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The forty-second Annual Dinner was held on 

Friday, February 25th, 1938, at the Connaught 
Rooms, and was attended by 720 members and 
guests.

Dr. Stephen J. Pigott, the President, was in 
the Chair, and the many distinguished guests 
included H is Excellency Baron E. de Cartier de 
Marchienne (the Belgian Ambassador), The Rt. 
Hon. Earl Howe, P.C. (Past President), The Rt. 
Hon. Lord Stonehaven, P.C., G.C.M.G., D.S.O., 
LL.D. (President, The Institution of Naval Archi­
tects), J. W. Dulanty, Esq., C.B., C.B.E. (The 
High Commissioner for Ireland), Alderman Col. 
S ir T. V ansittart Bowater, Bt., M.P., Lord Plender 
of Sundridge, G.B.E., LL.D., Capt. Sir Robert 
Burton Chadwick, Bt. (M aster, The Honourable 
Company’ of M aster M ariners), Sir John E. 
Thornycroft, K.B.E., Sir Charles Barrie, K.B.E.,
D.L., J.P ., M.P., Commander Sir Charles W. 
Craven, O.B.E., R.N. (ret.) (Past President), 
The Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch, C.M.G. (Agent- 
General for W estern Australia), Sir S. V. Goodall, 
K.C.B., O.B.E. (Director of Naval Construction), 
Robertson F. Gibb, Esq. (Chairman, Union Castle 
Line), Sir W. Lacon Threlford, Kt., M.B.E., R.D. 
(Deputy Master, The W orshipful Company of 
Shipwrights), Eng. Vice-Admiral Sir G. Preece, 
K.C.B. (Engineer-in-Chief of the Fleet), F. C. 
Pyman, Esq. (President, The Shipbuilding Em ­
ployers’ Federation), Sir Charles J. O. Sanders,

K.B.E. (Hon. Vice-President, The Institution of 
Naval Architects), Sir John Pakeman, Kt., C.B.E., 
C.C., F. E. Rebbeck, Esq., D.L., J.P . (Past Presi­
dent), Sir E. Julian Foley, C.B. (Under-Secretary, 
Mercantile Marine Department, Board of Trade, 
President-Elect, The Institute of Marine Engineers), 
Sir William Crawford Currie, Kt. (Deputy Chair­
man, P. & O.S.N. Co.), Frank E. Fehr, Esq.,
C.B.E. (Chairman, Baltic Mercantile and Shipping 
Exchange, Ltd.), Colin Smith, Esq., M.V.O., 
O.B.E. (R egistrar of the Privy Council), Count 
Michalowski (F irst Secretary of the Polish Em ­
bassy), Alfred T. Roach, Esq., LL.B. (Town 
Clerk), F. W hittingham, Esq., J.P ., Professor C. J. 
Hawkes, M.Sc. (President, The North East Coast 
Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders), Archi­
bald Galloway, Esq., J.P . (Member of the Port of 
London Authority), Dr. William Cullen (President, 
The Institution of Chemical Engineers), W . T. 
Williams, Esq., O.B.E., B.Sc., W h.Ex. (Engineer 
Surveyor-in-Chief, Mercantile Marine Depart­
ment, Board of Trade), J. R. Robertson, Esq. 
(General Manager, British Tanker Co., Ltd.), F. G. 
Dunlop, Esq. (Director, Messrs. H arland & Wolff, 
Ltd.), C. J. Cowan, Esq. (Chairman, New Zealand 
Shipping Co., Ltd.), S. F. Dorey, Esq., D.Sc., 
W h.Ex. (Chief Engineer Surveyor, Lloyd’s Reg's- 
ter of Shipping), Captain Russell Willson, U.S.N. 
(American Naval Attache), Captain L. Siemens 
(German Naval Attache), G. S. Baker, Esq., D.Sc.,
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O.B.E. (Superintendent, The William Froude 
Laboratory, The National Physical Laboratory), 
Alderman F. S. Alexander, M ajor G. H. M. Vine, 
C.C. (Chief Commoner), F. Rowland, Esq., Leslie
C. B. Bowker, Esq., O.B.E., M.C. (City Remem­
brancer), Captain Natal Arnaud (Brazilian Naval 
Attache), Eng. Rear-Admiral A. G. Crousaz, C.B. 
(Deputy Engineer-in-Chief of the Fleet), Harold 
Fortescue Flannery, Esq., M.B.E., B.A. (President, 
Society of Consulting Marine Engineers and Ship 
Surveyors, Paymaster-Commander J. Blake 
Harrold, I.S.O., O.B.E., R.N.R. (Registrar-General 
of Shipping and Seamen), Malcolm K. Scott, Esq. 
(Secretary, Lloyd’s Register of Shipping), F. Hugh 
Smith, Esq. (M aster, The W orshipful Company of 
Carpenters), Dr. W. J. Galt, M.A., M.B., B.Ch. 
(Hon. Medical Officer, The Institute of Marine 
Engineers Guild of Benevolence), W . E. Archer, 
Esq. (Hon. Solicitor to The Institute of Marine 
Engineers), J. D. C. Stone, Esq., Victor Wilkins, 
Esq., Eng. Capt. J. J. C. Brand, C.B.E., R.A.N. 
(ret.), S. T. Pigott, Esq., J. Paley Yorke, Esq., 
OB.E., M.Sc. (Principal, L.C.C. School of En­
gineering and Navigation), G. V. Boys, Esq., M.A. 
(Secretary, The Institution of Naval Architects),
D. Bramah, Esq., C.B.E. (General Secretary, 
Marine Engineers Association), J. L. Douthwaite, 
Esq. (The Librarian, Guildhall), W. R. Spence, 
Esq. (General Secretary, The National Union of 
Seamen), and R. K. Munro, Esq. (Secretary, 
Society of Consulting Marine Engineers and Ship 
Surveyors).

