ l ie  M c c l i ; ~ ~ i i c i ; ~ ~ i  
I3rancli. T l l c  mccl innic iun,  cluitc ~ i ; \ ( ~ ~ s n l l y ,  klt i l l a t  I lc w; \~ i tcd  ( o  h c c o i ~ i c  ;I 
wal-I-ant oll iccl- in f i l l l y  o l > c ~ i  compe l i t i on  w i t h  a n  1 . R . A .  I n  the C l l ~ i n c  l < o o m  
A r t i f i c c ~  l31-;11i~l i  i ~ l s ~  I11c1.c wils c l~ t i t e  II;I~LII-:I~~~ ~ ~ i i i c I i  ~CSCIIIIIICII~. I1 is  01' 
i ~ i e r c s l  I 1 o 1  1 i 1  i s  I 111s c r y  I I  I i ~ i v o l c l  I c I I ~  yc :~rs  
01' i t s  c x i ~ l c ~ i c c .  

I;irst O f f i c ia l  Sanct ion of In lcrchangcabi l i ty  o f  I I ~ I  I<OOIII ,\rt i l iccrs :III(I 
Nlcrhanicians 1935 

111 1035, a l l  A t fmi l -a l ly  Ol'dcs was p ~ ~ h l i s l i c d  i pc r~ i i i t l i ng  1iicc1iatiici:inr 10 
he d r ; ~ f ~ c t l  l o  c r ~ ~ i s c r s  ;11id ;~bo\ 'c  ill l i c ~ l  of' e ~ i g i ~ i e  root11 :~r t i ( icc~.s.  1 ' I i ~ ~  o~-e lc~ -  
sl;itcti t l iat [h is s u h s t i t u r i o ~ i  was o t i l y  t o  appI> t o  11.11.45. 1101 above tl i i t-(l cl;iss 
a n t i  r h a l  the n i !~nbcss  \ l io~t l t l  he l im i ted  t o  o l ie ill C I - I I ~ S ~ I - S  ;111d I\ \ 'o ill ha l~ l cb l i i l > \  
;111d ha1tlccri1isc1-s. 

\\OI<l.l> \ \ .AI< l 1  
M e t h o d  o f  ' l ' raining 

111 Novcmhcl- ,  1939. I l i c  11-;lining o f  m c c l i a ~ ~ i c i a n s  \+:a.; oncc 11io1c i ~ t o \ c t l  
hack IO C'Ii;ltll;~tn a n d  l l i c  i r ; i i ~ i i ~ i ~  pcl.iod \V;IS ISC(~LICC~I dul - i l i s  l l ie  ~)cl-iocl o l ' l l i c  
w;tl- I(> eigl i tccl i  monl l is ,  \\,it11 a I ' ~~~- t l i c l -  n i o \ c  h:lcIi t o  I l c \ o n p o r t  i t i  1940. \vIicrc 
i t  I - e ~ i i ~ i i ~ i c d  u n t i l  Scptc~ i ihcr ,  1947. 

Me tho t l  of  Sclcction-1040 
I n  1040 a hi: c l l ; ~ t ~ ~ c  was nladc in t l ic ~ i i c t l i o d  of  sc l cc t i l ~s  candicl:itcs f'or t l ic 

c o ~ ~ r s c .  It \v;is ctccidcd t o  abol ish the sca svr\ icv i l ~~ :~ I i l i c . : i i i on  : is ; i c i i i i ~  pc t iy  
oli icet- slol,c~- m c c l i a ~ i i c  w l i i c l ~  l iat l  becir in 1'01-ce siiicc 191s ;111il  111 I ' I I ~ L I ~ ~  t c )  

t:ihc c;~ndi t latcs t l i rect 1'1-om ~ l i c  l .c ;~ding Stol icl-S hli.clianic:ll - ] - ra in ins (~ 'o I I I - \~ .  
7 1 i i s  11c\v sclicmc, ; ~ n ~ i t ) ~ ~ n c c d  by Aclmit-;lit> I-Icct 01-clcl. 2170 1')30. \ \ a \  s ~ ~ ~ l c c l  
t Ii;i\c 11ic I'ollo\vin: atl\~atit; igcs :~~~ 

( ( ' l  Tli~, \pool o l ' : ~ c l i ~ i g  l p c ~ t ~ '  o l l i ccr  stol,ct. ~ i i c c I i i i ~ i i c \  110 \YCI.L. III.O\ i!,it~li;ilI>, 
\clcctcd c; indid: i ic\ t l i c i i  c \ i \ t i ns .  \V(ILIICI cc;~sc to c \ i \ ~  ;incl \ \ o t ~ ! c l  clc;i~. 
:l cho l ic t l  soitcl- ;111d ctinhlc t l ic  a t i \ ; i ~ ~ c c ~ l > c ~ i t  c ~ l ' l l ~ i .  l c : i i l i ~ ~ s  s!ol,cr t o  hc 
mol-c ~ - c g ~ ~ l : ~ t - .  

I t  Is  i ~ ~ ~ c r c s t  ((1 11otc 11~1-c ! I ~ x t  :IC~V;I I IL:~~~S ( ( I ) ,  ( / I )  :LIKI ( ( 1 )  arc s l i l l  i . c lc \ : l~ i t  
t o .  1 1 I i 1 1 l i .  as l be sccn I'urt1ic1- o ~ i ,  m a l i y  of' l l i c  ' Olil Scl iool  ' \t i l l  
(117170s~ 1Iic i d c ; ~  01':1t i  . eal-ly s1:11-t ' o n  the Mcch ;~n ic ian \  ( ' O L I I - S ~ .  

C '~>nsecluc~i t  i t pon  t l ic  i n ( , o d u c t i o ~ i  ol' [h is  new r n c t l l o ~ l  01 '  sclcctioli, 11ic ' sl,a 
candid:ttc ' III. ' sc:~ ~ r c c o m m c n d  ' w;is ;~ho l is l i c t l .  
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' f l i E  M I S C H A N I C I A N  01: I'OS'I' M'OI11.1) WAIZ II 
I'ulicy 

T h e  mechanic ian h a d  s h o w n  h is  value and ; tbi l i ty th roughou t  the wal-. M a n y  
c l i i c f  mechanic ians were ' C h i e f s  ' of corvettes a n d  o ther  smal l  ships and Inany 
were p r o n i o t c d  t o  tcrnpor-:u-y w;lrr;tnt rncchanic i ;~ns a n d  became the E1igincc1- 
Olliccr-s of frigates and otlicr- craf t  o f  th:~t size. Wl1:rtcver the or ig ina l  fe;~rs 
111;it t he  mechanic ian scliemc mc;rnt a l o w c r i n g  o f  st;trldards. the 1ncc1lanici;~n 
hat l  171-(i\,cd his w o r t h  i n  Wor-Id War- 11. T l l c  car-ly post W o r l d  WLI~ I 1  pol icy.  
r l icr-chrc,  ol' the Ens ince r - in -Ch ic f  was t o  incl-c;tse the bear ing o f  mccliar~ici:tns, 
dcvclo l> measures t o  ensure their- early sclcctiori ~ r n t l  en t ry  t o  t l ie cor~rsc ,  i m p r o v e  
Lheil- 11-ai l l ing i n c l u d i n y  lcngt i l cn ing the cocrrsc t o  2 ;  ye:r~-s, ;irnd generally I-entlcr 
them ;thlc t o  bc intcrcl1angc;lblc w i t h  a r t i f i cc l .~  irr the con lp lcmcnt  o f  a l l  ships. 
W i t h  th is oh.jcct i n  view, T h e i r  L.ol-dsliips decided ill 1948 lh;rt the number- t o  
be 11-aincd a n n ~ ~ o l l y  was t o  be 160. I l n f o r t u n a t c l y ,  considerable d i f f i cu l ty  was 
lne l  i n  t l lc  first Sew year-s a f c r  the intr-od11ctior1 of  this 11cw regu la t ion in  f i nd ing  
sul l ic icnt  suitable carlditlates. I t  was foun t l  i rnpr;~ct icable t o  incr-case t l lc length 
01' [ l ie  coursc because o f  m a n n i n g  d i f t i c ~ r l ~ i e s .  '1~'Iic nrtrnbers of mcchan ic ia~ is  
l a i d  d o w n  b y  t l ic  p lanners sirlcc the inccpt ior l  of t l lc  scheme, has ncvcl- h c c r ~  
rc l ;~ lcd to the annual  in take i n  the Stoker Mechanic  131-ancli. T h ~ r s  t l icre is ncl 
r ~ c c  11l i t t  2111~ set annual  n u m b e r  of c n n d i d a ~ c s  can be met h y  a g iven 
eri try, S~IICC ~ l i c  r n i r 1 i 1 i l ~ r r i l  elit l-y st:irltl;~r-d of' ri icr~t;rl :111d cd~~c :~ t ion ; r l  i lb i l i t y  1'01- 

