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( S i r  D a v id  B u r n e t t , B a.r t .)

On Wednesday, October 21), 1918.

T h e  foundation stone of the new premises of the In s titu te  on 
Tower H ill was laid by the Lord Mayor of London (Sir David 
B urnett, B art.), who attended, accompanied by the Sheriffs 
in State, on W ednesday, October 29th, 1913.

Before the cerem ony a luncheon was held at the offices of 
Lloyd’s R egister of Shipping, at which M r. Thomas L. D evitt 
(President of the In stitu te ) presided, the party  including the 
R ig h t H on. the Lord M ayor, M r. A lderm an and Sheriff L ieu t.- 
Col. John  H um phrey, M r. Deputy and Sheriff F . G. P a in ter, 
The R ig h t Hon. Lord Inchcape, G .C .M .G ., etc. (P ast P resi­
dent), the R ig h t Hon. Lord P irrie , K .P ., P .C . (Past P resi­
dent), S ir A rchibald D enny. B art., L L .D ., S ir David G ill, 
K .C .B . (Past P resident). Mr. Summers H u n te r (P ast P resi­
dent), M r. Jam es D enny (Past President). A lderm an S ir E d—
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ward E . Cooper, Sir Frederic Bolton, Sir A lfred L. Bower, 
Mr. F . Shadforth W atts , Mr. W illiam  Lund, M r. Charles W . 
Gordon, Colonel T. J .  K earns, C .B ., Lieut.-Col. C. J .  Ker- 
Fox, Captain A. E . W ood, Mr. Joseph H a lle tt (Chairm an of 
Council), M r. Jas. Adamson (Hon. Secretary), M r. Robt. 
Leslie, R .N .R . (Chairman of the City Prem ises Committee), 
M r. Alex. H . M ather (Hon. Secretary, City Prem ises Com­
m ittee), Mr. Jam es W eir (Yice-President), M r. A lexr. Boyle 
(V ice-President), M r. Jam es T. M ilton (Vice-President), Mr. 
J .  H . Rosenthal (Vice-President), Mr. George Adams (Member 
of Council), M r. John  C lark (Member of Council), Mr. 
W illiam  E. A rcher (Hon. Solicitor), M r. V ictor W ilk ins 
(A rchitect), Commander W . M ontanaro. 11.N ., M r. C. 
B uchanan, Mr. E . C. Champness, M r. H . J .  Cornish, M r. C. 
Fow ling, Mr. J .  Howden Hum e, M r. F . A. M avne, Mr. 
Newm an M umford, M r. Thomas P u tnam , Mr. F . W . R aw lin- 
son, F .R .G .S ., M r. C. F . R edm an, Mr. H . Ruck-K eene, and 
M r. Jam es H . W arrack . In  addition to the above, about 
200 members and friends assembled to view the ceremony. 
By the kindness of the Chairm an and Governors of the Royal 
M erchant Seamen’s O rphanage, 100 of the boys and girls of 
th a t In stitu tio n  attended, w ith their band, to form a guard 
of honour.

M r. T. L. D e v i t t , in  extending a very hearty  welcome to 
the Lord M ayor, said the In s titu te  had been so useful in the 
past th a t he was quite sure i t  would be useful in  the fu ture . 
I t  was formed twenty-five years ago, and now it had a m em ber­
ship of between 1,400 and 1,500. I ts  members were connected 
w ith m arine engineering all over the world. Some of the 
most distinguished engineers belonged to it. The work of the 
In s titu te  was most productive of usefulness to th e ir own pro­
fession and to shipping in  general. H e was very proud to be 
connected w ith the In stitu te , and he could assure them  in the 
nam e of shipowners th a t they fu lly  acknowledged the valuable 
work done bv the engineers of this country for them  and their 
business. The development of engineering had been wonder­
fu l. I t  was his duty  th a t day to welcome the Lord M ayor, and 
in  doing so he would say th a t it was very seldom they  got a 
bu ild ing of th is sort erected in  the City of London in  these 
days. The In s titu te  of M arine Engineers had come to rem ain. 
I t  had come to stay, and he hoped th a t where they  were then  
standing  would be a centre of usefulness for m arine engineersO _ O
for generations to come. They had w ith them  'that day some 
of the bovs and girls from the Roval M erchant Seamen’sC *



LA Y IN G  OF FO U N D A T IO N  STONE. 377

O rphanage at Snaresbrook, and he trusted  th a t the Lord 
M ayor, when his leisure came would be able to come down and 
see them  at Snaresbrook.