During the evening music was rendered by 
The Royal Artillery Band (by permission of the 
Officers, Royal Artillery), conducted by Lieut. O. 
W. Geary, M.B.E., A.R.C.M., Director of Music, 
R.A., and the speeches were interspersed with songs 
and duets by Miss Sylvia Welling and Mr. Webster 
Booth, and a most amusing performance by Cardini 
(“The Suave Deceiver”), a very clever illusionist.

The Loyal Toasts having been proposed by 
the President and duly honoured, Mr. Robertson 
F. Gibb proposed the toast of “The Shipbuilding 
and Marine Engineering Industries”. He said that 
the advent of the marine engineer was chiefly 
responsible for the great progress which had been 
made in ocean transport. His work was a tremen­
dous advantage for, largely due to his efforts, we 
had greater speed, greater tonnage and greater 
safety in the ship of to-day. The ocean carrier had 
progressed through many phases, but Mr. Gibb 
thought that not the least important of these was 
the internal combustion engine. So far as the 
Union-Castle Company—of which Mr. Gibb is 
chairman—was concerned, they had found the 
Diesel engine the most economical and most 
efficient method of propulsion for their trade. It 
was rather significant, he thought, that of the total 
world tonnage launched last year, 1,511,000 tons 
should be motorships and only a little over 1,000,000 
tons steamships.

Mr. Gibb referred to the increased cost of 
building new ships. H e said :

“Owing to the national emergency we are faced 
with greatly increased prices if we wish to add to 
our fleet. I do not blame shipbuilders and marine 
engineers, nor do I subscribe to some of the 
criticisms which have been made in certain quarters 
and which have been adequately dealt with by Sir 
Charles Craven. I t may be very many years before 
we get back to those times when shipping was a 
fairly economic proposition to the shipowner, but I 
have no solution to offer for the present difficulties”.

Mr. Gibb understood that many shipbuilders 
were engaged in building aeroplanes. Shipowners 
did not look upon the aeroplane as a rival or a com­
petitor, but as something with which they ought 
to co-operate, for all forms of transport were 
beneficial to those engaged in the work of carrying 
goods and passengers to all parts of the world.