c~ ig incc r - i ns  rncchanic i s  wel l  be low tha l  required (01- mechanic ian candidate. 
A i y s i s  i s  s l i i  I i ~ ~ e \ / e r ,  tI1;1t ovcs the 1p:1st Cc\\, yc;irs thcr-e has bccn a 
I h i r l y  steady m a x i m ~ ~ m  perccnlagc o f  the a n n ~ l a l  in take possessing the necessary 
s t a n d i u d  o f  menta l  a n d  cducation;ll ab i l i t y ,  in Clet, a suft icicntly h i g h  pcl-cclltagc 
t o  PI-"bide compct i t io r l .  I-lo\vcvcr. rn~~rnbcr-s have steatli ly increased a n d  the 
tal-get ligur-c of 80 lpcr h a l f  ycal- \v;ls rcachcd i n  1954, la rzc ly  t iuc t o  the Specially 
Selec~eci (Stokel-)  Schcme int l -oduccd after- the \var-. '1-he pr-csent lpolicy l o ~ ~  
nut i ihers i s  t o  take a pcrcent;~gc o f  t l i e  a r i n ~ r a l  i i  as is d o n c  i n  the A i l -  
I l ranc l i ,  ;rnd t l i i s  w i l l  g r i tdua l ly  reduce t l ie annual  in take to the Mcc1iariici;lns 
Cour-sc to 90 c a n d i i i a t c .  A higher standal-d s l~o i r l t i  be achieved, since there 
w i l l  be ;I wider- rnrlgc for- selection. ' I l l i s  i s  considcrcd most iml,ol-talit because 
[ l ie  d:lys o f  thc n1ccl1anicin11 b c i i l ~  I :u-~cly t l lc oper;~tol -  ~ 1 x 1  c)111y pa r t l y  t h e  
n1;lint;riner l i ir\<c passed i n t o  h is tory .  .l-otlay one finds, iri a lal-ge ship, a p ro j>o~- -  
l ion o f  t l ie  c h i c f  ' s k i l l c ~ i  rates ' ;trc ch ic f  mccltanici;~ns, a n d  so on do\vn the 
scale, allcl i t  i s  v i ta l  t ha l  i n  : rddi t ion 1 S i \ i n g  the mechanician a lil-SI-class 
i i i  t l ie  irr i t ial  selcctiolrs s h o ~ i l ( i  be made o n l ~  f r o m  tliosc \v110 ill-c \\cl1 
l j t ted  10 st ;~nd r l ic  strairi o l ' t hc  coursc a n d  benefit by  i t .  

Introtluction of the Rate of Ylechanician 111-1048 
A :I result i i f  t i le  i n t roduc t ion  o f  thc new pay code a n d  the u n i t  certificate. 

\v l i ic l i  \\':IS :t c l i~ :~ l i f i c : t t io~ i  fi11- lp ro~ i i c> t io~ i  of  c r ~ y i t i c  rociti~ ; lr t i f iccr~ I V  t o  
1 i 1  I r i f i c c r  l ,  I new I-ate o f  mcch:inici;ili 1 1 1  \v;ls created i n  104S. 
I h i s  kept  the mcc l ia l i i c ian ill l ine \v i t l i  t l ic ncb: I - e g ~ ~ l a t i o n s  for- ad\ 'anccment cif 

r r t i e c r s .  On i l u a l i f ) i n g  ;tt l l re c o m p l c l i o n  o f  the Mcch :~ r r i c ia~ ls  C'oul-se ;I 

ca~i t l id ; t tc  no\\ bcc;~mc r:ttcd mec l i ; tn ic ia~ i  I l l itiste;tci of ~necl i ;rr~ici;rn I1 ;rntI 
\V;IS 1 l - 1 ~ 1 ~  011 ;I p;rr \v i l l l  i t 1 1  en f inc  r o o m  ;~rt i l iccr-  ac t iny  4111 class. T h e  t in ic  
~ r ~ l i i c ~ t i o r i  f i r -  r a t i n g  t o  c l i i c f  mccl iar i ic i :~n rcmainccl, but  t l ic  o b t ; ~ i n i n g  o f  a 
1111it ~ c ~ - ~ i I i e : t t c  \+!;I\ I I C C ~ S S : ~ ~ ~  o r  i c c r i ~ c r i t  1.1-om rncchanici:~ri  II IO 

~ e c l i t i c i ~ i  l. Tlrcse c o n d i t i o ~ ~ s  rema in  in ('orcc today.  

It i s  of i r i tc l -est  t o  r ~ o t e  i l lso tI1:lt \vitI i the ~ I I ~ I - O ~ L I C I ~ I ~ ~  o f  (liesc nc\o ~ .eg~ t I ;~ t i ons ,  
I l i c  Mec l ian ic ia l i  I r r r i c l i  wa\  rccogn i rc t l  as being o f  siriiilar- s t ; i t i ~ s  10 t l i a l  ol. 
Art i l icer-  i n  i l la t  the lowest r a t i n g  t o  wh ich  :I mecl ianic i ;~n c o ~ i l d  be disraict l  
\\.as c h n ~ ~ g c i l  f r o m  stoker I to mcch:~niciatr I II 



Dra f t i ng  and Accuolnludation of Mecl lanic ians 

In 1948 several p o i r ~ l s  were c lar i l i cd  a h o c ~ l  l h c  d r - a f t i t ~ g  a t i d  ; ~ c c o ~ n r n o d ; ~ ~ i o l i  
of mcchanicial is, wh ich  had fo r  l o n g  hcclr in doub t .  Unfortunately, so rnal iy  
rcg i i l ;~ t ions nccd t o  be amended when pol icies a l f c c t i ~ i z  such mat ters  arechangcd, 
tha t  i t  does no1 ;~ lways  I i a p l x n  that  cvc ry  r.clc\'anl r c g u l a l i o t ~  is bro~1gJ11 i n t o  
l i ne  at the same t ime. 

' l ' l ic c l raf t ing po l icy  fol- smal l  ships was la id  d o w i i  i n  A.I:.O. 2405/42(. wh ich  
stated that  fo r  dcstroycrs and below, i r ~ c l u d i n g  submarines, wi l l1  c o m p l c ~ i i c n l s  
o f  four- 01- nlor-c cli icl ' and  ct lg inc I-ooin :~r t i l iccrs,  o ~ ~ c  c ~ i g i n c  room or t i f i ccr  
was to he r-cl>l:iccd b y  onc ~ n c c h a r ~ i c i : ~ n  ; w i t l i  t l ic  f o l l o w i n g  provisos :-- 

( ( 1 )  111 :ill C;ISCS ~ i i c c l i i ~ ~ i i c i ~ ~ ~ i s  t l r ;~ f tcd  t o  these ships were t o  h e  i n  p o s s c s s i o ~ ~  
o f  a U n i t  Wotchkccp ing  Ccr l i l i ca tc  ( o r  Eng ine l i o o m  Watchkeep ing  
<ycrt i l icatc i r t~dct -  t l ic  old I-cgcil;~lions). 

( h )  C'l i icf mcc l i an ic ia~ is  \vcl-c no t  permi t ted t o  he dr;~f(cd in l i eu  ol' Mcc l i nn i -  
c i ; ~ ~ i s .  

Ships' schc~ncs o f  c o m p l c t n c ~ i t  show sdl)arntc numbers  ol' I<.R.As. a n d  
mccl i iu i ic iz~ns,  ill 01-del- t o  prov ide a lplanncd to ta l  for each Rranc l i  t o  f'iicilitate 
c r l t ry  a r ~ d  t r : ~ i r ~ i n g .  I t  i s  1101 possible 10 r n i ~ t c h  these iA;inned figures, l iowcvcr,  
wit11 day-to-day ;~vai l ; tb i l i ty ,  and t l ic d r a f l i n g  1 -cg~~ la t ions  a l l o w  for al ternat ive 
r t i ~ i g .  I ' l i c  iili1111ied to ta l  f o r  ~ i icc l ia r i i c ians i s  a compromise  between ge t t i ng  
l l ~ c  I'c~llcst p ~ s s i h l c  hc r~e l i t  o ~ t l  01'1l1e scllemc ancl yet riot t : ~ k i ~ i g  1 0 0  i ~ i i r r i ) r  g o o d  
pet ty  olticci-S o ~ r t  o f  the Br;incll. 