The L o r d  M a y o r  said he was very g ra tefu l for M r. D evitt’s 
kind words of welcome. I f  in the few words which he proposed 
to u tter he should encroach upon the speech of M r. Jam es 
Denny he would m ake to him  the usual poacher’s apology. I t  
afforded him  the greatest possible pleasure, as Lord Mayor, 
to be present tha t day. 011 th a t very in teresting and im portant 
occasion, the laying of the foundation stone of the new home 
of tlie In s titu te  of M arine Engineers, a society representing a 
very im portant industry  closely connected w ith the commercial 
prosperity of the C ity of London. I t  was very appropriate, 
therefore, th a t this new home should be w ith in  the City. They 
were adding one more source of s treng th  to the grand old City. 
The In s titu te  was the representative body of a great profession. 
I t  was founded in 1888, and received its charter of incorpora­
tion the following year. I ts  foundation was very m uch on 
the lines of the old livery guilds of the City of London of 
centuries ago. I ts  aim was to m ain tain  and prom ote the 
status of the m arine engineer, and to promote engineering in 
all its branches. Indeed, its object was to do all in  its power 
to protect its members and to render th e ir career of usefulness 
greater. I t  was perfectly obvious th a t the certificate of mem­
bership of the In s titu te  must he of the greatest practical value, 
not only to members, but also to the public, whom, of course, 
he the more im m ediately represented, for it was a guarantee 
th a t a member should be possessed of the necessary technical 
knowledge, and also be a m an of in teg rity . H e was glad to 
observe th a t there were scholarships, and he noted two bv 
Lloyd’s Register. Also there was a gold m edal accruing from 
£250, presented by the late D r. Denny. H e was glad also to 
th in k  th a t, following the example of the City Guilds, the In ­
stitu te  had a loving care for the members who had fallen  on 
evil days. And it helped the widows and orphans. Their new 
premises were to cost about £9,500, of which £8,000 had been 
subscribed. He earnestly  hoped, and confidently believed, th a t 
before the build ing  was finished th a t  balance would not only 
have been provided, hu t possibly through the generosity of its 
members and friends an endowment fund m igh t be secured so 
as to enable the In s titu te  g reatly  to increase its sphere of useful­
ness. H e lieartilv  wished every prosperity  to the In s titu te  of