Sir Charles Craven, who is a past President 
of The Institute, in reply, referred to the criticisms 
which have been made respecting rationalisation in 
the shipbuilding industry. He thought it was unfair 
to compare the price of the present-day ship with 
that of a few years ago. I f  shipbuilders had con­
tinued to conduct their affairs as they were doing 
in those post-W ar years, said S ir Charles, the ship­
owner wishing to build to-day would not have been 
able to find a single yard solvent. S ir Charles con­
tinued :

“To be quite frank, we were building ships at 
a terrible loss, and we were going too fa r in the 
interests of our shareholders. W e lived on our 
losses too long, and I think we can be proud of 
the fact that ten years ago bitter competitors in 
the shipbuilding industry met around a table and 
decided that this ridiculous state of affairs should 
not go on indefinitely. The shipowner has his 
conferences. He has also had a certain amount of 
State assistance. The steel industry has had the 
protection of tariffs; and although it is now in a 
more prosperous condition its prices are controlled 
by the Government, and there is no inflation. We, 
as shipbuilders, have had no Government assistance, 
and I think it is to our credit that we made an 
effort to put the industry on an economic basis”.

This was an age of co-operation, said Sir 
C harles; and he hoped to see more “give and take” 
between the great industries of this country— 
between the marine engineer, the shipbuilder, and 
the owner of ships. In conclusion, he said : “We 
profoundly believe that there can be no great fall 
in the price of ships for some time. I am sure that 
never again will you see the ship-building industry 
back in the condition in which it found itself in the 
awful days of three or four years ago”.

The toast of “The Dominions Overseas and the 
Merchant Navy” was proposed by Sir Charles Barrie, 
M.P., who said that the forthcoming Glasgow Exhi­
bition would help both Britain and the Overseas 
Dominions to assess the extent and potentialities of 
the Empire. He expressed the opinion that if a 
few of the millions which had been spent at Geneva 
in forming the League of Nations had been used
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to form a development fund for a League of 
Empire, it might possibly have produced, so far as 
we Britishers were concerned, a better dividend.

Sir Hal Colebatch, in reply, said : W hilst 
warmly appreciating the compliment you have paid 
me in asking me to respond to this Toast, I cannot 
refrain from expressing my regret—which I know 
you will share—that circumstances prevented the 
High Commissioner for Australia (M r. Bruce) from 
discharging this duty. There could be no more apt 
combination of ideas than is expressed in the to a s t: 
“His M ajesty’s Dominions Overseas and the Mer­
cantile Navy”. W ithout the Mercantile Navy there 
could have been no overseas dominions. It was 
the co-operation in years gone by of the merchant 
adventurers and the men who went down to the 
sea in ships that carried the trade and commerce of 
England to the four corners of the globe and placed 
the wide bounds of our Empire in the sunrise and 
the sunset.

Nor could there be a more fitting occasion for 
such a toast than the present—at least so far as 
Australia is concerned. You are all aware that this 
year there is being celebrated throughout the Com­
monwealth the 150th Anniversary of the landing of 
Captain Phillip in Sydney Cove, the establishment 
of the great colony of New South Wales, and the 
birth of Sydney—to-day the second largest, and 
without exception the most beautiful city in the 
British Empire. I t is less well known that this 
year we in W estern Australia are celebrating in our 
modest fashion an event that took place just a hun­
dred years before Captain Phillip landed on the 
East Coast of Australia. It was early in January, 
1688—250 years ago—that William Dampier, pirate 
and buccaneer, afterw ards a captain in His 
Majesty’s Navy, landed on the North-W est coast of 
W estern Australia, and this year in Roebuck Bay— 
named after the first British battleship that ever 
sailed in Australian waters, and of which Dampier 
was in command—we are erecting a memorial to 
this great Englishman, one of the boldest and most 
skilful navigators of his time. It is not without 
interest to recall that it was on his return voyage 
from Australia that Dampier rescued from the 
lonely island of Juan de Fernandez, Alexander 
Selkirk, the recital of whose adventures and 
privations furnished the ground work for Defoe’s 
immortal story of Robinson Crusoe. In the little 
Somerset village of East Coker, near Yeovil, there 
is still preserved the picturesque house in which 
Dampier was born.

Eminently fitting also is it that this toast should 
have been proposed by Sir Charles Barrie, a member 
of the House of Commons for the great and rapidly 
growing seaport of Southampton. There is scarcely 
an industry of imperial importance in this country 
with which Sir Charles is not in some way asso­
ciated ; he is shipowner, merchant, banker, railway 
and insurance magnate, an authority on cable and 
wireless and postal communication, whilst the Navy,

Army and A ir Force all owe something to his 
activities.