A d m i r a l t y  g ~ ~ i d a r ~ c c  w;~s also given at th is t ime  concc rn i i i g  the d r i r l i i r ~ g  of 
h4ecl i ;~nicians i l l .  .i'licy ~ ~ c r c  to he considered as E l ~ g i n e  Room Art i l i cers  V 
a n d  wl icnevcr the m a l i n i n ~  s i tuat ion pet-mitted. they were to he t l raf ted us 
s u p u - ~ i ~ ~ i i i ; ~ r y  1 '01-  t r ; l i r i i~ ig.  

1 I i c  ; ~ ~ c o ~ i i ~ i i o d ; ~ t i o ~ i  l r i i c c l i : ~ i i c i r i s  Ii;is ;iI\v:iys presented a considerable 
prob lem,  I'ol- the 13rancl1 i tself  l ias y o w r i  steadi ly o \ c r  l i f t y  yc:~rs hut. hasicallq, 
t l i c rc  l ias b c c ~ i  IIO change ill i t s  accommod:~t ion.  Hc ing or ig ina l ly ,  171-im:~rily. 
\ \ a t c l ~ h c c l ~ c r s  i t  \va \  la id  d o w n  that they s l ~ o u l t l  he mcsscd wi l l1  the c l i i c fs tokcrs .  
i i  t i c  o r - i i ~  i s  i 1901 included rlie possib i l i ty  o f  c u t t i n g  t l ie  r1~111ihcr.s 
0 1 '  c11icI' stol~cr.: ho r -~ i c  accorcli112 t o  the n~tr i ibel .  o f  niccl ianicinris carr ied.  Hq. 
1045. lio\vc\.er-. t l ie numbcr  o f  meclianicians C;II-rictl was o u t  of a l l  propo1-tici11 
I i t  1 '  c c l i i l s l c ~  i s  ~ ~ ~ i i h e r s  i I c c r c : s c  l i t t le .  A.I-'.O. 737'48 
S I i i .  111 v I i s  c c ~ i i ~ i i o i t i o ~ i  d i f l i c t ~ I t \  iri large ships, n i c c i i ~ i n i -  
ci: i l is \v110 c o ~ r l d  1101 he ; l c c o ~ i i ~ i i ~ c l ; l l c d  were 1 0  he ~ i icsscd ii i the ii~-tificet.'s liicss, 
~11ic1 ill s ~ i i ; ~ l l  s!iips ;ill ~ i ~ c c l i : ~ ~ i i c i ; ~ ~ i ~  s c r c  t o  he ; ~ c c o ~ i i r i i ~ ~ ~ l ~ i t c t l  iri t l ie  i i r t i l iccr 's  
mesh. l L - t i c  l a r c d  11i ; l t  r i i cc l~ ;~n ic i ;~ns  displ:~ccd f r o ~ i i  the c l~ ic l ' s tohcrs '  mcsscs 
ill l ; ~ r ~ e  s l i i l x  s l i o ~ i l c l  be t l i c . j~ i i i i o r  r i ~ c e l i ~ i ~ ~ i c i : ~ ~ i s ,  sitice t l i cy  \vo i~ Ic l  st i l l  l>c ~111tIcr 
i ~ i i ~ i g  I t I ic~-eI 'o~-c l i c  1i111cIi ill c o ~ i i r i i o ~ i  i i  the j u n i o r  ;irt i l iccrs. a lso 
i r  ~ i r i i ~ .  K . ]< .  "b A . ] .  \\';is : ~ n i c l ~ d c d  ; ~ t  that t imc,  hu t  the rcli-I-cncc made  
t o  smal l  s I i i l > ~ w ~ i s  not  inser-tcd a n d  i s  no1 i n c l ~ i d e d  ill t l ie  present 0.11. & A. ! .  
ar t ic le 1447. I - l i e  I -cawn I;>r this cannot hc discovcrcd, h u t  i n  any case i t  is the 
rrc~le :I[ S C ; ~  I 1 1 ;  r i i c c ~ ~ i i i ~ r  I c i s .  mess wi l l1 l l i c  i~~-t i f iecr-s.  

I ~ ~ t r o t i u c t i o n  of t l ic R l c c l i a o i c i a ~ ~  into Other  l5ranchcs of the S e r ~ i r e  
111 1047 tlrc ~ i i c c h ; ~ n i c i ; ~ i i  \\:is in t ro t lucc t l  i l l 10  i l i c  Air- I3r;incli, and i n  1052 

i l l t o  the Ii lectt.ic;~l l<r;ineh. ['ay. t r ;~dc  p;\), a n d  ; idv:~nccmcl i t  arc s i l i i i lar  in a l l  
t l i rcc  131-a~iclics, :~ l t I i oug l i  the methods of  selcct ion :111d t r a i n i n g  11:1tur;111y ciill'cr. 

Met l iods of Sclcctiol i  
I-lie me thod  of selection introduced i n  I 9 3 0  remained un;ilccrcd u n t i l  1950 

\ r , l ic~i  the ' sea rccommcnd  ' \\;IS ~ - c - i ~ i t ~ - o d ~ r c e d .  -1-liis ac t i on  was taken h c c ; ~ ~ ~ s c  





consideration, was invar iab ly  a candidate w h o  p;~sscd q u i c k l y  fro111 course t o  
course. W i t h  th is new regulat ion,  therefore, thc  'se;l r c c o m m c n d  ' bccamc 
:I r a r i t y  sincc a l l  suitable m e n  w h o  acl i icvc t l ie  c1~1;~l i fying pcrccntage arc p rov i -  
s ional ly  selected, leaving o n l y  those w l i o  havc no t  achieved h0 per cent i n  
cvcry  subject. I t  is possible, however. o w i n g  t o  coti ipct iLion ( a n d  th is compc-  
t i t i o n  val-ics considerably f r o m  t i n i c  t o  t ime)  that  a suitable candid:~tc m a y  n o t  
be f ina l ly  sclcctcd. Such a r a t i n g  can, t h c r c h r c ,  st i l l  be g i v c ~ i  :I ' sea rccomt i icnd ' 
by  the Engineer Ollicct- or :t sh ip  if l ie considers tli:tt the man in clucstion i s  
o i t ts tanding.  I t  shou ld  be real ized how eve^- tIi;tt, w i t h  the pt-cscnt system o f  
prov is iona l  a n d  f ina l  selection, this event i s  l i ke ly  t o  be I-at-c, t hough  the d o o ~ -  
i s  s t i l l  open. I3rielly, t l i c  system consists o f  mcasul-ing. b y  e x : ~ n ~ i n a t i o ~ i  ~ ~ n d  
o b s ~ r v ; ~ t i o t i  f i-oti l ( l ie m o ~ n c n t  a man ;~ r r i vcs  for the Mcchan ica l  I ' r a i n i n g  
(~'oul-se, h is  s i ~ i t i ~ b i l i t y  fo r  t ra in ing  in the tr-adc o f  l i t t i t i g  : ~ n d  turning,  it1 rn;lt-ine 
engineering, a n d  in scholastic subjects. Those leading mccl iat i ics ( E )  w h o  
clualif'y for considcl-at ion as ;I result o f  examinat ions a n d  observat ion arc 
intcr\, icwcd b y  n 13o;~r-d a t  the Mcc l lan ica l  I~- ; l in ing I:stablisli~iictit wiicr-c they 
arc  l i na l l y  ;~ssesscd, t l i c i r  s u i t ~ ~ b i l i t y  i s  checked, ;rnd a n  ordel- of mer i t  nl-I-ivcd 
at. A b o u t  six weeks bcfol-c the start o f c a c l i  MccI i ;~n ic ians C o ~ ~ l - s c  in 1 ~ 1 l y  and 
Sanuary, F o l - m  13.17 i s  I-niscd b y  t l ic  Oll icer- in-C'hargc o f  each Mcchan ica l  
1 1 - a i n i n g  Establ is l imcnt a n d  sent t o  Llic s l i ip  o r  cstabl is l imcnt wl ierc the I-at i t ig 
concerned i s  serving. P rov ided  t l i c  inan's C o m m a t i d i n g  Ollicer- has no I-eason 
I'or- n o t  recommending him, he i s  medica l ly  cxnmincd  and   shed t o  state o n  the 
Sot-m wl ic t l icr ,  s l i o ~ ~ l d  l ie be selected, hc \VOLIICI be w i l l i l i g  t o  ~-e-ctig;~gc cit l ict- t o  
comple tc  12 yc;11-s if on a Special Service Eng;~:remcnt, o r  t o  comple te  t i m e  f o r  
pension if o n  ;I C o n t i l i ~ t o u s  Service Engagement w i t h  less i l l a n  f o u r  years t o  
s c r ~ e  f r o m  the commcnccmcnr  of t l ic  Mcc l i an ic i ;~ns  Course. -I l icsc fo rms  arc 
then I-ctul-ncd t o  t l ic  h4cclianical i r a i n i n g  Estab l is l~n icnts  w l i o  send a l i s t  o f  
those I - c c o m m c ~ ~ d c d  t o  the A d m i r n l t y  \vIierc t l i e  f inal sclcct ion i s  made. F i n a l  
' s ign ing o n  ' does not  tzthc pl ;~cc ~ ~ n l i l  the class i s  ; ~ s s c ~ i i b l c d  at t11c Mcc l i ;~n ica l  
I r a i n i n g  ancl I i c p a i r  Est ;~b l ishmcnt ,  P o r t s m o r ~ t l i .  