arine Engineers in its new home.
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M r. J a m es  D e n n y , in  briefly reviewing the work of the In ­
s titu te , said it was formed some twenty-five years ago, 
and therefore it was either ju s t com pleting or was 
just on the eve of com pleting its sem i-jubilee About 
twenty-five years ago a small body of enthusiasts of 
the  unpropitious num ber of 13 gathered together and 
discussed w hat they  believed to be a w ant of con­
nection between m arine engineers all over the world. They 
fe lt th a t if they could do som ething to bring  m arine engineers 
together they would be doing a service to them  all. W ith  this 
before them  they  founded the In stitu te , and he though t the 
success of the In s titu te  had justified their actions. B u t he 
thought they could very well believe th a t those pioneers 
of twenty-five years ago, could not, in their most 
sanguine moments, have looked forward to such a day as 
th a t, when th e ir In s titu te  was honoured by having 
as its president the Chairm an of Lloyd’s R egister, 
and by having the Lord Mayor of London to lay the 
foundation stone of premises such as theirs would be. They 
m ight, he thought, believe th a t the survivors of th a t gallan t 
band m ust feel th a t their cup of joy and congratulation  was 
w ell-nigh runn ing  over. The financial aspect of the In stitu te  
m ight call for a few words. I t  was only because its financial 
success had been so great tha t the possibility of premises such 
as were being erected had been—well, possible. The financial 
success of the In s titu te  had been, to a certain  extent, helped bv 
friends and members outside the In s titu te  proper; bu t in  great 
part the financial success had been due to its own members. 
I t  m ight be asked why the m arine engineer was so favoured, 
and the answer was not difficult to supply. The m arine engi­
neer had served his employer well, and he had served the public 
well. H e thought it m ight be said in these times of labour 
unrest m arine engineers had not been particu larly  restless. 
W hether this was due to his more or less satisfaction with the 
conditions of employment which he had been able to m ake for 
him self, or w hether it was due to the fact th a t the m arine engi­
neer is, or was supposed very largely to hail from Scotland 
and the north , and so was actuated w ith so m uch native cau­
tion th a t he liked to see the end of an enterprise as well as the 
beginning before he entered, he could not say. I t  would he 
very  difficult to find any body of men upon whom so m any 
calls had been made as on the m arine engineer. In  his own 
tim e, which went back to nearly  fifty years, they had changed 
from boiler pressures of .25 lbs. and simple engines, to boiler
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pressures of 220 lbs. and quadruple engines. And liis friend 
Air. Summers H u n ter liere rem inded him  tha t it was not now 
a case of only of boilers of 200 lbs. pressure, but th a t pressure 
w ith the use of superheaters. They had passed more or less 
from  reciprocating engines to the ro tary  engine, better known 
-as the turbine. And they were changing over from tbe 
simple tu rb ine to the geared tu rb ine. And then  there was the 
oil engine. T hat engine, he thought, would become m uch 
more possible when those m agnates who controlled the in ­
dustry  were prepared to sell their products at a reasonable 
rate . I t  could be no secret th a t they, as m arine engineers,, 
who were called upon to advise their clients, had very g reat 
-difficulty in advising them  to take up the oil engine, 
until oil was at a m uch lower price th an  it could be 
bought for at the present tim e. H e need hard ly  tell them  
th a t all the calls which had been m ade upon m arine engineers 
had all heen met, and cheerfully  responded to. Let them  
th in k  for a moment of the career of the m arine engineer. He 
went th rough  his apprenticeship in the works. Then he m ight 
work as a journeym an for a short tim e, but a very large pro­
portion of the men w anted to better themselves, and to go to 
sea. They went to sea. A fter a very few m onths at sea they 
were placed more or less in charge of their own watch, and, 
therefore, very early  in life were made to feel th a t upon their 
shoulders had been placed a direct personal responsibility. 
Anyone who had such responsibility placed upon him m ust 
feel tha t he has his character made in a way noth ing  else 
could do. In  th a t way they made real men, and he thought 
the tra in in g  of m arine engineers made real men of them . 
The m arine engineers had one advantage over others. The 
m arine engineer had a poet of his own. Most of them , he su]>- 
posed, knew R udvard K ip ling , and how lie sang of Mac- 
Andrew, and how he told the story of the great M acPhee, in a 
way. he thought, th a t made their hearts beat faster w ith exalta­
tion, and often, perhaps, brought tears of sym pathy to their 
eyes. In  th a t way the m arine engineers had been almost im ­
m ortalised. W hen they though t of th a t day they  would not 
be very far wrong, or they  m ight be forgiven, in suggesting 
th a t on th a t day had really  fallen the apotheosis of the m arine 
engineer.

The following office-bearers of the In s titu te  were then pre­
sented to the Lord M ay o r:—

C hairm an of Council. M r. Joseph H allett.
Deputy Chairm an of Council, M r. John C lark.
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Hon. Secretary, Mr. -Tas. Adamson.
H on. Treasurer, M r. A le x .  H . M ather.
C hairm an of City Prem ises Committee, M r. R . Leslie, 

R .N .Jt.
V ice-President, M r. J .  T. M ilton.

,, Mr. A lexander Boyle.
,, M r. J .  H . Rosenthal.

A rchitect, Mr. V ictor W ilk ins.

The A rchitect, M r. V. vVilkins, then presented a silver 
trowel to the Lord M ayor, who im m ediately proceeded w ith 
the ceremony of lay ing  the stone.