Think for a moment, too, of the part his dis­
trict of Southampton has played in extending the 
influence and broadening the wealth of England. 
I t was from Southampton that the Pilgrim Fathers 
first set sail, and our State of W estern Australia 
was in the first instance largely peopled by South­
ampton folk. O ur principal port of Fremantle is 
named afte r Admiral Fremantle whose family is 
associated with Freemantle near Southampton, and 
my own home town of Northam takes its name from 
the Southampton suburb, and through it flows the 
river Avon, named after the Southampton river.

But all this is of the past. W hat of the future? 
One thing is sure, and that is that the fortunes of 
the Dominions overseas and the Mercantile Navy 
are linked together and cannot be separated. The 
prosperity and the continued development of the 
overseas dominions is a condition precedent not 
merely to the expansion but to the continued healthy 
activity of the Mercantile Navy. There was a 
period in which British manufacturers enjoyed 
something approaching a monopoly of the world’s 
business; that period has passed with the rapid pro­
gress of industry in other countries, and the British 
m anufacturer now finds himself on a keenly com­
petitive basis; and so with our shipping. Other 
countries are building and manning ships and bid­
ding for the world’s trade, and the well-being of all 
of them depends on the increase and expansion of 
that trade.

It may be questioned if any other movement 
could contribute so quickly and so substantially to 
the betterment of the lot of the marine engineers 
and the merchant navy as the revival of a real 
whole-hearted endeavour to turn to their best 
account the resources of the overseas dominions. 
It is not my part to touch on controversial political 
topics. W e know that several powerful totalitarian 
states are clamouring for colonies, for places in the 
sun, and we have to ask ourselves—do we suffi­
ciently value the overseas possessions that we have, 
do we fully appreciate the advantages they confer 
upon this country and the obligations they impose? 
Let me make to you this suggestion. During the 
past eight years of industrial depression, with 
widespread unemployment, and much part-time 
work, what factor has contributed most to the main­
tenance of order and good-will and a reasonable 
contentment through the community? I venture to 
say that it is the abundance, the cheapness and the 
good quality of essential foods and clothing drawn 
largely from the overseas dominions, where most of 
the basic requirements of life can be prodb. ed much 
more cheaply than in the home land. Of Australia, 
at all events, it can be said that far less than half 
its natural resources have been tapped, that its 
population—now almost stationary—is less than a 
quarter of the total it is capable of carrying on the 
highest standard of comfort that the w-orld knows.
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There is accumulated capital in this country that, if 
accompanied by the vision and enterprise that 
characterised the empire builders of old, could 
vitalise again the colonising and pioneering spirit of 
the race and re-establish a flow of migrants more 
enduring than any Government schemes are likely 
to inspire.

W e in Australia have our part to play. W e are 
beginning to awake to the danger of our emptiness 
in a world rapidly becoming overcrowded. An 
understanding of world realities is broadening our 
view, and intensifying our imperial attachment. 
Something must be done and done quickly. Perhaps 
the forthcoming Imperial Conference may strike a 
new note of more complete co-operation. As an 
Australian I could wish that every obstacle against 
the entry into our country of British capital and 
British people and British goods might be removed 
until every acre of our island continent is developed 
to something like its maximum capacity, and as an 
Englishman it would be my desire that no obstruc­
tion should be placed in the way of the import of 
dominion products until every man, woman and 
child in these islands have all they need to eat and 
to drink and to wear. I believe it is in the develop­
ment of such ideals that we shall find the greatest 
strength and security of His M ajesty’s Dominions 
Overseas and the soundest hope for the expansion 
and prosperity of the Mercantile Navy and of the 
Institute of Marine Engineers.

The Toast of “The Institute of Marine 
Engineers” was proposed by the Rt. Hon. Lord 
Stonehaven, who, as President of the Institution 
of Naval Architects, referred to the good relations 
existing between the two organisations, and com­
mented on the steady growth of The Institute of 
Marine Engineers which now had a roll of over
4,000 members. This was all the more creditable as 
membership of British technical organisations was, 
unlike some others, voluntary.

Dr. Stephen J. Pigott, the President, in reply, 
said : The marine engineer is not wanting in appre­
ciation of his true worth, in pride in his profession 
and in sense of the value of the work of our Insti­
tute. Accordingly, the all too brief eulogy given by 
Lord Stonehaven in his usual gracious manner has 
greatly pleased all our members. W e listened 
eagerly to his every w ord ; we sat erect and held our 
heads high, and I fancied I heard one say to 
another “W ha’s like us?”