M o w  to I ' o r t s m o u t h  1947-48 
In  1047 ;~nothe l -  movc  w:ls made. i s  t ime t o  an enti l-cly d i l k r c n t  lport 

I 'or tsmout l i  \vlier-e [I-aining \was accommot la tc t l  i n  the new bu i ld ings of the 
blec1ian;cal TI-ait i i i is a n d  Repail- Establ isl i lnct i t ,  and  in Sa i i~~a t -y .  1949, the full 
11 -a i~ i i t i g  per iod o f  I\VO ye;~rs W:IS ~ c - ~ I I ~ I - ~ ~ L I c c ~ .  

b l e t l ~ o t l  of 'I'raining 
A t  t l ic  heg inn ing o f  t l ie  cour-se a l  t l ~ c  M e c h ; ~ ~ i i c ; ~ l  ' I - ra in ing anc! I<cpair 

Establ is l imcnt,  I 'ortsmouth, the c;lndidatcs arc d iv ided i l l t o  a l p l ~ a  ;111d h c t ; ~  
~ r - o ~ ~ l l s ,  ;iceor-dins t o  t l i c i r  scliol:lstic ;~b i l i t y .  TIicsc gro l lps  arc l lcvible a n d  
~ p c r m i t  :I tnan t o  be moved  f'roni c i thcr  ; ~ l p l ~ a  t o  beta, o r  vice vcrs;~, d u r i n g  the 
t1 \ .0  yc;trs 011 COLIrsc. T i l e  t \VO gr(o~1~1 systc111 e11;1L3lcs t11<>sc \VIlCl ;lye i1121e t o  
;~s \ i t i i i la te  knowledge m o r e  c l ~ ~ i c k l y  t o  be give11 ;I sot i i c \v l~ ;~ t  more dct ;~ i lcd  . . 
l l - a l t l ~ng .  at i t l  tlicl-cSo~-c accluirc hcttcl- c l ~ ~ ; ~ l i l i c : ~ t i o n s  l'or c o t i i p e t i ~ i g  i,ilher as 
III>PCI- y ;~rd l i i c t i  candid:~tcs o r  k> r  p r o m o t i o n  t o  c o m m i h s i o ~ ~ c d  niccl iat i ic i ;~t i  

l11 r i iar inc engineering t i le  syllabus. l i ke  t l ia t  o l  t l ic al.iilicct- appl-cntice. co \e rs  
11ic notes con t :~ inc t i  i n  13.1<.2207(1952) a n d  the \cl iolast ic s>l iahus i s  coti i l losed 
t o  b r i n g  l l ie  m e c l i ; ~ ~ i i c i a n  candidate as near-ly as p o ~ s i h l e  t o  the sanic :;tand;l~-d 
as the al-t i l iccr apl,rc~iticc. T h o u g h  t l ic pt-actic;~l t ra in ing  i n  l i t l i n g  ; ~ n d  l u l - n i ~ i g  
i s  s l i o r l c ~  than the t ime spent (311 ii b y  ar t i l iccr  al>[,rcntices, the t r ;~dc lest5 21-c 
cornp:~r :~h lc  a n d  i t  i s  in tcndct l  in t l i c  fu ture  t l i :~t  b o t h  sl lal l  t ;~hc t l ic  salnc. A t  
[present, n o  direct compar ison i s  possihlc. T h c r c  lias always bee11 considcl-:~hlc 
t i i s c ~ ~ s s i o n  conce~-n ing  the Ltbil ity t o  t e o c l ~  t l ic  trade o f  litting a n d  t i ~ ~ t i i ~ i  i n  



l I I c  h! I ~ i i c c l i : ~ ~ i i c i ; ~ ~ i  I I h, lcc l i ;~n ic ;~ l  . I . r ; l i ~ i i ~ l g  ;111cl l<c1>;li1. 
l ~ ~ s i ; ~ l ~ l i ~ l i ~ i ~ c ~ i ~ .  o ~ i  t l ~ c  :I-CIIIII~\\ III;I[ ;I 1i<~1~1ii;11 ; ~ p l > r c ~ i l i c c s l i i ~ ?  i l l i ~ l d ~ ~ s t r !  1;1l,c\ 
f i \ c  > L , ; I I ~  :IIICI t l ~ c  ; ~ r i i l i i x r  ; ~ l ~ p r ~ , ~ i l i , : c  ,~XII(! \  I'OIII. yei11.s ill 111s t ~ . ; ~ i ~ i i ! i g  csl;~!i- 
l i i l ~ i ~ l c ~ i ~ .  C ' o ~ i \ i c l c ~ - ; ~ l i l c  I ~ ~ S ~ : I I ~ L . I ~  ill t l ic  ~ i i c l I i ~ ~ c l \  (11' 11-;1iiii1iy ili i ~ i c l c~s l i - ! ~  i rc \c ;~ l \  
t!i;it i t  i \  c o ~ i ~ ~ i i o ~ i l ! ~  ; ~ e c c j ~ ~ c ( I  11i:ll ;I !c;i~. i \  s i ~ l l i c i c ~ i i  1 0  i c ;~c l i  l l i c  h;l\ic ;ir1 01' :I 

I I I '  \\ c  i l i c  ~ c i i ~ i ~ i g  pc~. io ( l  0 1 '  i l i i ~  l c c  : ~ r e ~ i i c c l ~ i  i \  s17c1iI 
~ i i  i l i c  c  I 10 i ~ c l i c c .  l l i c  ~ i ~ i  b c i l i g  o r  :I I I ~ ~ S I ~ I I  1 0  
c i ~ i  1 1  o  p i c ~ I : r  S ~ I  l l I i i i  l  I l e ~ ~ i .  I l i o s c  l i l- l i i \  

\\ l i ( ~  Ii;i\ c  ~ - c ; l l i / ~ ~ c l  1 1 1  r c c e ~ ~ ~  ! C;IP III;II. \ \  i l l 1  t l lc  l ? ~ - c \ c ~ i t  c lcs ig~ i  (11' 1iloc!ci.11 lii:~li- 
p < > \ \ c r  111;lcl l i l lc l~~. i l  I S  llcccss;ll~! t o  l l ; l \ L ,  pl-cIl3crl\ lr;lillccl tr; lclcsll lcl l c l l l ~ ~ l o > ~ ~ c !  
0 1 1  I c ~ i t r ~ c ~ i ~ i .  I i ; l \c  t l c \ c l o l > c ~ i  I I I I ~ I  ~ s c c  \c l - !  t i i uc l i  o i l  
S ~ I - \  ice l ines. ; ~ s  \ \ c  I,iio\\ I l l em.  :I p~.o:lc\\i\c. s i ~ l i c m c  o I ' [ ~ a c ! i i ~ ~ i o l i ~  l l o \ v c \ c ~ . .  
i l l  I I C ~  L.:I~C <loch 11i1\ l c ; ~ c I i i ~ i s  11crio(I c ~ f '  1 1 1 ~ ~  l r ; ~ i l i i ~ i y  ;I~IX:II- 10 cxccccl OIIC  ye:^^.. 