The L o r d  M a y o r , perform ing the ceremony of the day, said 
“  I  declare this stone well and tru ly  la id .”

Mr. T. L. D e v it t , in proposing a most hearty  vote of thanks- 
to the Lord Mayor for his presence, and for the part he had 
taken  in the day’s proceedings, rem arked upon the fact th a t 
the Lord Mayor had made allusion to City guilds. He had 
been looking through  the list before he came to the foundation 
stone laying and found there were nearly  80 such guilds. Tie 
was w ondering w hether, as they had a Shipw rights’ Company 
and other livery companies, the engineers should not have a 
livery company in  the City of London. H e threw  th a t out as- 
a h in t. He could only assure engineers th a t a great m any 
shipowners, friends of his, would he glad to be associated with 
such a guild . In  these days, when some people wanted to' 
m ake breaches between employer and employee, between one 
class of the com m unity and another, it was a great th in g  to 
have unanim ity of purpose. Engineers were so accustomed 
to m ake every part of the mechanism in their charge work in 
a perfect way th a t he though t the com m unity m ight take a 
lesson from them  and try  and m ake a harmonious arrangem ent 
between the engineers and the shipowners they  worked for. 
They m ight have a livery company connected w ith m arine 
engineers which m ight prove of immense value in the fu ture 
for the profession and for the City of London. H e would like 
them  to try  the experim ent.

Lord I x c iic a p e  said he had g reat pleasure in seconding the- 
resolution proposed by Mr. Devitt. They were greatly  in ­
debted to the Lord Mayor for his presence, and for tak ing  such 
a prom inent part in the ceremony which they had had the 
pleasure of attending  tha t day. In  the speeches which had 
been made by the Lord Mayor and by i i r .  Denny they m ust
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have realised th a t more or less they were in  an engine-room, 
because of the noise around them  due to the traffic passing. 
M r. Denny was, he had hum orously suggested, brought there 
th a t day to speak because he knew how to bellow. S till, it 
was extrem ely difficult to give a speech when they had noises all 
around them . H e had g reat pleasure in seconding the resolu­
tion  which had been so ably proposed by Mr. D evitt, and he 
desired to say that they  were g reatly  indebted to the Lord 
M ayor for what he had done th a t day for them .

Mr. S u m m e r s  H u n t e r , who supported, said he was proud of 
the privilege of being associated w ith the vote of thanks to the 
Lord Mayor for the work he had perform ed th a t day. He 
ventured to say th a t during  his year of office the Lord M ayor 
had not perform ed a more im portan t work, nor one th a t would 
more greatly  benefit the engineers of the fu tu re . N ot only 
would engineers benefit, b u t so also would the trade and com­
merce of the country. H e  fe lt, therefore, th a t the work so 
well commenced th a t day m ust he g ra tify in g  to th a t sm all, but 
en terprising  body who had brought it  to such a successful issue. 
I t  would serve, he believed, to spur on those who came after, not 
only to complete th is work, bu t to carry  on the work of the 
In s titu te  w ith greater vigour, and w ith  greater success if pos­
sible, to the commerce of the country . H e had g reat pleasure 
in supporting the resolution.

The vote of thanks was cordially agreed to.

The L o r d  M a y o r , in reply, said he felt very g ratefu l for the 
vote of thanks. H e thoroughly  agreed with the words of Mr. 
Summers H u n te r th a t during  his m ayoralty  he had never been 
engaged upon a more im portant work than th a t of th a t a fte r­
noon, and, for him self personally, he would say, th a t he had 
never had a more pleasant afternoon. The Instifrite, he 
thousrht started  in the City under very favourable auspices. 
The little  bits of th a t day’s ceremony had fitted together with 
m athem atical precision. B ut to some it m ight be a m atter of 
regret th a t they had given the death blow to an old institu tion , 
for No. 13 was doomed, if indeed it was not already dead. If  
this were the result of the ab ility  and devotion of 13 m en—a 
work of value to-day and of g reat potential value—who could 
say tha t there was any th ing  unlucky  in  No. 13?