The marine engineer is of necessity the modern 
“Jack of all Trades”, and I am confident that no 
other branch of the engineering profession requires 
such wide knowledge of applied science as is 
necessary to the marine engineer. In some degree 
he must have knowledge of each other branch of 
engineering. He must know the fundamental 
chemistry of the various materials used in the con­
struction of machinery. It has been said that his 
familiarity with liquids is often greater than 
necessary. Some knowledge of metallurgy and 
much of physical properties of materials and fluids

is essential. W ithin the experience of our older 
members the lighting of vessels by electricity was an 
innovation. To-day electricity plays an ever in­
creasing part in the domestic services and propulsion 
of vessels. Even the problems usual to a civil 
engineer are now met with in the design of 
machinery and ship equipment, and the engineer 
must deal with problems of rivers, harbours and 
dry-docks.

Essentially the marine engineer is a mechanical 
engineer who has specialised in design, construction 
and handling of machinery for ship propulsion. In 
partnership with the naval architect the marine 
engineer, however, finds his natural sphere of 
activity, and our Institute therefore welcomes at all 
times close co-operation with Lord Stonehaven’s 
Institution. It has been said facetiously that the 
sweetest dream of the naval architect is the out­
board engine, thus leaving the entire ship for passen­
gers and cargo. I am confident that the sweetest 
dream of our guest, Sir Reginald Henderson, is that 
both hull and machinery would be so unobtrusive as 
to leave 100 per cent, of the specified displacement 
available for armour and armament.

O ur schooling provides technical foundation 
for professional development. O ur occupation in­
creases our knowledge but narrow s our activities. It 
remains with our Institute to keep us abreast of 
scientific progress. On occasion wre are even 
afforded vision beyond the dreams of Jules 
Verne.

To Lord Stonehaven we are deeply indebted 
for his attending our dinner and for his generous 
toast of our Institute. W e are delighted that His 
Excellency Baron de Cartier de Marchienne, the 
Belgian Ambassador, has graced our gathering. It 
is a great compliment to us that Sir Reginald H en­
derson has attended, and without his guns ! W e re­
gret that Alderman Sir George Truscott has been 
prevented by illness from being our guest this even­
ing; we are, however, honoured by the presence of 
Alderman Sir Vansittart Bowater, also the Town 
Clerk and other members of the City Corporation. 
W e are equally indebted to each and every guest, 
and we are confident that we may assume that our 
appreciation has justified any sacrifice you will have 
made in attending. I now ask that our members 
will rise and join in singing: “For They are Jolly 
Good Fellows”.

The large company of members present having 
enthusiastically responded to the President’s re­
quest, Mr. Alfred Robertson, C.C., Honorary 
Treasurer of The Institute, proposed the toast of 
“The President”. H e said : For many years past, 
it has been an established custom for the health of 
our President to be proposed by one of his most 
intimate friends or acquaintances outside the mem­
bership of the Institute. On this occasion, at the 
express wish of Mr. Pigott, this practice has been 
changed and I, as a member of your Council, have 
been asked to discharge this most enjoyable task. 
Needless to say I deem it a very great honour and
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on behalf of the Council of the Institute of Marine 
Engineers thank him for his kindly thought and 
consideration in introducing this change of policy.
I trust our President will forgive me if  I make 
some few references to his past history of which he 
may well be proud.

Mr. Pigott spent the first 28 years of his life 
in America. The American Naval Attache who is 
with us this evening will excuse my quoting an 
eminent Scottish physician, Dr. Clouston, who 
speaking of Americans said “You Americans wear 
too much expression on your faces, you are living 
like an army with all its reserves in action”. This 
must have been perfectly true of our President, as 
at that early age he had already become an expert 
on impulse turbines.