l ~ \ l ? c ~ ~ i c ~ i c c  ;1110;11 l i ;~\ i ~ i d i c ; ~ l c ( I  lIi:11 I11c1.c ih  :I g:11> I?L,~\\c~II l l i c  l ? i ; i \ t c ! - i ~ ~ y  <>l' tl1c 
:II.~ <)l' Iii1i11.e ;11 i c1  111r11i1iy ;11id i l \  ; I ~ ~ ~ I ~ L ~ ; I I ~ o I ~  10 l l i c  ~ i i : ~ i ~ i ~ c ~ i ; ~ ~ i c c  :111cl r c p ; ~ i r  01 '  
t i i ( ~ ( I ~ ~ ~ - n  n i ;~ i . I i i n i~ i ! .  0 1 i c c  ~ ! i c  I>;lsic ;i~-i ha \  hccn  ~nas tc l - cd  i t  is l > ~ - a c ~ i c c  a t i d  
c C i c i c c  ill i l i c  I i c i i  I l ;I!-I l i i c l i  ~p~-ociuccx l l i c  i t  cl-al 't\m;ll i . 
I n  ot-c!c~. 1 0  l i~. ic lgc ~ l i i s  g:11> t l ~ c  i i i~ : t l io ( i  01' p r c i g ~ w s \ i \ c  CILII'I t1~111ii1is 11;~s I>CL~II 
~ r c \ ~ c \ v c ~ l .  111 ~IIV I ig l l t  0 1 '  l l i c  c \ p c r i ~ , ~ ~ c c  1.1-0111 i1 ic l t1\11-!  ~ - c l ' e ~ ~ ~ ~ c c l  ((I ; ~ l ? o \ c ,  
I I 1 0  I h i ~ i i ~ g  n i ; ~ c l i ~  niol-c i:ll.cc~i\i, \ \ i t l ~ i i i  111c \;III~V o \ i , r ; ~ l l  t i l i i c  ill OI.<IL~~ i o  . . lit i i i  a ' \ i l a i n t c ~ i ; ~ n c c  I ~ i i i ~ i  I I I ~  . i l l i s  is : i n o i l l c ~ -  \\.a) iii \v l i i c l i  t l ~ c  Nil\! 
: I I I~ 1 1 i c l t 1 ~ 1 1 . \ .  c :~c l i  \ v i t l ~  i l i c i ~ .  o \ \ , ~ i  ~ i c c d s ,  le;11.11 I ' ro~ i l  c ; ~ c l i  o11ic1. ;111cl i t  cic11101?- 
I I I ~  l  ~ i c c ~ s i t  I c I I I I !  I I ~ .  Tlii\ c o l i ~ - s c  is t lcs igncd t i ~  
~I~SII-IICI l l i c  ~ i i c c l i ~ ~ ~ i c i ~ ~ ~  ill t l lc  i11111o1-1;1111 I ' L I I ~ I I I I ~ I ~ ~ I I S  o I  I I i c  ~ i ~ : ~ i ~ i t c ~ i ; l ~ i c i ~  
o f  11ioclc1.1l ~ I I I I I  I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I ~ I  I t o  I I I ~  I I  I I l I I c l iab 
Ic : l~ -n i  on  i l i c  hcnc l i  a n d  ~ i i a c l ~ i ~ i c  too1 t o  t l i c  pr.:lcticc ol '  m;rintcn;lncc. 
syl l ; lhus 1 > 1 -  I l r i \  caul-sc has bccn  ca~-c I ' i~ l l y  \ \ o r k ~ c l  0111 and gLlar;llitecs tIi;ll each 
~ n c c I i : ~ ~ i i ~ i : l ~ i  e:11.1.ies 0111 eer. i ;~i~i  set ~ i i ; ~ i ~ i t c ~ i : ~ ~ i c c  t;~sks. A s  c a n  b e  i m a y i n e d  the  



11i;ior obs t ruc t ion  fo r  the satisf i ictory w o r k i n g  o f  a l l y  such sc l ic~ i ic  i s  t l ie  
ava i l ab i l i t y  o f  suit;~ble m;icli inery wh ich  is no t  o n l y  sited i n  realistic lpositions 
b u t  a lso  r c i l ~ l i r c s  rel i t t i t ig. T h e  so lu t ion  has bccn fi>und in m a k i n g  i ~ s c  of the 
l i cservc  1:lcct l i v i n g  sl i ips w l i i c l i  ;ire ablc t o  171-oducc such machi l l c ry  and, 
f i ~ r t l i c r m o r c ,  enable muc l l  o f  the machinery  rc l i t tcd  t o  I-tin t r i ~ ~ l s  o n  comple t ion.  
Incol-pal-:itcd in t l i i s  M ; ~ i t i t c n a ~ i c c  T r a i n i n g  C ' o ~ ~ r s c  ;U-c t l i c  131-inciplcs o f  lp lan~ icd 
tna i~ i tcnance,  together \vi t l i  accurate and c:~rcSi~l  r c c o r d i ~ i g  of i l i c  s t i ~ t e  of 
mac1linc1-y a n d  othct- facts that need ~recording. il' p lanned m : ~ i ~ ~ t c n : ~ t i c c  i s  t o  
he d c v c l o l ~ c d  to its logical conclusion.  A t  p ~ - c s c ~ ~ l  t l icrc i s  no t  sul l icicnt t i t l ie  
;~vail;thle for m c c h a n i c i n ~ i  cnndidtttcs ttr t : ~ t i i ~ t ~ t e  the slpnt-c p;u.ts ~ i c c d c t l  
wlic11 r-c l i t t ing ~ i i a c l ~ i t ~ c r y ,  hu t  i t  is l iol>cd t o  be ablc to incorpol-a le i l l i s  w l i c ~ i  
~ n o l - e  cxpcriet icc has been obt ;~ incd w i t h  the course. T l i c  syllahus fo r  t l i ~ s  
h.l;ii~itcn;incc T r a i n i n g  Caul-sc is ;IS l 'ollows : 

k lach inery  Dea l t  Wit11 

~ r l ~ v l > o  l ) v i \ ~ l , l t  

F. and 13. p u m p s  
Ex t rac t ion  PLIII~PS 

t!v;lporntor c o ~ i i b i i i c d  
p u m p s  

l.'orcctl liib. pumps  
I;ccd p i tmps  
Gcnc l -a tors  comb ined  

p u m p s  

! % ~ O I ( J V  l l t . i \ , c~ t  , M i s ~ ~ c l l r ~ ~ t i ~ i ~ ~ r s  

I-'. and 13. 12~1nips I1c;ll cxcl iangcr\ 
Ex t rac t ion  primps l'. F.0.  l icaters 
1:ecd water t r a n s k r  D is t i l l e r  condc~ isc r \  

p ~ ~ m p s  I l r a i n  coolers 
L..P. a i r  comprcssot-s Feed hcaters 
Snorer p ~ l m p s  M a i n  condctisei-s 

l i cc ip roca t ing  feed 
pLtn1pS 

Each c ; ~ ~ i d i d n t c  is given maintcnancc t r ~ t i ~ l i n g  otr t w o  of' the abovc rn;lcliincs 
ancl spencls ;it1 ;~vcr;ige of 50 I i o i ~ r s  (111 e;~cIi, t l ie ;\C~LI;LI t ime  hc i t ig  t lcpcndcnt 
u p o n  t l ie  complex i ty  o f  the m;icliinc a n d  the ;Itnotint o f  r c l i t t i n g  work in \ 'o lvcd.  
I l l i s  t i t l ie  i i lso i ~ i c l ~ ~ d c s  I e e t ~ ~ r e s  t ) t i  [ l ie  i tppi-n;~cl i  t o  p l i i ~ i t i e d  i i i ; ~ i t i t e t i ;~~ iec  : t ~ i d  
methot ls  of at tack 

I l i c  r w o  year cout-se i s  d i v ided  i t i t o  Sollr terms known ;IS A. H, C', a n d  I) 
classes. T l i c  Mechanica l  T r x i n i n g  ;III~ Repai r  f ~ s ~ : i b l i s l i t i i e ~ i t  is. t ~ ~ i S o r t ~ t ~ i : l t c l y .  
no t  ;i I-esidcnlial cstahl isl imcnt a t id  i s  t l icrcforc unable r o  oll'er the extra 
c u r r i c ~ ~ l u t i i  :~c i iv i t ies  :~\.;i i l i lblc t l ie other- Engine R o o m  Dcpat- tmcnt - l r : ~ i t i i n g  
I:scablishmcnts. I lo\l,c\'er, tlicse l imi tar ior ls  w i l l  he rcmo\ 'cd  \\,/1c1i t l ie t1.;1tisI;.r 
t o  1 I .M .S .  Si.cl<i/~, ~ \ ? i i i c h  is dcal t  w i t l i  later. takes place. 

Nc\cr t l ic less,  ;I I-ernal-k;lblc c,.\/~t.it (11, C,J I . / I .S  l ias t ie \c loped.  Mx11). successes 
in spot-r ing cvcti ts 1i;ivc bee11 acl i icvcd i n  recent yeat-s. Associ;lt ion I'ootball. 
cl- ickct ntid w;tter p o l o  teams compete iii t l ~ c i r  rcspcctivc l c ; i g ~ ~ c s  i l i dcpc i~dcn t l )  
of t l ie  Roya l  N a v a l  Barr ;~ck 's tcams a n d  f i~ll i l  m a n y  crlttside l i x t i~ rcs ,  wh i le  
no i i l h le  c r o s s - c o ~ ~ n t r y  placings a n d  t imes have bccn recorded. Sa i l ing  Ilas 
p~-o\ .ed pa r t i cu l ;~ r I y  popu lar .  I-ortun;ttely t l i i s  lattet- ac t iv i ty  h;i\ bccn i i iuc l i  
:tssistcd b y  rhe k i c t  t11;tt onc  of the f ew amenit ies iIi:it i s  possessed hy  thc 
Mcc l i ; i t ~ i ca l  T r a i n i n g  a n d  R t s t : ~ h l i s l i t ~ i e ~ ~ t  i s  a we l l -bu i l t  j c t ~ y  :111cl s l i p  
IZvcii wcig l l t  lifting ; ind cot i ipc t i t i ve  cyc l ing  have il icir- f o l l o~vc rs .  (;rear pricle 
i s  t;lkcti in i l i c  freclucnt pr;~isc g i \ c n  b y  senior v is i l i l ig  lnsipccl ing 0ll i i.et-X ro t l i e  
h i g h  stand;rrd of parade w o r k  b y  the h4cclianici;lns' D iv is io l is .  O n  t l ~ e  sc)cial 
sidc the i r  dances have become ;I f c a l u ~ - e  (11' P o i - t s t i i o ~ ~ i l i  lili.. 1 3 ~ 1 1  i t  i s  i1111301.t;1111 

to r c u l i ~ e  tli;it these men  ore rcspo l~s ih l c  adu l ts  many  of' w l i o m  lla\'c 1-c-ciigugeit 
a n d  arc  determined to make  t l lc most of t l i c  course and  t l lc  o p l ~ o r t i i n i t y  i t ,  
and the t w o  years' stablc lili- i t  cntai ls, al'l'ot-d. T h e  fact t l lar nialry ;it-c marr ied 
anci have i;lmily 1-csl>ol~sibil it ics c o ~ i s t i t u l c s  an atlclit ic~n:ll S~LII-. H o w e \ e r .  
m a n y  1i;ivc been away ('1-01ii s c l i o ~ ~ l  Ibi- ; ~ t l y t l i i ~ i g  L I ~  t o  tel l  yeass ;tiid i t  i s  t l i e ~ ~ c -  
I l r c  ncccssary for thcm t o  s p e ~ i t l  u p  to h u r  c\,cnings a wcelc in extra instruct ion.  



ei ther in the  lcct l i rc  r o o m  o r  in t l ie  f a c t o r y  111 add i t ion ,  n large p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
i l iose no t  p laccd o n  the extra s tudy list spend rnuch o f  the i r  spare l i m c  in 
private stlrdy, some, who n o m i n a l l y  l i ve  i n  barracks, even g o i n g  t o  the extent 
of  h i r i n g  I-ooms ;~sl iorc t o  be able t o  pursue their  wor-It i n  pc;lce a n d  clriicl. 

Nor is th i s  cvcn i t ig  w o r k  l i m i l c d  t o  the immedia te  goal  oS succcss i t r  r l ie 
Mechanic ians COLI~SC. A few t;lkc e i l l i c r  Forces C o r r e s p ~ ~ i d c ~ i ~ e  COIII-SCS or 

. . .~sscs ;rt the P o r t s m o ~ ~ t h  <?ollcgc of Techno logy  towar-ds t l ic  o r d i n a r y  N; l t io i ia l  
( 'cl-ti l icatcs in inccl ianical  engi i iccr ing,  brrt a most r io tcwor t l i y  fc :~turc lras bccrl 
i h e  response t o  ~ c i l i t i c s  Sot- prepar ing l'or those I l i g l l c i -  Educat iona l  Test 
subjects w h i c h  :trc rccluir-ed hi- ;~dvancc i i i cn l .  Reh t -c  Octohct-, 1952. I l iosc 
w ish ing  t o  take th is cxamir ia t ion  \vet-c catcrcd 1.01- i n  the R o y a l  N a v a l  13:it-t-acl<s. 
Since that  date  the M . I ' .  a n d  [<.E. Iias hccomc ;In independent cxa in inat io i i  
centre w i t h  i l i c  results shown i n  i h c  f o l l o w i n p  tahle : -~ 

-\nalysis of l l igher 1Sclucational 'l'est Rcsults since M.'l'. and It.1':. was 
I<stablishctl as an indcpentlcnt 1':xamination Cent re  

Vlcchanicians o n  Course . . 240 250 246 247 

C'andidatcs . . . . 9 6 X 1 124 121 

I'apcrs ' I~ahc i i  . . . . 24 7 2 1  1 328 2x7 

'Total  Passes . . . . 157 153 199 217 

Dis t inc t ions . . . . 4 1 5 h 42 h 2 
I-I.E.1'. Cert i f icates A w a r d e d  

( M i n i m u m  Qual i f icat ion 
I'ars in l;our- Subjects) . . I X I I l X 77 

Qual i f ied Etluc;rtionaIIy fo r  
13rancl1 R a n k  . . . . I X 9 17 2 I 

In such a coticcri tratet l  COLII-se i t  i\ ; ~ l m o s t  impossible t o  m a k e  t ime a \a i l ab lc  
tl~iririg w o r k i r i g  IIOLII-S for t l~msc 1 ~ 1 r t s  01' LI cotnplctc 1r;litiiti~ \ v l ~ i c l i ~  ; t l t l i~~~tg l i  
n o  less h igh ly  clcsit-able, are n o t  irnmcdi:rtely t l i rcctcd towards the (>\,et-riditig 
I-equiretiicnt o f  cl i tal i l icat ion. N c \ c r t l ~ c l c s s .  one I ior i r  a week is devoted i o  
\ornu l 'orm 01' i ns t ruc t ion i n  cut-I-cnt ;rHilit-s i n  the establ ishment. o f  \vl i ic l i  the 
~iiecli; lt i ici; lt i c;ltidid:~tcs' sIi;~rc i s  p r o \ i d c d  b y  :l Icc111rer ft-(1111 S o r ~ t I i ; ~ ~ n p t o t i  
IJnivet-si ly on each alternate Saturd:iy lot-cnoon. Padrc's l IOLIS tilhcs PI:ICC oticc 
;I r t i i l i  i s  cor iducicd at1 oil uri t icr i(~tni l lat i(~)r i :r l  hasih, arid \ ~ o l u r i i ~ i r y  a l i en -  
d:lncc i s  l i r i i i t cd  on ly  b y  a c c o m m o i j ~ i t i o i i ,  the ;~vcr-age numbcl -  he ins  iii excess 
o f  80. 

A I  t l ic  c t id  o f  each A. H a n d  C' tcrt i is local  cxamin;~ l io t is  arc set iri al l  s ~ r h ~ c c t s  
a n d  ;I 11-adc tcst i s  c:lt-ried orri. 011 comp le t ion  o f  tlicsc cxani i t io t io i ls  and tests 
;I corifet-cnce i s  held t o  cliscuss any catididntcs \ \hose ab i l i t y  does not  np1ic;lr 
t o  be me:~sut- ing up t o  the desired sl;~nd:~r-d. 1-he p;lssing out st ;~ndard of t l ic  
1iicc1i:ltiici:rti 11:1s bee11 ~ i ~ i ~ i t i t ; l i t i c d  :I[ ;I stc:rdy IiigIi l ig l i rc  e\,cr sitlee the incel>tiot i  
of i l i e  scheme. Any candid;\le who. af ter  bc i t ig  gi\ 'cn ;I rcasonablc c l~ :~ncc ,  i\ 
~rii;rble t o  C O I ~ I P C ~ C  wi l l1 t l ic COIII-SC. i s  r e t ~ r ~ ~ c d  t o  i l i c  Fleet h111 ~-ct;~ir is Ii is ~ e t t !  
o l l icer  rate. In  t l ie  l ina l  t e rm t l ie cxamina l i ons  ar-c set by  the Aclmir ; \ l iy .  I hc  
tr;ldc test l'or the l ina l  examinat ion is supcr\,iscd and m ; ~ r k c d  b y  :I special teat11 
wh ich  i s  appointed to t l ic  es tab l is l~mcnt  h[- thc p c r i o d  OS t l lc  t~-;rdc test. 
M e c l ~ a n i c i n n s  arc a\vardcd accclcr-alctl aclv;~nccmcnt LIP t o  as r i i ~ i c l i  as 26 wccks 
o n  the results o f  thc t rade tests a n d  A d m i r a l t y  examinat ions.  l i cccn t l y  :I p r i l c -  
s i v i n g  ceremony has been ins t i tu ted wh ich  t:lkcs place :rftct- the Admit-a l ty  