About this time Messrs. John Brown & Co., 
Ltd., were interested in the introduction of the 
Curtis turbine into this country and pressed its 
merits on the Admiralty. They were recognised 
and it was arranged that a turbine of the Curtis 
type with some modifications should be constructed 
and tested under Admiralty surveillance, thereafter 
to be known as the Brown-Curtis turbine, the cost 
of this turbine and of the tests being borne entirely 
by Clydebank. It was thought desirable to have 
available for the construction and tests, the services 
of an expert from the Curtis establishment in 
America, and Mr. Pigott was selected. His worth 
was revealed during this service and he has ever 
since been recognised as an expert in all types of 
marine turbines. During the trials referred to his 
demonstration convinced the Admiralty that a rival 
type, shown to be reliable for Admiralty service, 
would prove of great value in stimulating competi­
tion and that this competition would, as in other 
cases, lead to the improvement of all the different 
types involved. This view has been amply justified. 
The Brown-Curtis turbine has since been exten­
sively used in our Navy and has proved its value. 
For its introduction and steady progress in the 
Admiralty service I am assured, on no less an 
authority than that of one of our Past Presidents, 
Eng. Vice-Admiral Sir George Goodwin (for 
several years Engineer-in-Chief of the Fleet) the 
credit in the technical aspect goes to Mr. Pigott.

As a matter of interest, before Mr. Pigott came 
to this country, Messrs. John Brown & Co., Ltd., 
built and engined the s.s. “Atlanta” with Curtis 
turbines for the old North British Railw’ay Com­
pany, now incorporated in the L.M. & S. Railway. 
I t was only last year that this vessel was sold to 
the Blackpool Steam Navigation Co. for service as 
a pleasure steamer during the summer months.

Time forbids my giving you further particulars 
concerning the technical abilities and attainments of 
our President, some of which include his responsi­
bility for the design of the propelling machinery of 
the “Queen M ary” and at the present time of her 
sister ship, the “Queen Elizabeth”. Clearly Mr. 
Pigott did not use all his reserves of energy in his 
youth in America—he has served this country well 
and truly now for thirty years and is still bubbling

over with energy and vitality. His merits have 
been deservedly recognised by Messrs. John Brown
& Co' in the eminent position he now' holds.

Mr. President, you have 110 doubt heard it said 
during your residence in Scotland that “the noblest 
prospect a Scotsman ever sees is the high road that 
leads him to England”. W e are glad you traversed 
this road to become President of The Institute of 
Marine Engineers. W e consider ourselves highly 
honoured to have had such an efficient, able and 
energetic President.

In his Presidential Address last September, 
Mr. Pigott made a survey of the development of 
marine engineering during the last sixty years, a 
period covered almost by his own lifetime. This 
address was a valuable addition to our T r a n s a c ­
t i o n s  and was very much appreciated by all our 
members. He has presided at one of the ordinary 
meetings at The Institute. He gave the Annual 
Conversazione a very fine fillip last November 
which, due to his intensive interest, proved to be 
the largest gathering of its kind The Institute has 
ever had. The function this evening has not been 
without his influence, from a numerical point of 
view ; it is the largest ever held, apart from our 
two meetings at the Guildhall in 1930 and 1937. 
Unfortunately for us we have only recently dis­
covered that he possesses a fine bass voice—that 
he once belonged to and sang in a celebrated choir 
in New York. W e have been sadly remiss in not 
having asked him to give us of his talent in this 
respect. I understand that he still sings well. 
Another and perhaps even more interesting achieve­
ment is that he plays a good game of golf, having 
a handicap of 12. The pity is that as Convener 
of the Social Events Committee I have only just 
heard of his prowess in this connection. 1 can, 
however, assure him of a very hearty welcome if 
he will only enter for The Institute Golf Competi­
tion next July. To see his name inscribed as the 
winner of the John W eir Golf Trophy in 1938 I 
can assure him would give universal satisfaction ; 
furthermore, it might be the means of enticing 
other Glasgow celebrities in the marine engineering 
fraternity to travel with him and compete.

May I, Mr. President, on behalf of the whole 
of the members, as represented by those assembled 
here this evening, say how pleased we are with the 
way in which you have presided over us, and close 
by offering to you our cordial greetings and con­
tinued good wishes for your future health and 
prosperity. (Loud and prolonged applause, 
followed by a spontaneous rendering of “For he’s 
jolly good fellow”).

Dr. Pigott, in reply, expressed his deep appre­
ciation of Mr. Robertson’s remarks and of the 
manner in which his proposal of the toast had been 
received.

The proceedings being concluded, at the 
invitation of the President many of the members 
and guests adjourned to the Balmoral Room, where 
the next hour was spent in informal conversation 
and reunions.
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