c x a ~ i i i ~ i ; t t i o n  resul ts  a r c  p u h l i s h c d  and each qua l i f i ed  mechan i c ian  is  presented 
wit11 l i i s  eel-t i f icatc and r a l c d  m c c l i n t i i c i a ~ i  111, ;uid the  k,t-tun:tle o ~ i e s  p r c s c ~ ~ l c d  
wit11 the i r  prizes. 'l'licsc p r i r c s  were i l l s t i t i ~ t c d  i n  1940 a n d  a rc  g iven for 
Pract ic:~l ,  l ' c c l l ~ ~ i c a l  and S c l ~ o o l  W o r k .  I n  ; ~ d d i t i o t i  lo t l ~ c  A d m i r a l l y  prizes, 
i ~ i  . M. Mot.rel l ,  w h o  was  recent ly  ill clint-gc 01' t h e  c s t ; ~ b l i s l i m e ~ l ~ ,  h:~s 
~ w c s c n l c d  a ' M o r r e l l  "1'1-opliy w l i i c l i  i s  ; ~warc l cd  l o  l l ~ c  bcs l  a l l - r o l l l i d  m c c l i a ~ i i -  
ci;111 c : ~ ~ ~ d i d a t c .  T h i s  11-ophy i s  ;I mos t  gcnc~ -o l t s  d o n a t i o n  i ~ l l c l  w i l l  c o n l i n u c  t o  
h e  ~ , r c s c ~ ~ t c d  d u r i ~ ~ g  C u p l ; ~ i n  M o r r c l l ' s  l i fc t i rnc.  O n  c ~ , ~ r i p l c t i o n  01' t he  t w o  
y c ; ~ r i '  COII I~S~ ;I\\ ~ i i c ~ I i ; ~ t i i c i ; ~ ~ i h  wI11) 1i:lvc c l l ~ :~ l i l i ed  ;trc hcnl  t o  i l i c  l ' c t t  O l l i cc rs '  
Scli1101 ;I( C'ot-sli:ltii : t t i< l  t l ~ c ~ t c c  t o  l l i c i r  s l i ips ;IS ~ ~ ~ c c l i : t t i i c i ; ~ ~ i s  I l l .  

I1 is :I[ t l i is  sl;lzc i l l a t  s l ight  con fus ion  ;I[ppcal-s l o  c i s t  c o ~ ~ c c ~ - n i n g  t l lc i l -  sea 
11-a in i~ ig .  O\viti: 10 1I1c r:11ige ill sc t i i o t~ i l y  01' ~ i i c ~ ~ l ~ : ~ ~ ~ i c i ; ~ t i  c : t ~ ~ ~ i i t l : ~ l c s  s l ; ~ r l i ~ i g  
t hc  i\\.o-yca1- c o t ~ r s c ,  some m a y  ; l l t -c:~dy possess ;l boilc1--t-111,111 eel- l i l icatc. ~ l h c  
lprchc~i t  ~-C:LII;II i o ~ i s  spccil'y l l i ; ~ t  l'or ; t c I v ; ~ ~ ~ c c ~ i i e ~ i ~  10 ~ i i c c l i : ~ t ~ i c i : ~ ~ i  211~1 ( ~ ' 1 : ~ ~ s .  
1 ~ ~ c c I ~ : ~ ~ i i c i : ~ i  l ~ i i l ~ s t  (?c ~ - c c o ~ i ~ ~ i i c ~ i ( i c c l  b y  l i i s  r : . ~ i y i~ l ce r  0 I l i c c1 -  1I1:lt IIC l i :~\ 
\pro\ c'tl I ~ i ~ i i s c l l '  I c l l i c i c ~ i t  ~ i i i  ; I I I~~ S t i c s  I I I ~ i c c ~ ~ c t  : :111ci 

I I I 1 i ~ X : I I I ~ I I : I I I ~  I ~ i t i  1 l o i l c ~ r o o ~ i ~  c c ~ t i I i c : c .  l l l c  
\ ) I I : I I ~ L I ~  I'uI. t l t i >  c \ : l ~ i i i ~ i ; l t i o ~ ~  i s  l:~itl t l o \ \ ~ i  ill C~'II;II?I~I. 14 ill' li.I<,10(1(1 (40)  ;11ici 
i  ~ I I I  l I 1 o i l e r - I  c c ~ i c i ~ t c .  ' I ' l i e~ -c  i \  :l( j>~-csct i t .  11ic.1-cl'ol-c. no  
c l e ; ~ ~ .  \ ! l l : t l>~~s  01. ~ r : l i ~ i i ~ i $  l : t ic i  ~II>\\IJ (,or i11c ~ i i c c l ~ : t ~ i i c i : ~ ~ ~  scr \ i11s it1 h i \  l i rs t  \ I l i p  

. . 
I c i ~ i  l ~ i c c l ~ : ~ ~ i i c i t i s  C I I L  I I IOLI~II  1111s 1 5  i l l  ~ ) roce \ \  01' hci~h: 
l ) iO<l lli,c<l. 

I c g ~ i i ~ i  I l i e  . \ma lg : t~~ l ;~ lc t l  l ~ : ~ i g i ~ ~ c ~ c r ' i n g  L ' n i o l i  

111 lOJ7 l l i c  , \ ( l~ i i i~ - : t l t ) .  ~ i i : ~ c l c  :l11 : I ~ I K C I I I ~ I I ~  \ \ , i l l 1  t l ~ c  ! \ ~ i i : ~ l $ : ~ ~ i i t ~ L c c l  I..II~~I~~L,I-~II; 
( J I I ~ O I I  i i i  c ~ i ; ~ l ~ l c c I  ~ i i c c l ~ : ~ ~ i c i : ~ i  i  L,L,II:I~II t ~ t l i f i ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  ioi11 11i:ti 

t ln io11 lhc c ~ ~ ~ : ~ l i l i c ' ~ l  l'c~r t i ~ c ~ i i l h c ~ ~ \ l i i l >  l ie  I ~ ~ L I \ I  lhc :I ~ i ~ c c l i ; ~ ~ i i c i ~ ~ ~ i  Is1 cl:t\, 
\\ 1111 :I II)~;II o f '  li\ c yc;\rs. c ~ p c r i c ~ i c c  :I[ l i i h  t r ~ ~ c l c .  i ~ i c l ~ ~ c ! i ~ i g  t t . ;~ i l i i l ig  ~ \ [ > L , I . I ~ I I ~ L , .  

:111(l lhc c o ~ ~ l c l  lx : ~ t l ~ i i i ~ ~ c c l .  ;)S :l s l~ i l l c c l  I~~;II I .  i l l  tlhc l ' ~ ~ l l o \ \ i ~ i g  o c c t ~ l i ~ ~ t i ~ ~ t h \  : 

.,\l l t ~ s t  i t  \ e c t ~ ~ e d  t11:tt t l ic  li11:11 y ~ ) : i l  i l l  1 1 1 ~ ~  III\IOI-! <) I ' l l ic  l l c c l ~ : ~ ~ i i c i : ~ ~ i  l i i ~ c l  IL,CII 
~rc;~cliccl l i i s  ~ rcco :~h i~ io~ i  :I\ :I \l,illccl I IKI~~C\I~I;II~ 1ht11 ;11;1s, 111 1050. 11ic / \ ~ i i i ~ l g : t -  
111:it'ci I-nyinci.t-it12 I I  i \ i t l i o t ~ ~  i  ~ ~ i i ~ I l : ~ l i ~ i  \ \ i l l 1  t i l e  ; \ c l~ i i i r ;~ l l ! .  
i ~ ~ i ~ ~ r ~ ~ i c c l  l l l c  j \ ~ l ~ h i i ~ . ; ~ l ~ ~  (71 '  i l \  i11 te1 i l i1111 \\  i~l ic l~.: l \ \ ,  ~ I IC  ~ - e c o : ~ ~ i t i i ~ ~ ~  lprc\ IIIII\I> 
;ranlcel. S l r o i i g  ~ ~ c ~ h r c ' \ c ~ i ~ : ~ l i o ~ ~ ~  L o  l l i c  ~111 io1 i  \ \ct-c ~ i i : ~ c i ~ ,  l,! 1I1c r \ c l ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ : t l l !  :111c! 
~ I . I ) I IK I~ I~~ I  ~ i c g o ~ i ; ~ ~ i < i ~ i \  ~ o o l ,  lpl:~cc. l 11c !\ I I I : I~~~II~I; I IL~~~ l . ~ ~ i g i ~ ~ c c ~ - i ~ i ~  111ii<)11 
l l c ~ c i t ~ : t ~ - c r s  ~ c ' c ~ g ~ i i c t l  I l i ; ~ t  i C  c i ~ i ~ i ~ l  l ~ a c l  111:1clc :l s1ro11g L.:LSC I'(>I- CIIII.. 

t i ~ i t ~ ; ~ ~ h c c  ol' ~ r c c o g t ~ i l i o ~ i  ;111d < ~ I k r c c l  1 0  :11.1.:11ige 1'111. t l ~ c  111:1ltc1- 10 h e  hrot1;11t 1 1 1 i  
:I,::I~II 1'111. c c ~ ~ i ~ i e l c ~ - : t t i o ~ ~  l?! t l ic  N ; ~ t i o ~ i ; t I  ( ~ ' o ~ ~ i ~ ~ i i ~ ~ c c  oC1I1e LIIII~IIJ. L~ I~~ '~ I . IL I I I : I I c~ ! .  
1I1c e lcc is io~ i  \ \ as  ~passccl I ihc' A t l ~ i r ~ l l :  ~ i ~ ~ i - r c c o ~ ~ i t i ~  I I r 1 1  11111 
.IIIIIL,. 1051. 1 1 1  \ p i l e  , > l ' s t ~ . o ~ i g  ~II.L,\\LII.~ l?), t l ic  IIII~OII 1 1 1 ~ 1 1  110 [>ol>lit: \I:I~L,I~IL,II~ 
\ I~<IL I I~ I  lhc 111:ttic. -1~Iici1- l ~ , ~ ) r c l s l i i ~ ~ s  c l~~c i ( Ic ( l  1Ii:tl 111c1.c \\';I\ 1111 : ~ I ~ C I . I I ; I I ~ \ ~  13111 f.111 

IIIC I l c c i  I l ~ I ~ I I I I ~ C  I l t ~ ~ i I : t c ~ : t l  d ~ c i s i o ~ i  l>y 111~: I I I ~~O I I  :111cl :\.l 0 .  
2517 53  \\';IS i l l  consccl i lc l icc issuctl. . l ' l ic  , \ c l ~ i ~ i ~ . ; t l ~ y .  si l lcc tIi:ll tl;llc. II;I\L. Ihcc11 
~ ~ I I I ~ I I L I ~ I ? ~  ~ ~ c g o t i : ~ ~ i ~ > ~ i s  \v i t l i  l l i c  i ~ ~ i i o t i .  Ihi11 so I.;~I- t o  1 1 0  : l\; l i I. l k o 1 - 1 ~ 1 t i : ~ I c l ~ .  
I4.M. dc>cl,y;~l-cls ancl m a n y  I l ~cc< )~ - i cs  ; I I ~ ~  s l i l l  ' <>17cli s l i o l "  ;Incl \ v c l c ~ ~ r n c  
~ i i c c I ~ : ~ ~ i i c i i ~ ~ i s  011 l l i c i ~ .  ~ i i c r i t s .  ll ih 10 lhc l ~ o p c ( l .  t11c1-cl'orc. I I i t ~ l  O I I ~ ~  ;tg:~iti 
t i l i ic .  ;11id :I y r c ; ~ t e ~ -  k ~ i ~ \ v l c c l g c  b y  [ l i e  c ~ c c ~ ~ t i \ ~ c s  111, l l i c  ~11iio11. \ \ ' i l l  c \ ~ ~ i t i ~ ; ~ l l )  
reslot-c t l i  i \  ! - ccog~ i  i t  ioti. 



Sticccs\cs of' \ l e c l ~ a ~ i i c i a n s  ill l , : \ ; ~ r n i ~ ~ a l i o r ~ s  for I ~ : ~ ~ g i r ~ e c r i n g  O f t i ce r+  

I l i c  ~ r ~ ~ q ~ i i r c ~ i i ~ ~ ~ i t  1111. t l i c  ~ i i c c I i ; ~ ~ i c i : ~ ~ i  1 0  I :I ~ c l l ~ - c c ~ ~ ~ t : ~ i ~ i e c i  11~:111ii1ig 
~ ~ ~ r ; 1 l > I i i l i 1 1 1 ~ ~ 1 1 r  o I ' l i i >  o\\ 11. ~ i ~ i c l c r  i l i c  i1iclc l~c1iclc111 c ~ ~ i i ~ i i : ~ i ~ c l  o l ' l i i s  0\\ 11 C';~pi: i i l l .  
l i :~ \  ICIII;: !>L~L,II 1211. l l : ~ \ i ~ i g .  ; i s  IIL~ c l ~ i c \  : l t  \ l i e  ~ i i ~ ~ i i c ~ i r .  ;I s o ~ ~ i c \ \ I i ; i ~  cl i \ i ( lccl  
l<>!:~ll! [I) ~ ~ \ r : ~ l ~ I i s l ~ ~ i i c i i i  \\IICI.L. l i c  \~,{JI . I ,~ t ~ ~ i c !  l l i c  I>;~~.r:tcl,h ill \ \ , l i i c l ~  l ic  l i \ c \ .  
c o ~ ~ p l c c l  \ \ , i l l1 ~ i i ; ~ l - c I> i t i g  l>:~cl, i1111l i'111.111 r l i c  ~ i ~ i l c  i111c1 l i :~ l I~c : l c l i  c i : ~ \  ill :III \ v c ; ~ l l i ~ ~ r > .  
l l i c  ~ i i c c l i ; ~ ~ ~ i c i ~ i ~ i  1111cicr ~ l - ; i i ~ i i ~ i g  i \  110L i n  ;ill c11\1;1I?le ~ p o s i ~ i e > ~ ~ .  

Ikall! in 1954. ir \ \ : i s  ; rnnouncct i  1l1;i i  I S  I ,  c N : i \ a l  A i r  S r : i ~ i o ~ i  
:I[ ( i~i5pc11.1. \\:I\ c : l ~ ~ > i ~ i s  c i o \ v ~ i  ;111ci tli:!r ~ l i i s  c \ ~ : ~ l ~ I i s l i ~ i i c ~ i r  \\;is. II~CI~CI~CII-c. i n  ~ l i c  

I>I-~IIJ~I-~> m a r h c l  '. I t  \\::l5 I ' o r r ~ i ~ i ~ ~ L c  l l i ;~ l  ( .apr ; i i~ i  Mot .~ .c l l ,  r l i c ~ i  ill c l i : i~-gc ( > I ' ~ l i c  
M c c l i a i i i c a l  1~1 - t i i 1 i i i i g  a i i d  l<cpaii- I - : s l ~~b l i s l imcn i .  I-cali/cci I l l c  i m m c l i h c  p s s i h i -  

I '  ' 

I I ~ I ~ S  < ) l '  rh is  a i r  s l a l i o i i  :IS ;I[? c n ~ i n c c l - i n g  ~ i . : ~ i ~ i i n g  c s t : ~ h l i s h m c ~ i l  and \\':lstccl 
110 i i m c  i n  I 'o l-wat-ding p ~ o p o s ; l l s  T o r  t a k i n g  ove r  1I .M.S.  .S';.Y/,III as ;I Mcchan1c:rl 
1 1 - a i n i n g  E s t a h l i s l ~ m c n i .  



Approv;~ l  has recently been givcn to this sclicrnc by Thcil- Lordships and il 
i s  planlicd t o  move the Mcch;~nicinns Course and all otl icr ctigit icc~-ing training 
now carried out in  Portsmouth, t o  (-iospol. ill May, 1950. This ail- s t~ l t ion  
should ~,rovc a n  ideal t raininj i  cstablishmcnt. T l i c  l iv ing accommodation was 
built to l i oya l  A i r  I;ol-ce stand:rrds between the two wars and the hcated hangars 
wi l l  convert to  cxccllcnt f:rctory ;rccornmodatio~i. 1-or sporting activities tlicrc 
s l i o ~ ~ l d  be l i t t le CRLISC [or eompl ;~ i~ i t  :IS ~IICI-C ~11.c I 'o~lr f on tb i~ l l  ~ i t c l i cs ,  011e ~ - ~ ~ j i b y  
pitcl,, t w o  liockcy 1,itclics, a concrctc wicket and, i n  tlic scnsoti, two crickcl 
pitches. Tl icrc is also a gymnns i~~ ln .  I n  ntldition, since the airf icld wi l l  [remain 
only as an cmcrjicncy landing :ire:i i t  may bcconie tlic centl-e ol' vc1.1 acti\'c 
model ncl-ol,lnne flying! 

A new ship nanic has not yet been decided but i t  would seem appropriate 
that i t  sl iould be l ~ r c l r r , ~ ,  recalling the sliip in  which mechanician candidates fi-om 
tl ic three ports were first broughl togctlicr for 11-ainilig. 

T l i l ~ s  the mcc1ianici;rn o f  the f l ~ t u r c  sllould he well provided 111- as i-rr as ;I 
I l-airiirig est;~ hlisliriicnl i s  concerned and t11cr.c rernains only t l lc tlio1-11> prohlcm 
w h c n  sliould lie start his two years' training'! So  many Lrctors have t o  be 

considered hefol-c making this decision tI1;tt it i s  h r tuna tc  that this article i s  
I~cadcd ' The Mechanician 1905 1955 ', and tlict-el'ol-e to the rcadcr l l i e  clilcstion 
nccci only hc posed, not answeretl. 
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